Address by H.E. Mr. Suleyman Demirel, 

President of the Republic of Turkey

Esteemed Brother President Nazarbaev,


Honourable Heads of State and Government,


Mr. Secretary General,


Distinguished Delegates,


It is an honour for me to address the Fifth Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organisation. The series of Summits that have followed one another after the enlargement of ECO in 1992 have all been timely and productive. They have all proven the value of genuine solidarity and interdependence in the wide region that our 10 nations occupy. This year’s Summit, so graciously hosted by our brothers from Kazakhstan, will certainly bring about new and creative prospects for the promising future of our countries and peoples.


I wish to congratulate my dear brother President Nursultan Nazarbayev for assuming the Chairmanship of this Summit. Under his leadership this Summit will be a highly successful, as well as memorable one.


Mr. Chairman, Excellencies,


As we move closer to the new millennium, globalization has moved nations of the world closer to conducting interdependent relationships and creating a unified world market – so much so that those who miss this historic opportunity are bound to live in isolation. Increasing solidarity and cooperation among countries that share the same geography, which is the direct result of the new world climate, has encouraged them to share the same destiny and join forces. As a consequence, more than 60 percent of world trade today takes place within regional economic groupings – ECO being no exception. In fact, with a total population of more than 300 million people, vast natural and human resources and close cultural and social bonds ECO member states have the potential not only to take full part in the globalization process but also to shape it.


In view of this great potential and in order to become a viable partner among other regional counterparts in the international arena, ECO has embarked on a restructuring process, as envisaged in the amended Treaty of Izmir, signed in September 1996. I am very pleased to note that the reorganization and restructuring process is near completion and all six directorates have started to function. Having achieved this ECO will henceforth progress on a sound and solid basis.


ECO’s economic cooperation strategy for the region accurately defines trade, transport, communication and energy as priority areas where the organisation needs to increase cooperation among member countries. Only if we fully and efficiently utilize the vast economic potentials of the region, can we anticipate any success to reach our goal towards the eventual common prosperity of our brotherly peoples. This, in turn, can only be done through the establishment of reliable alternative transportation infrastructures – the golden key to guarantee the unhindered flow of trade. That is why we applaud the decisions of the Extraordinary Summit Meeting held last year in Ashgabat, which was exclusively devoted to the development of transport and communication infrastructures and networks of transnational pipelines in the ECO region. I am also greatly satisfied by the results of the Second Ministerial Meeting on transport and communications held in Ashgabat on March 14, 1998, which adopted “The Programme of Action” for the ECO decade of transport and communications for the years 1998-2007. This new programme will help promote the recommendations of the Ashgabat Declaration.


The signing of the transit transportation framework agreement at this summit is a giant step forward. This agreement will facilitate transit transportation between our countries and increase inter-regional trade. It will serve as a major contribution to alleviate the constraints faced by ECO’s landlocked member countries. We hope that the annexes of this agreement will soon be finalized.

