Statement by H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
(Unofficial English Translation)


Esteemed Mr. Chairman,


Esteemed Mr. Secretary General,


Esteemed Heads of States/Governments,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


Let me on behalf of the delegation of the Republic of Uzbekistan express our gratitude to the President of Turkmenistan Mr. Saparmurat Niazov for the hospitality.


Mr. Niazov is elected as a Chairman of our organisation for the next tenure. I am glad of this opportunity to congratulate him on this occasion.


Let me also to greet the Heads of States/Governments of ECO countries and express confidence in the fruitfulness of our joint work for the benefit of our peoples.


Esteemed Mr. Chairman,


Political and economic realities of the recent years convincingly witness the enhancement of the role of cooperation and integration in the whole process of the global development.


These conclusions are confirmed by integration of fifteen European States, by joint economic activity of NAFTA countries, by success of the countries of South-East Asia, the cooperation of which within the framework of ASEAN has strengthened the global tendency of the development from regionalism to globalism.


The contours of global integration are outlined by a recent meeting of the Heads of States of the European Union and ASEAN in Bangkok.


Uzbekistan along with Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan is carrying out a progressive line of enhancement and gaining bigger dynamics of the Central Asian integration which bears an objective character. At the same time we promptly stated about our commitment to international cooperation for the purpose of a wide scale integration of the national economies into the world economic community.


I repeatedly was speaking about the integration process viewed by Uzbekistan within the frame of interaction of the New Independent States. We believe that partnership must be equal and by no means limit our freedom and independence and our developing contacts in different part of the globe.


We cannot afford also forcing as well as politizing and ideologizing this process. The integration presupposes a good will, equal rights and complete freedom in the choice of both partners and the scale of participation in the given process.


Mr. Chairman,


Since recently parallelly to practical implementation of the international efforts a great attention is attached to the elaboration of conceptual basics of the international integration. To this end I would like to especially mention out that it is not states to integrate but their deideologized and depolized economies and markets.


ECO will become a really integration organisation if its activity will be carried out only on these principles.


Four years have passed since Uzbekistan along with the six other countries entered ECO. During this period a number of basic documents were adopted which determined the prospective and priorities in different spheres of cooperation. First steps are being undertaken to realize decisions taken by us, important agreements on the enhancement of ECO activity, on the establishment of a number of its institutions are signed.


I hope for the practical results of ECO activity in such areas as trade, transport, communication will be felt in the nearest future.


It is good that today we have the part of the ECO transport programme implemented – i.e. the construction of Tejen-Saraks-Mashad-Bandar Abbas railway line which will connect the railway systems of the Central Asian States and Iran, and will open an access to the southern ports.


This is a good example of realization of ECO possibilities. Within the frame of this Organisation, joining efforts, resources, possibilities and proceeding from their national interests we are able to ease the resolution of challenging economic tasks which are of a vital significance for the development of the whole region.


Esteemed Heads of States,


The commonality of our economic interests is in the base of ECO. I think there is no need to convince anyone in the range of these interests are coinciding.


What is our vision of the reserves of enhancement of mutually beneficial interaction? Firstly, it is a common set for constructive cooperation, for coordination of positions and mutual economic interests of our countries.


Secondly, it is a solution of transport communication problems. Without modern, developed transport infrastructure it is impossible to completely utilize all the economic potential of our countries.


With Tejen-Mashad-Bandar Abbas railway line putting into effect the countries of Central Asia are receiving new possibilities of interaction with the world economic centers. This gives us hope.


No belittling the significance of the new transport railway line we at the same time must admit that it is not in the capacity to satisfy all the requirements of such a big region which is ECO region where almost 300 million people live.


We also are to take into account the perspective of joining this direction by other States which are not members of our Organisation who experience an acute need of access to the High Seas. The situation itself is bringing us to continue joint work to create and implement other communication projects.


Transport programme of ECO must stipulate the development of the new South directed routes towards the ports of Pakistan through Termez and Kushka.


In this regard we support the initiative of Pakistan to restore communications through Gerat. This route will let in future to create Trans Asian Automobile and Railway lines which in the nearest future will greatly contribute in the development of the whole continent.


Another perspective direction – Trans Caucasian which is being implemented through the city of Turkmenbashi. The number of European international organizations and first of all European Union, are greeting this project. It is a possibility of a straight access through the ports of Georgia to the European market, overcoming transport isolation of the region of Central Asia.


To this end the signed in Seraks with your participation of the four side agreement between Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan opens one more real perspective of connecting Asia and Europe. I am sure that this direction of the development of transport communications matches the true interests of all the States represented at this forum and striving to enter not only into regional but also into a global trade and economic, cultural and technical integration.


Competitiveness of the initiatives and ideas which for sure will take place must be directed not to contradictory positioning of one projects to the other ones, but to search of optimal ways of their mutual constituency for our common interest.


Mr. Chairman,


Thirdly, I want to draw your attention to the scientific and technical cooperation of the ECO member countries.


Scientific and technical potential of the international organisation is a compound of potentials of its members and in many cases determines its place in the world economic scheme.


It is vital to unite efforts on integration of our scientific and technical potential, coordination of scientific elaboration and determination of their priority directives. It raises the task of setting up the system of exchange of scientific information within the ECO frame.


Fourthly, important is the development of ties and relations in the cultural and spiritual fields. To our view the economic interaction of states must be strengthened by diverse contacts in these fields, directed to the revival of the best traditions of our ancestors.


Today the acute issue stands connected to the threat of physical and moral health of our peoples. I mean the problems of business in drugs which took a real threat shape. Within the frame of our organisation it is necessary to evolve a regional programme of struggle against the production, transit and addiction of these drugs.


Availing of this opportunity I would like to thank all the present of whom took part in the international seminar-conference on cooperation in the field of drugs control held in Tashkent on 3-4 May 1996.


MOU in the field of drugs control adopted in Tashkent witnesses that only wide scale coordinated international efforts may put the limit to the proliferation of this very dangerous phenomenon of the 21st century.


A composite part of this programme may become cooperation in the field of health. Priority is issues of enhancement of health of mothers and children, struggle with infections, promotion of national systems of health and supply by modern medication and equipment.


Now the last point to be mentioned. I have reiterated on many occasions that the politization and idealization of ECO activities is inacceptable implying the danger of transformation of this organisation into a military/political entity.


I think, such a prospect will not be in the interest of anyone. To our deep belief, this forum which is according its name and purpose is aimed at solving of economic, humanitarian and communication problem should not be transformed into a tribune for various political statements and declarations. Moreover, we consider it unacceptable and we stand against any attempt to use this tribune for various attacks or charges addressed to other non ECO Member States.


We cannot accept the attempts of some countries and their leaders to impose to this forum their own vision of various important international political problems. Such a vision is absolutely unacceptable at least for Uzbekistan. I declare categorically that if all these attempts to politize ECO continue, Uzbekistan will have to leave the Organisation.


Distinguished Heads of State,


ECO Member States have an immense constructive potential. And if we are united by purity of aspirations, nobility of aims and sincere desire to help each other, then the joint economic area will enlarge and strengthen. This is the pledge of the prosperity of our countries, well-being of peoples, consolidation of mutual confidence, peace and stability in our regions.

