Statement by H.E. Mr. Suleyman Demirel, President of Turkey

President Turkmenbasi,


Honourable Heads of State,


Ministers,


Mr. Secretary General,


Distinguished Delegates,


On the occasion of the Fourth ECO Summit Meeting, it is an honour for me to address such an august body of Heads of State and Governments. As we start this auspicious event, I wish to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude to my dear brother, President Saparmurad Turkmenbasi for hosting us here in this beautiful city, Ashgabad indeed, we are always at home in Turkmenistan.


I congratulate President Turkmenbasi for his Chairmanship of the Summit. With his wisdom and Statesmanship we will steer the Fourth ECO Summit to outstanding success.


Each time I visit Turkmenistan, I am deeply impressed by the pace of development of this brotherly country under the able leadership of His Excellency Turkmenbasi. I take this opportunity to extend to him my warmest congratulations and appreciation for the remarkable achievements realized in this great country.


Enchanted by the legendarily warm and generous Turkmen hospitality, I would like to convey to my brother Turkmenbasi and through him to the brotherly people of Turkmenstan, the assurances of the eternal solidarity of the people of Turkey with their Turkmen brothers and their earnest wishes of peace and prosperity.

Excellencies,


One of the most important and ancient documents of this region, the “KUTADGU-BILIG”, lays down the foundations of law as:


“KONILIK” (JUSTICE)


“UZLUK” (UTILITY) AND


“TUZLUK” (EQUALITY)


As they illuminated the paths of wise rulers of our ancient past, these principles shall also lead our Organisation towards new horizons of success and prominence. The new institutional base and operational regulations of ECO shall be based on the principles of sovereign equality, justice, economic utility, and viability.


Mr. President,


Yesterday, we witnessed a spectacular event. It was the materialization of a hundred-year old dream at Meshed and Sarakhs. Now, after centuries, rails of peace and opportunity rejoin our lands once again. At this very moment, I am as proud and happy as my brothers Presidents Turkmenbasi and Rafsanjani. Thanks to their vision, the ECO region has become more accessible to the countries outside the region. The possibilities for increasing intra-regional trade have now also gained new dimensions.


The realization of the Tedjan-Sarakhs-Meshed railway project is a salient evidence of the commitment to the decisions of the 1992 Ashgabad Summit and the Ashgabad Agreement of May 10, 1992. Furthermore, the implementation of this important project falls fully in line with the provisions of ECO’s Quetta Plan of Action, Istanbul Declaration and the Almaty Outline Plan for the development of the transport sector in the ECO region.


We are now duty-bound to transform this project into an overall success story for the whole region. We need to complete the remaining parts of the railway network in the region as rapidly as possible. The dream of reviving the historic “Silk Road” is bound to become an eventual reality. We are looking forward to the days when railroads will link the Atlantic to the sea of China and thereby help link our common destiny.


On the other hand, building roads and railroads are, by themselves, not enough. We need to work on a legal framework which will make the flow of traffic between our countries an easy task, rather than a burden. We must urgently simplify and harmonize our legal and administrative arrangements so that border points will no longer hinder, but facilitate the smooth flow of goods.


Effective interregional communications networks are most essential to complement these efforts. If we are to enhance business and trade in our region, we must start by facilitating the conditions to do so. Turkey stands ready to offer its best endeavours towards attaining these goals.


The road to peace and stability passes through regional cooperation and interdependence. As the world becomes smaller, we can no longer isolate ourselves from issues affecting the common destiny of Humankind, such as famine, poverty, disease and environmental problems. Only through concerted action can we effectively overcome such problems of universal magnitude.


The Economic Cooperation Organisation, for one, is an ideal forum to elaborate, discuss and implement means to ameliorate the living conditions of our peoples, through close interaction and cooperation.


This organisation, moreover, is a forum that allows us a better understanding of each other in a cordial and brotherly atmosphere. I am sure that we all agree that our motives should remain non-political and solely economically inclined, so that we can build ECO into a forum nourishing economic cooperation.


Since our meeting in Islamabad in 1995, ECO reached a new phase in its consolidation. We have now before us a new Treaty of Izmir and new documents restructuring ECO in line with our advanced requirements. Taking this opportunity, I wish to thank the Eminent Persons Group for the excellent work they have accomplished. The Group has carried out its mandate successfully and in an exemplary manner. Their recommendations are realistic and viable.


The day before yesterday, the Council of Ministers adopted the reform and restructuring package for ECO. They decided to convene an Extraordinary Meeting in Turkey to sign the new Treaty of Izmir. We are confident that the new Treaty and subsequent structural reforms will provide ECO with fresh momentum in the implementation of its programmes. The Government of Turkey will be happy to host the Extraordinary Session of the Council of Ministers.


Honourable Heads of State and Government,


Distinguished Delegates,


The profound changes and challenges affecting the world continue in all areas and directions. In order to keep pace with global developments, we must act quickly and decisively. The age of regionalization and globalization foresees a significant role for us. But, the world will not wait for us if we cannot adapt ourselves to our times. The more we open and integrate our region to the emerging global system, the better the opportunities for us to generate development.


I am proud to observe that significant progress has been achieved within ECO towards the transformation and adjustment of our national economies to the rapidly developing and changing international environment. Yet, a lot still remains to be done. It is natural that the pace and scale of social and economic reforms vary from country to country. The uniting factor, however, is our continued commitment to the principles of market economy.


The experience of recent years shows that ECO is fast becoming an effective instrument which can serve sustained economic development. It has succeeded in setting globally acceptable, immediate, mid-term and long-term objectives for its operations. It has adopted the new Treaty of Izmir. By doing so it has taken concrete and substantive steps to reorganize itself as a forward-looking regional forum. It has taken the necessary steps to lay down the foundations of a strengthened international secretariat.


It has been able to formulate much needed common parameters and guidelines for coordinated policies, actions and joint projects in many sectors, and, it has started evolving institutional relations based on dialogue, openness, understanding and mutuality of benefit with other regional and international organizations. We have now adopted a new economic cooperation strategy. We will now be able to focus on selected priority areas most suited to our region.


Turkey is as committed as ever to the realization of ECO’s common objectives. Turkish accession to Customs Union with the European Union has introduced new elements to our economic interaction and relations with third countries. Through the Customs Union Turkey will become a bridge between ECO and Europe in the economic, financial and technological fields.


The modalities of interaction and cooperation between ECO and the European Union are yet to be worked out, but certainly, there will be numerous possibilities for cooperation between the two regions in the fields of trade, transport, communications and energy.


Since these key sectors of economic activity figure among the highest priority objectives of ECO I can assure you that Turkey will help to build a resourceful relationship between ECO and the EU.


Excellencies,


Secretary General Mr. Shamshad Ahmad’s term of office will end with this Summit. We pay special tribute to Secretary General Ahmad for guiding ECO in a most dedicated and professional manner from a three member organisation to an enlarged one incorporating ten Member States. I commend him for his invaluable efforts and strong determination to bring ECO to the fore of regional economic organizations. We wish him success in his future responsibilities.


I also wish success to our new Secretary General Mr. Onder Ozar. He has served with distinction in the Turkish Foreign Ministry. He will carry on the challenge of building ECO into a dynamic organisation serving the welfare of the peoples of its Member States.


Before concluding my remarks, I would like to take this opportunity to share with you Turkey’s views on a number of current issues of mutual concern.


Our Central Asian brothers are currently going through a difficult period of transition. Transition to new political, economic and social models is indeed no easy task.


The disruption of the economic and trade ties they had with the former Soviet Union and the need for the replacement of these ties with more rational links make this transition all the more difficult.


The achievement of peace, stability and democracy in the Central Asian States should be of equal concern to all ECO members. We should continue to support them in their struggle for modernization.


I would like to hereby praise President Turkmenbasi’s initiative to secure the status of permanent neutrality for his country. This auspicious development will contribute to the attainment of our goals, namely peace and stability in the region, and deserves the support of all of us.


The conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia is one of the main destabilizing factors in the southern Caucasus. We believe that the settlement of this conflict should be found within the Minks process in accordance with the OSCE Budapest Summit decision.


In this regard, respect to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Azerbaijan is of paramount importance. We acknowledge that the security concerns of the Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians should be met. However, the evacuation of the occupied Azeri territories and the return of the refuges to their homes must also take place immediately. The Azeri refugees have suffered three years of living in hardship and desperation. The international community must not allow them to spend another winter in such conditions.


We would like to see the issue of Chechnya resolved through peaceful means within the framework of the territorial integrity of the Russian Federation and with no further bloodshed.


Turkey attaches great importance to the restoration of peace, security and stability in brotherly Tajikistan. It is our desire that a political solution ensuring territorial integrity and sovereignty of Tajikistan be reached soon. More active involvement by international organizations, especially the U.N. and the OSCE will have a positive effect in the efforts to settle the problem.


After long years of war brought about by foreign invasion Afghanistan, has still to restore domestic stability. We are hoping that they will soon achieve national reconciliation.


All parties in Afghanistan must, first and foremost, put aside all arms and work in a spirit of dialogue and conciliation to bring about permanent order. They should assist the UN Mission, which in fact, is there to assist them. We are always ready to support the cause of peace in Afghanistan and to help provide relief to this brotherly nation.


Turkey is concerned over the situation in Jammu and Kashmir, fully shares the preoccupations of Pakistan and supports its efforts to bring an end to the Kashmir dispute through dialogue and within the rules of international law. As a member of the OIC Contact Group in Jammu and Kashmir, we will continue to lend support to efforts directed at solving this problem on the basis of international legitimacy.


It is of utmost importance to stop the human right abuses in Kashmir. The international community should react to these violations more promptly.


The signing of the Dayton/Paris Peace Agreement has opened a new era of peace in Bosnia. Turkey is prepared to continue its support for Bosnia and Herzegovina in the light of the new challenges and requirements of the post-conflict period in the region.


We are convinced that a lasting peace depends on economic recovery and reconstruction. The requirements of Bosnia and Herzegovina on its path to rehabilitation and reconstruction necessitates international efforts and cooperation, as well as national contributions. We are ready to share our experiences and expertise gained through our close involvement in Bosnia and we are prepared to cooperate with all countries both multilaterally as well as bilaterally for the civil implementation of peace in Bosnia.


The search for a lasting solution to the Cyprus problem still continues. The key principles of a Cyprus settlement are consent and mutual respect. Both sides must feel that their aspirations are equally valued and that institutions under a settlement fully reflect and protect the validity of their interests.


Any accommodation must resolve not only the relationship between the two sides in Cyprus but must also maintain the balance between Turkey and Greece in their relationship with Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean.


Meanwhile, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus will continue taking part in ECO’s activities and programmes. The Turkish Cypriot people are conscious of and grateful for the friendly receptiveness of their Muslim brothers in ECO and they look forward to strengthening their relations with them.


We regard the Middle East peace process as a golden opportunity. In this understanding, we advise perseverance to all parties to the peace process with which we have strong and historical relations. The hope for all the peoples of the region to live in security, peace and prosperity should remain alive. We believe that once a just, viable and comprehensive peace is established, all the peoples of the region will greatly benefit from the promising environment of cooperation that will come forth.


Regarding the issue of Middle East, we do not wish to see repeated the recent tragic events that the people of Lebanon had to endure.


Our view of eventual peace and harmony in the Middle East region includes the return of Iraq to the international community. In order to accomplish this, Iraq must resolve its issues with the United Nations and implement its resolutions. Furthermore, the territorial integrity of Iraq should be respected so that peace and stability in the region will not be threatened.


As a country which has been combating terrorism for quite some time, Turkey is well disposed to warn the international community of the imminent threat international terrorism poses on the future of humanity. We condemn terrorism in all its forms and call upon states to shoulder their responsibilities in the fight against this scourge. We insist that bilateral and international cooperation against terrorism is the most effective means to combat it.


Our approach to relations with our neighbours is not a complex one. We are clear, honest, transparent and open-minded. We are peace-loving and seek to resolve our problems only through peaceful means, that is, through dialogue. We actively support the cause of peace in all regions threatened by tensions.


As a last point, I would like to remind you that the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements, Habitat-II, will be held in Istanbul between 3 and 14 June 1996. I would like to invite Your Excellencies to Istanbul to Habitat-II, which will be an important for reshaping our vision of the cities of the twenty-first century and for making them centers of prosperity.


In conclusion, I wish to express once again my deep confidence that this ECO Summit will be a historic and memorable one in serving the well-being and prosperity of 300 million brothers and sisters of the region.


Thank you.

