Statement by Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani, 

President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan
In The Name of God, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

Your Excellency the Chairman of the Summit

President Nursultan Nazarbaev,

Dear Brothers

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen


I am happy to express the most sincere greeting of the Afghan people and of myself to you, President Nazarbaev, to the brotherly Kazakh people, to all of you present here and to your peoples. The magnificent hospitality of the Kazakh Nation  deserves our admiration and gratitude.


The Afghan nation, in spite of all hardships it is encountering today, has the full consciousness of belonging to this family of nations, closely linked to each other by geography and history.


Afghanistan has a unique situation in being a bridge between the Central Asia and the South Asia. Afghanistan is also a transit land between the Middle East and the sub-continent. This situation has had a vast historical meaning. It has an actual and prevailing relevance for the circumstances pertaining to the beginning of twenty-first century.


Afghanistan must struggle with many hardships for being ready to render this service to the community of the nations assembled here.


This North-South and also the East-West transit and transport service responsibility is naturally falling on the Afghans and this is why the ECO has a vital importance in short and long term planning of our country’s economic policy.


We therefore, support the common views of the ECO members in all important regional and global issues. The well-being and security of the peoples of ECO region is a condition for our reconstruction and security. In the same way, a peaceful Afghanistan of tomorrow, with a broad based government, enjoying an administrative unity where all the ethnic groups of the country, men and women, shall work for the reconstruction and the revitalization of their motherland, shall be a condition to be fulfilled for the security and for the economic regional cooperation as promoted by the ECO according to its charter. Afghanistan has to actively contribute in enhancing the cooperation within the framework of the ECO.


The development of transit, transportation, communication and energy sector in ECO countries is essential for all members of our organizations but very specially for Afghanistan.


The Permanent Delegation of Afghanistan to the United Nations contributed in drafting cosponsoring and lobbying the resolution No. 20 of the 52nd General Assembly which confirms the ECO goals and a “permanent body for intra-regional cooperation, consultation and coordination in order to enforce economic, social and cultural development”. The relationship between the ECO and the United Nations as established on the basis of this resolution has a crucial importance not only in the framework of the United Nations, but also in relation with UN specialized agencies. We propose further exchange of views and cooperation between the ECO missions to the UN and to all these agencies at the general conferences of these specialized agencies.

Mr. President,


We agree that the Almaty Declaration of today, as drafted, re-emphasises the importance of transport and communication sectors and calls upon Member States to implement the decisions taken a year ago in Ashgabat. We also reiterate the contents of Almaty Outline Plan for development of transport sector in the ECO region.


We plan to link in the future our telecommunications system with the Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optic Cable System and to contribute in the whole region.


We welcome the entry into force of the Transit Trade Agreement on simplification of visa procedures for the businessmen and the establishment of transit trade committee in Ashgabat.


The UNCTAD offices in Geneva can very usefully help us in the course of simplification of many other bureaucratic procedures in relation with trade and transit.


We are conscious of our responsibility in making our country a central link of liaison for trade and transit. We are in great need of a major reconstruction. Indeed our transport infrastructure need to be repaired, reconstructed and completed. However, we have full confidence in readiness of our people to perform this immense job and we hope the international assistance including the help of ECO would come to our rescue in due time. This is why, today, the promotion of the peace process in Afghanistan is certainly very important for all countries of the ECO.

Mr. President,


It is quite clear, that economic cooperation and specially transit, transport and communications cannot be secured but in a surrounding of security and peace. 


As far as the Islamic State of Afghanistan is concerned, it is seriously promoting the efforts aiming at the strengthening of the peace process in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations under auspices of the Special Representative of the Secretary General and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference.


Inspite of the rejection of the UN peace process, by the opposite side, upon the invitation of His Excellency Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, I visited that country. Our participation in Ashgabat meeting and our active participation in the Steering Committee in Islamabad indicates our firm determination to continue the peace process.


Inspite of the fact that the opposite side’s attitude has caused suspension of the talks, we maintain our readiness to take part in the subsequent rounds of the dialogue.


We expect all the countries having influence on the Taliban to continuously and seriously persuade them to continue the talks.


Our meeting here has its own agenda. Therefore I do not go into details of the Afghanistan problem. However in relation with different points of our agenda I reiterate the fact that the continuation of the armed conflict prevents all positive cooperation in the fields of economic development, transport, transit and communication of ECO members.


On the other hand, in relation with our agenda to fight the cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotics which in our common duty, as required by the international resolutions.


Unfortunately, drug trafficking is closely linked to the phenomenon of terrorism. Other dangerous aspects of terrorism causes the continuation of the armed conflict and tensions in relations between the countries and deprives them of all the positive opportunities to promote social development and economic cooperations.


In the Taliban occupied territories drug cultivation has doubled and shall be reaching soon to a dreadful record.


This issue requires the earliest attention of the ECO countries and other countries of the world.


At the end, I express my most sincere gratitude to you and the Kazakh people for their hospitality. I congratulate you for adopting the name of Astana, for your new capital and assure Your Excellency that the word Astana, has a pleasant meaning in the languages of the members of the ECO.


Peace Upon all of you and the Mercy of good and His Blessings.

