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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent The Merciful

Mr. Chairman


It is with great pleasure that I attend this Summit, I congratulate you on your election to the Chair. I am confident that with your efforts, we will be able to achieve fruitful results. I also see it my duty to express my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for the warm hospitality and the facilities offered to us by the people and Government of Kazakhstan during our stay here.

Honored Participants


We, the ECO member countries share a common culture and history. By referring to this subject, I do not simply intend to repeat the expression that is customarily made in political speeches, often taken as the prelude to the main theme. I invite our esteemed participants to reflect on the deep and comprehensive implication of the concept.


As it is customarily impossible to restrict the scope of an individual and set him apart from his community, likewise, it is not feasible to conceive the existence of any state in isolation from its neighbours; neighbours that have, throughout the millennia, gone together through bitter and sweet experiences of times, have fought and made peace with each other, have intimately shared a common background or at least enjoyed many similar cultural and artistic values. More so because in the realms of culture, civilization, and historical and social experiences, it is not possible to conceive of border demarcations as in geographical field. The regional nations and governments, therefore, must set forth their objectives and macro economic and political plans in a way to cope with the same commonly shared realities, i.e. shared cultural and historical backgrounds. Because, as human beings, we are inevitably historical beings’ and this quality is not accidental and alien to our essential existence.


Man, in essence, is a historical entity and history, as great thinkers have taught us, is not something that merely relates to bygone days. Our national identity and the horizon of our future life and existence are closely knitted with the appreciation of our past history. Our conjoined historical experience would not be merely used as diplomatic rhetoric, rather, our political and economic decisions should conform to the same common mental and cultural identity.


Around 3500-3000 years BC, the immigrant race we known as Indo-Europeans today, settled on the expansive region that stretches from the Southern Siberian plains to Central Asia. Centuries later, the race spread downward to Iran, India and Afghanistan. In the middle of the Second Millennium BC, another group crossed the Caucasian mountains and branched out into Asia Minor and northern Mesopotamia. Since the time of their settlement until this date, innumerable occurrences and events have befallen the people of this region. These events, taken collectively, constitute a reality designated as “commonly shared historical experience”. Now, if we are able to comprehend the deep sense of commonly shared historical experiences, we can then easily perceive that all of us belong to this expansive reality which stretches beyond our “present status” to that of future.


Looking at regional organizations from the same perspective, we would no longer see them simply as means of protecting economic and political interests; in addition, they will become cultural and humane institutions which have taken shape on the basis of diverse historical experiences so as to investigate and implement the appropriate ways to preserve, protect and promote cultural, economic and political ties among the member countries. On this interpretation, regional organizations, while recognizing sovereign geographical boundaries of each state, embark on a scrutiny to identify the existential roots of nations. If so, regional organizations are identified as institutions which endeavour to strengthen the foundations of peace and security of the region and through joint economic measures, pave the way for the advancement of member countries.


One of the vital constituent elements of common cultural and historical experience, has been the spread of Islam in the region. Not only did the peoples of this region converged toward Islam, their efforts and endeavours for the spread of religious knowledge and fostering of Islamic thoughts and civilization has been unequaled in the history of Islam. The importance of the Transoxania and Greater Khorassan is not unknown to researchers of Islamic culture and civilization. This land has had a fateful impact on the appearance and substance of the Islamic civilization and culture. A large number of scholastic thinkers, Gnostics, Muslim jurisprudents, poets, traditionalists, philosophers, mathematicians, architects and, in short, great Muslim men of letters and sciences have been born and raised to fame in this area so that enthusiastic students thirsting for knowledge and wisdom came from the remotest corners of the Islamic world to acquire knowledge in this region and cultivated their minds and sanctified their souls at centers of learning in Neishbur, Balkh, Herat, Samarqand and Bukhara.


Peaceful coexistence of the people of this region, be they Bhuddists, Christians, Zoroastrians, or Muslim and the followers of various denominations such as Ismailis, Sunnis and Shiites have turned this part of the world into a perfect and unparalleled area. Therefore, we would have no need to await the arrival of the age of enlightenment and the propounding of the concept of “tolerance” by such philosophers as John Locke in order to have philosophical proofs and to derive evidences from historical experiences to substantiate the appropriateness of and need for peaceful coexistence and avoidance of violence and war, provided that we can differentiate between the cultural life of the Islamic society in the course of history and what has befallen it politically. Those Europeans who try hard to present themselves as the inventors and discoverers of such notions as ‘tolerance’ and ‘human rights’ would do well to learn from the researchers of history of religion, some of whom are incidentally Europeans, in order to avoid fallacious reduction of human history through European culture and civilization. On the other hand, our magnificent historical past should not merely remain the source of our pride and self-glorification and blind us to the painful realities of the region today.

Honorable Participants


It is nearly two decades since Afghanistan has been caught up in violence a fratricide and has faced a human tragedy of immense magnitude. These conditions have not only resulted in grave losses and ruin for the innocent, defenseless and oppressed people of that country, it has entailed insurmountable problems and complications for the neighbouring countries, and, besides, prepared the grounds for foreign intervention and disruption of the stability and security of the region.


The Islamic Republic of Iran insist that the problem of Afghanistan has no military solution and can only come about through ceasefire and negotiation between the involved parties and, ultimately, find a solution through the will and wishes of the people of the country. We have done our best to help the country move in the direction of peace and tranquility by inviting all belligerent factions to the negotiating table.


Peace in Tajikistan needs care, self-restraint and continued cooperation among all the warring indigenous groups. Vigilance towards any divisive move, and the continuation greater assistance by the international community and aid for the reconstruction and development of the country will go a long way in consolidating and preserving peace.


Unfortunately, the issue of Karabakh continues to be a flash point of tension in the region preventing restoration of peace and tranquility in the Caucasus region. Since the very existence of such volatile centers of crisis is likely to inflict irreparable damage on human life, economy and security in the region, the Islamic Republic of Iran earnestly calls for a peaceful settlement of the dispute and the establishment of peace between its two neighbouring countries.


In addition to these specific instances, unfortunately we are also witness to tension and violent and blood-letting conflicts throughout the world around us including Algeria, Occupied Palestine, Iraq, Bosnia and the Balkans.


Here, I should like to underline the position adopted by the Islamic Republic of Iran based on respect for integrity of international borders, peaceful solutions to political disputes, amicable settlement of differences among states, prevention of atrocity and injustice and defense of the legitimate rights of all human beings. We would very much wish to see all countries, specially ECO member countries, try to share ideas and cooperate in speedier reconstruction of their countries, raising the standard of living and promoting the welfare of their people. Certainly, the active presence of all member countries and fulfillment of their commitments within the Organisation will create the favourable ground for the solution of the problems and promotion of cooperation. Ultimately, it is through peace and stability that ECO will find greater power in the region and a greater say at the international level.

Mr. Chairman


The question of the Caspian Sea is, also, among the important current issues in the region since this Sea is the common heritage where the littoral states are brought together and is of utmost importance to their economy, politics, security and preservation of their ecology and therefore demands greater attention. As some ECO member countries gained independence, we have witnessed an increase in the number of sovereign independent states bordering the Caspian and this has been the origin of some extremely important developments which, in themselves, call for greater cooperation and coordination among the littoral states. The Caspian is the largest land-locked body of water in the world and exploration and exploitation of its rich oil and gas resources have been the focus of the international and regional attention. Reasonable utilisation of the biological resources and preservation of the environment of the Sea also needs joint cooperation, and the establishment of regulations that are accepted and respected by all interested parties. For this reason, we consider the establishment of the Organisation for the Cooperation of Caspian Littoral States as an effective step towards the reinforcement and direction of cooperation and as a complementary measure to ECO’s joint endeavours.

Mr. Chairman


In spite of the need for the expansion of commercial relations among member countries, unfortunately the volume of trade is still a mere fraction of the total international trade of these countries. To bolster trade exchange among these nations, meet the needs of each country from within the region and to secure ways for the actualization of this proposal such as the setting up of free trade zones, implementation of agreements on preferential tariff systems with the eventual elimination of tariff and non-tariff obstacles among ECO member states, the organisation of trade fairs, and the establishment of trade development banks, the ECO Insurance Company and the expansion of communications all require the attention and consideration of the respectable heads of ECO member countries.


The establishment of advanced communications and tele-communications systems, the expansion of road, air, shipping and rail transport networks, greater cooperation in the field of energy and finding suitable ways of supply it to consumer markets can make our Organisation flourish.


Finally, I would like to thank the people and the Government of Kazakhstan once again for hosting this Summit and I pray to Almighty God for the ever growing success of all nations in particular those of the member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organisation.


Vassalam

