Statement of Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan 

(Unofficial English translation by ECO Secretariat)
Distinguished Mr. Chairman,

Esteemed Heads of States and Governments,


I am greatly pleased to express my deep thankfulness to H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and to the brotherly people of Kazakhstan for their hospitality and cordiality.


Taking the opportunity, I would like to congratulate you, honorable Nursultan Abishevich, on your having been elected a Chairman of the 5th ECO Summit.


We hope this Forum and the Almaty declaration to be adopted here, will become a genuine practical step towards the intensification of integration processes at the regional level, implementation of the already adopted programmes for the regional cooperation in the economic, social and cultural fields.

Honorable Mr. Chairman,


The accession of the Republic of Tajikistan to the common economic space of the Central-Asian States, to our mind, will utterly promote expansion and enhancement of the Tajikistan’s versatile elaboration with the ECO Member-Countries and raise the level of integration processes in our region onto a qualitatively new height.


As it is known, the role of trade in the intensification of the ECO member-Countries’ market integration process is very tremendous.


In this aspect, the fact that the Member-Countries have signed the Transit Transport Framework Agreement and MOU on cooperation in the field of combating the illicit drug trafficking and customs frauds on the eve of this Summit will become rather an important step to the further effective and rapid development of transport, trade and transit, creation of necessary favourable conditions for the facilitation of turnover of goods and passengers in the region.


In this connection, I think it necessary to establish common transport standards in the region, elaborate and adopt a common tariff policy with respect to the railway and motor transport.


Solution of these tasks will create necessary prerequisites for the ECO Member-States to join the World Trade Organization.


The measures for reviewing the status of implementation of the Almaty Outline Plan for the development of transport sector and the Ashgabat Declaration, recently taken at the 2nd Meeting of ministers of transport and communications in Ashgabad, deserve the all-round support.


We hope that our proposal regarding the construction of the Dushanbe-Kulyab-Kalaihumb-Horog-Murgab highway, which exits the Karakurum highway incorporated in the aforesaid Outline Plan, will promote development of infrastructure and establishment of our relations with the other countries of the region.

Dear Sirs,


At our previous meetings I made the participants draw their attention to the need for strengthening the control of drug trafficking that are delivered in the region chiefly from Afghanistan and Pakistan.


It is no secret that spread of narcotic substances in the Central-Asian States is a serious threat to the stability and security of the whole region.


It is pleasing that some promising measures in this respect have been taken. UNDCP and the Central-Asian States, the Russian Federation and the Aga-Khan Foundation have concluded an MOU in January this year, on cooperation in the field of combating drug trafficking.

I hope that the ECO Secretariat, also taking into consideration the topicality and region-wide significance of the problem touched upon me just now, will accede to this MOU and do its bit in the promotion of a safe control of the illicit spread of drug in the region.

This measure will be consonant with the adopted ECO Plan for the control of drugs and the Project document signed between ECO and UNDCP, for the purpose of enhancing the regional cooperation in eradication of this evil in the ECO region to speed up the implementation of them.

Esteemed Mr. Chairman,


Tajikistan and all the Central-Asian countries at the present stage of their historical development are suffering the difficulties of the transition period in terms of performing the radical social and economic and democratic reforms in the society.


We are taking lots of efforts to tide over the consequences of the recent civil war, construction of the secular democratic state based on the rule of law, rehabilitation and development of the social and economic potential of the country.


We suppose that the onward enhancement of mutually beneficial bilateral and multilateral relations of Tajikistan with the ECO Member-States will also promote solution of our economic challenges under conditions of the transition period.


We all have a state in developing the cooperation of this kind, which could to a certain extent contribute to the promotion of a sustainable development of the region, the usage of available geopolitical and economic possibilities for the sake of prosperity of the region.

While confirming our devotion to the principles of integration, I sincerely wish that our efforts should lead to the further development and intensification of regional cooperation based on the principles of equal partnership and mutual trust.


In conclusion, let me once again express our sincere gratitude to H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and to the fraternal peoples of Kazakhstan, for the excellent arrangement of the Forum, warm hospitality and cordiality.

Thanks for your attention.

