Speech by H.E. Saparmurat Niyazov, 

President of Turkmenistan
Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Despite certain subjective and objective difficulties, ECO is becoming firmly established in the system of interstate organizations of non-political character. Correct was an emphasis on development of projects in the areas of transportation, telecommunications and pipelines as the basis of intra-regional development. There was a need to restore the region which in the course of years was divided by an artificial barrier, to revive interstate road transportation network, to unlock new independent states by providing them an access to the world sea routes. Today, the regional railway network lined by introduction of Tejen-Sarakhs-Mashad line is under operation and gives good results. I support President Khatami recently telling that the role of this Turkmen-Iranian railway linkage should be considerably strengthened by providing the regional states with the maximum access to the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea.,


During the extraordinary ECO Summit held a year ago in Ashgabat we thoroughly considered all perspective and economically viable pipeline and transportation projects. At present, the practical work is already under way. The Turkmen-Iranian Korpeje-Kurtkuyi gas pipeline has been put to operation. President Khatami of Iran and I dedicated this pipeline last December. Major European and Japanese companies are involved in projects realization. Particularly, the big grants have been allocated to modernize railways and highways, to reconstruct the biggest Turkmen port in the Caspian. The group of Anglo-Dutch, German and French companies are practically involved in realization of trans-Iranian pipeline projects on transportation of oil to the Persian Gulf and gas to the European market. Studies are being made for possible trans-Caspian pipelines. All these projects have been included into the General Plan of regional pipelines network development envisaged in the Ashgabat declaration and they correspond to our common vision and conception of multiple pipeline infrastructure.


One of its components is a trans-Afghan pipeline to Pakistan. We don’t have differences with Afghan brothers and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in our views on the necessity to have this project implemented for Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region as a whole. The matter is about the whole set of projects around the main one which will provide a guaranteed market for a raw materials producer, will create a great number of jobs and bring the transit dividends for Afghanistan, as well as ensure reliable energy supply to Pakistan and in future to other countries. Of course, it is logical to state that the intra-Afghan conflict hinders the ECO project implementation. However, there is another logic which requires a prompt start of the project and involvement of the Afghan brethren to creative programmes, consolidation of the nation on the basis of the national accord, their estrangement from the legitimacy of enmity, promotion of the successful peacemaking process under the aegis of UN and OIC. The main thing in this logic is its all-Afghan meaning and all-Afghan long-term national interests.


Speaking about the principal bases of our national strategy on development of pipeline projects I should underline that they conform with the programmes of ECO and come to the following points:


- multiple pipeline infrastructure aimed at adequate meeting of the needs of Turkmenistan and the region in transportation of its energy to the world markets. There are enough explored and proved data on energy reserves to project several oil and gas pipeline routes in different directions.


- support for the regional cooperation and promotion of conflicts settlement. We are firmly convinced that construction of the systems to transport oil and gas in trans-West-Asian, trans-Far-Eastern, trans-European directions, Iranian and Caspian routes will require unprecedented regional cooperation, will contribute to creation of a great number of jobs, will become a powerful catalyst to rational cease of conflicts. For the twenty first century there is being established an exclusively sound perspective of the triangular interaction: producing countries – countries of transit – consumer countries. Such formula conforms with solution of the global tasks of partnership where a new approach based on sufficient for everyone and equal benefit principle replaces the dangerous maneuvering and competition.


- multiple pipeline infrastructure will ensure quantitative increase of volumes and world energy supply diversification, will provide an opportunity to stabilize and secure international energy distribution. In this context, we put forward an initiative which has been preliminary discussed with a number of statesmen, with Mr. Nawaz Sharif in particular, as well as the UN Secretary General concerning elaboration and adoption of an international convention on guarantees to the security and the raw materials unimpeded transit along main interstate pipelines. If it receives your approval the countries of “ECO-10” could have co-sponsored such a document. The problem of international guarantees and regulation of such pipelines in the 21st century should be adequate to those efforts which were made by the mankind at the late 19th, early 20th century on regulation of usage of sea channels. At that period, the channels issue was treated as the vital one-for functioning of states, because essential shipments and goods flows went along them. Main international pipelines are of no less value to the humanity today.


In conclusion, a few words about methodology and functioning of ECO. The main thing today is not in speeding up the organization matters and wasting efforts to set up separate institutions, the objective importance of which is evident but not urgent today. Issues of the shipping and aviation companies, of science, education and some other matters should not create inconveniences for any country, we are all going through uneasy periods. The strength of our organization is in the accord and mutual consideration of interests and capabilities of each other.


For two years Turkmenistan has been chairing ECO. I sincerely thank all of you for mutual understanding and support, and wish every success to the new Chairman of the organisation and also express my appreciation to the Kazakh friends for their hospitality.


Thank you for your attention.

