Speech by H.E. Mr. Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, 

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Your Excellency President

Nursultan Nazarbayev,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It gives me immense pleasure to be in this fascinating city for the 5th Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organisation. This ancient land is truly blessed with a rich cultural heritage and noble traditions.


The hospitality extended to me and to the members of my delegation is overwhelming. The unfailing care and courtesies, for which Kazakhstan is so rightly famed, have made our stay an unforgettable experience.


I would also like to express my deep appreciation for the excellent arrangements that have been made for this historic Summit.

Mr. Chairman,


I wish to extend my warmest felicitations on your election as Chairman. We are confident that under your stewardship this Summit will be yet another milestone in our common endeavour towards regional cooperation, progress and prosperity. Let me assure you of Pakistan’s fullest cooperation in making the Economic Cooperation Organisation a dynamic instrument of economic development in our part of the world.


We appreciate that under the able and skillful guidance of His Excellency Secretary General Onder Ozar, the ECO Secretariat is effectively handling the complexities and challenges of its task.


No doubt, ECO has come a long way in pursuit of its objectives since its expansion in November 1992 in Islamabad from a tripartite entity to a large regional organisation of ten members states. During these years, we not only developed a long term and comprehensive perspective for the socio-economic well being of our region but also took far reaching measures for enhancing the effectiveness of ECO. Besides finalizing several major regional plans and projects, ECO has been placed on centre stage internationally through institutionalized linkages with the UN and other regional and international organizations. For me it is a matter of particular pride that this historic transformation took place under a Secretary General from Pakistan.

Mr. Chairman, 


In the closing years of this century we find ourselves in a radically transformed world. The approaching millennium has its opportunities as well as its challenges. Our success will lie in building upon the opportunities and steering away from the risks. We must define the contours of the coming years in such a manner that an era of prosperity and self-sustaining growth may dawn on our region.


The outline of the future is emerging. We are witnessing the triumph of democracy, human rights and free markets. New states have emerged. Others have integrated. The map of the world has been redrawn. It is incumbent upon us to ensure that the post-Cold War world order is built upon the foundations of justice and equality.

Excellencies,


The rapid transformations of our times have impacted on the global economy. Growing interdependence, constructive cooperation, increasing role of the private sector, economic liberalization and the increasingly important role of regional economic organizations are now the norm.


ECO, in a short span of time, has proved itself to be an organisation that can rise up to the challenges of tomorrow. The region has vast potential and resources. The member states of this organisation have the will and determination to work for mutual benefit. This should be our approach while defining projects and proposals for the future. There should also be a complementarity between programmes for development and cooperation in various parts of the region.


During the Extraordinary Summit at Ashgabat last year, I had described the ECO region as the heart of Eurasia. Our natural resources such as cotton, wheat, oil, gas, coal, hydroelectricity and minerals are our great assets as are our human resources of more than three hundred million energetic people. It is for us to harness this immense potential so as to make the region economically vibrant and prosperous. 


The Government of Pakistan attaches great importance to the intensification of interaction among ECO member states. We are committed to building ECO as a model for regional cooperation. Economic growth and development are indispensable for peace and stability to achieve this objective, the first prerequisite is the building and strengthening of the transport and communications infrastructure.


The growth of intra-regional trade cannot materialize without the elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers. These measures would, in due course, lead to better sectoral allocation of resources and high productivity in the ECO region. This would also lead to higher profit margins due to the economies of scale. We are ready to join you in a collective endeavour for development through cooperation.

Mr. Chairman,


The recent ministerial meeting on Transport and Communications at Ashgabat rightly highlighted the importance of the development of the transport and communications sector for the rapid growth of the economies of the region. The ECO Member States have a long way to go in building their infrastructure to the desired level. We are fully prepared to work together with our partners for achieving this important objective.


My government places great emphasis on the development of the transport and communications sector. Within Pakistan, a network of modern motor ways linked to existing and new deep water ports is underway. This would not only play a vital role in the economic development of Pakistan, but would also improve the trade links of our partners in Central Asia with the outside world. This is at the heart of complementarities of economic development in the region.


We in Pakistan have launched a multi-dimensional economic development approach under our 2010 Programme, with concrete targets to be achieved within the next 12 years. We believe a similar approach for ECO with concrete targets in priority areas could prepare our region to enter the next, millennium with hope and confidence.


The development of the energy sector is another priority area. Pakistan wishes to move in tandem with member states for the development of the energy resources of the region. The planned oil and gas pipelines from Central Asia through Afghanistan to Pakistan and from Iran to Pakistan are of vital importance to our region. Pakistan is not only a vast market of 140 million people but the shortest route for the exports of Central Asian oil and gas to East Asia.

Excellencies,


It is my privilege to extend a warm and cordial invitation to you all to participate in an economic summit being held from 13th to 15th September in Islamabad. This Central Asia-South Asia Summit, in collaboration with the World Economic Forum, will provide a unique opportunity to the political and business leadership of our region to interact with international financiers, chief executives of multinationals and other leading personalities. It is our expectation that this coming together of Central and South Asian leaders will not only project the vast economic potentials of the two regions but also stimulate their economic growth through enhanced trade and investment. I look forward to welcoming you in Pakistan for this event.

Mr. Chairman,


It is gratifying that ECO is establishing several major institutions for promoting overall development in the region. The early completion of procedural formalities will help these institutions to take off the ground and become fully operational. Of these the establishment of the ECO Trade and Development Bank and the ECO Re-insurance Company are of fundamental importance. These would have a catalytic effect on promoting greater economic interaction among member states.

Mr. Chairman,


The link between peace and growth is undeniable. Our efforts for the socio-economic development of our region will be self-defeating in the absence of peace and security. The aggression against Azerbaijan, the continuing fratricide in Afghanistan and the massive use of force to stamp out the legitimate struggle of the people of Jammu and Kashmir have generated instability. This, in turn, impedes economic growth and cooperation in the region.


The restoration of durable peace and stability in Afghanistan is of vital importance to the region. Pakistan fully supports all efforts in achieving this objective. A significant beginning has already been made in the recently held Steering Committee Meeting of all Afghan parties in Islamabad. An early convening of the Ulema Commission would give a further impetus to the peace process. Let me reiterate that peace in Afghanistan is not only a prerequisite for alleviating the sufferings of our Afghan brothers but is also essential for the prosperity of our region.

Mr. Chairman,


It is clear to us that the promise of peace and security in South Asia will not be realized until a just solution is found to the Kashmir dispute. The people of Kashmir have been denied their right to self-determination for too long. Pakistan has consistently worked for a peaceful settlement of this long festering dispute in accordance with the resolutions of the UN Security Council.


Once again Pakistan took the initiative to resume the dialogue with India. We hope that our sincerity of purpose will be reciprocated through a serious effort for resolving all outstanding problems including the core issue of Jammu and Kashmir. A peaceful resolution of the Kashmir dispute is indispensable for improving the security climate of our region.

Mr. Chairman,


We stand at the threshold of the twenty-first century. It is for us to demonstrate the political will and determination to translate our hopes and aspirations into reality. This crucial period of contemporary history calls for greater ingenuity. Informatics and technology are transforming the social and economic landscape of the globe. At the same time the specter of poverty continues to cast a show over prospects of advancement and prosperity. We can and we must face the challenges of an increasingly interdependent world through closer regional cooperation within the framework of ECO so as to bring in an era of progress and prosperity.

Mr. Chairman,


Pakistan will spare no effort in making this organization a formidable forum for cooperation. I am confident that with the resolute will of all the member states we shall overcome the challenges ahead. Let us pray that the new era brings in ever growing peace and prosperity to our region. This is what we owe to our peoples.


Thank you.
