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Honorable Mr. Chairman,

Dear Heads of States and delegations,

Esteemed Secretary General,

Ladies and gentlemen,


On behalf of the delegation of the Kyrgyz Republic, let me heartily greet the participants of this high Forum and wish all of us the fruitful work and success in achieving the noble objectives of our Organization.


I have to kindly thank Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for the expressed a really genuine hospitality and cordiality, creation of divine conditions for holding of our Meeting. At the same time I am congratulating you, honorable President, on your having been elected a Chairman of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

Mr. Chairman,


I am pleased to note that the agenda of our today’s jubilee Summit of the Heads of the ECO States comprises the issues of a conceptual and large-scale nature, improvement of mechanisms of interaction and efficient cooperation within the Organization. Regular meetings at a high level, intensive consultations and the active work of the chiefs of the appropriate bodies prove the aspiration and will of our countries and peoples for epitomizing the idea of having a common economic space as a bridge of friendship and cooperation between Europe and Asia to link Central Asia and the Persian Gulf, the Black and Caspian seas. We guess this makes a principle essential platform our Organization functions on.

Mr. Chairman,


The onward fruitful cooperation by the ECO Members at the regional, sub-regional and international levels meets the requirements of all the States. Fulfillment of the Almaty declaration will undoubtedly and must promote development and strengthening of the national economies. I am deeply convinced that the Declaration is an economic cooperation Strategy not only among our countries, but it allows them to expand the range of meaningful and useful interrelations with the adjacent countries as well. The Kyrgyz Republic seconds the Almaty declaration and is prepared for the closest partnership to carry out its provisions.

Mr. Chairman,


The present development of trade and economic relations, intensification of regional and sub-regional integration, establishment of strong contacts with the world community cannot do without developing the transport infrastructure. The ECO Member-States are in the heart of transport and communication flows in the “East-West” and “North-South” directions, and due to this, the development of transport and communications can be regarded to be the most priority spheres of cooperation by our countries.


It should be noted that at present there are two trends in the world. The first one relates to the more and more deepening of processes of interdependence and globalization, avalanche-like evolution of the latest know-how and communication systems, unprecedented acceleration of flows of information and capital, “wash-out” of the national borders. The second trend reflects the utmost high level of integration at the regional and sub-regional levels.


The adequate comprehension of the above-said trends is of paramount significance to the future of the Organization, since the development of cooperation not only among the ECO Member-States themselves but the activation of relations with the neighbouring countries and regions will promote forming of new reliable transport arteries and fuller involvement of the rich regional potential.

Mr. Chairman,

Vast opportunities both for the intraregional and international cooperation in the development of energy, implementation of joint projects related to the electric energy transmission are available. The high resource security and cost-effectiveness, cheap and ecologically sound production of energy are the weighty potential for the cooperation of the ECO Member-States. I am deeply convinced that interconnection of power grids of the Member-States would be a catalyst for the acceleration of social and economic development of all he States of the region.

Mr. Chairman,


I hope that this Summit will become an important historical chain towards the development and consolidation of mutual understanding among our States and make it possible to give an impetus to the further intensification of cooperation both in the ECO and at the sub-regional and international levels.


Taking into account the growing role of the Organization in the world community and confirming Kyrgyzstan’s interest in intensification of cooperation with the ECO Member-States, I would like to suggest that the Bishkek city, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, be the venue for the next 6th ECO Summit in 2000.


In conclusion, I would like to once again thank Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for the hospitality. And I also want to express a special gratitude to the ECO Secretariat and Mr. Onder Osar, ECO Secretary General, for their work on preparation and holding of this Meeting. I wish all of you every success and hope that by our joint efforts the provisions of the adopted Almaty declaration will epitomize specific and practical actions for the sake of progress and prosperity of our countries and peoples.

Thanks for your attention.
