Statement of H.E. Mr. Artur Rasizade, 

Prime Minister of the Azerbaijan Republic

(Unofficial English translation by ECO Secretariat)

Dear Mr. Chairman,

Esteemed Heads of States and Governments,

Ladies and gentlemen,


First of all, let me express my satisfaction on occasion of holding the 5th ECO Summit and greet the Heads of fraternal States as well as the representatives of the trustworthy international organizations.


I am also pleased to convey to you the greeting of Mr. Heydar Aliev, President of Azerbaijan, and his wishes of success for our Summit, happiness and welfare to all of you.


Let me cordially congratulate you, Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, on your having been elected a Chairman of this Meeting and express my sincere gratitude to you, dear President, the Government and peoples of Kazakhstan for the cordial hospitality rendered to our delegation.

Your Excellencies,


The notable features of the late XX century are the higher influence of economic factors on the world policy, internationalization and regionalization of the world economy. Integration processes are gaining power throughout the world and creation of economic unions and associations is easily observed. The objective nature of this trend that prevails in the international economic relations, reflects the States’ interests in the most efficient usage of the advantages of the international division of labour, mobilization of financial and material resources to execute joint large-scale projects.


Integration into the world economic system is one of the most important priorities for Azerbaijan as well as for the other economies in transition. Side-by-side with searching and developing the effective forms of equal and mutually beneficial bilateral economic relationship with all the interested countries Azerbaijan attaches a special importance to the multilateral cooperation making the Economic Cooperation Organization play a leading role in it.


The last 5 years since the ECO has been working as a new expanded body, have proved the necessity and vitality of this kind of regional cooperation. The direct evidence of it are the adoptions of the Quetta and Almaty Plans, Istanbul and Ashgabad declarations, which identify the immediate tasks for the basic spheres of our cooperation. In pursuance of these decisions certain measures for the fulfillment of specific tasks set forth in them, have been already taken. Also, for this short period of elaboration a certain progress has been made in such priority spheres as transport and communications, a successful development of which in the region is supposed to be of great importance for the development of trade, production cooperation and other areas of economic cooperation. Due to this I would like to note that it was not just a chance that the main agenda item discussed by the Heads of ECO Member-States on May last year in Ashgabad, was the adoption of Declaration on developing the transport and communications’ infrastructure and transnational pipelines’ network in the ECO region.


Azerbaijan as one of the initiator of forming the Europe-Caucasus-Asia transport corridor, attaches a vital importance to the development of it considering it to be a durable mechanism that promotes the development of alternative transport networks, which will provide the economic independence to the involved countries, make it possible to carry out the further economic and democratic reforms, create conditions for transforming the region into the zone of stability and prosperity. Our Republic, rich in the natural and power resources and geographically taking an important location in the European-Asian transport corridor, deems it the most important factor of expanding the economic ties and developing the integration processes between Europe and the ECO Member-Countries.

To Azerbaijan as well as to the most of the ECO Member-Countries with no direct access to the sea ports, the creation of a thick transport and communication infrastructure, their joining with the transport systems outside the ECO region will be of a paramount significance in terms of developing both the intraregional trade and the country’s integration into the world market.

Activation of relations of the Economic Cooperation Organization with the other regional and international economic and financial organizations of a universal nature and, first of all, with those of the UN system, is of a certain importance for the sustainable development of the regional economic cooperation.

The measures taken in this direction and especially the development of cooperative relations with the Organization of the Islamic Conference, UNESCAP, UNIDO, UNDP, IDB, ASEAN promote enhancement of the prestige of ECO and strengthening of its positions on the world arena. In this connection, we regard it important to establish close relations with the international financial organizations in order to obtain not only a technical assistance for the ECO programmes and projects but for the full or partial funding of them as well.

It is also a pleasure to note the intensification of cooperation among the ECO Member-Countries in such fields as energy and mineral resources, agriculture and industry, economic research and statistics, ecological conservancy and control of illicit drug trafficking etc. I would like to note that all these areas of cooperation are the priority ones for the region, but a greater attention should be paid to the programmes and projects already adopted so that to have them come true as soon as possible.

Mr. Chairman,

Dear participants,

Though ECO as an economic organization focuses on the economic tasks and projects, we have to take into account that the political stability and peace in the region are the necessary conditions for the economic development of the ECO Member-Countries. We want our concern over the conflicts in the ECO region and, in particular, the clashes in the Nagorno-Karabakh province of Azerbaijan to be understood this way. In this connection, I would like to note that as a result of the aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan 20 % of our territory has been occupied and over 1 million of people are considered refugees and displaced people in their own country.

At the present stage of settling the conflict deteriorating because Armenia has turned down the proposal of the co-Chairman of the OSCE group in Minsk on a stage-by-stage settlement as per the basic principles of the OSCE Summit in Lisbon and Azerbaijan still adheres to the peaceful settlement of conflict within the Minsk group and is ready to resume the neogitations with Armenia.


In conclusion, let me express hope that the outcomes of this Summit and signed agreements will favour economic development of both the entire regional every Member Country.


Thank you.
