Statement by H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Distinguished Mr. Chairman,


Distinguished Heads of State,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


First of all, I would like to extend my sincere congratulation to our hospitable host, His Excellency, Mr. Saparmurad Niyazov with his election as the Chairman of the Fourth ECO Summit. I think under his effective leadership the Ashgabat Summit will become an important step in strengthening cooperation between our countries and nations. Taking also this pleasant opportunity I would like to express sincere gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency and brotherly people of Turkmenistan for extending us cordial hospitality.


I would like to stress with special satisfaction thanks to the personal initiative of President Saparmurad Niyazov, for the first time a regular Summit of ECO member states is held in Central Asia – in Turkmenistan which is an important event in socio-political and economic life of the region. The Forth ECO Summit in Ashgabat is the brightest evidence of adherence of neutral Turkmenistan’s leadership to the course of the further development and deepening regional cooperation between the Member States of the Organisation.


I am convinced this current meeting will become an important historic landmark on the way of development and strengthening positive tendencies of cooperation laid in documents adopted on three previous ECO Summits, and also in the regard of realizing issues of further intensification of regional cooperation in the frameworks of the Organisation. I think the success of our meeting will depend on joint efforts for overcoming the existing problems of the region, realizing that effective cooperation, mutual understanding and interaction are the vital necessities for the fates of our nations.


During the period elapsed since our previous Summit in Islamabad, our Organisation has significantly moved forward in development of regional cooperation between Member States by increasing efficiency of its activity and also strengthening and widening relationships with other international and regional organisation.


I think that an important feature of the Organisation’s activity for the past period was transition from discussing problems to concrete actions. Clear evidence of this is the opening of the Tejen-Serakhs-Meshhed railway. Putting into exploitation of this railway line is a very important event, not only in the socio-political and economic life of Iran, Turkmenistan and Member States of the Organisation, but other countries of the region which are not members of ECO. This gives us wide opportunities for mutual trade and economic cooperation.


I am convinced that connecting Central Asia with the countries of South-West Asia which have common historic, cultural, linguistic and spiritual roots, through this railway will fully promote the development of interregional trade, speedy widening a free trade zone of Serakhs and other similar trade zones.


I think it is not necessary to estimate many promising prospects of socio-economic development opening for states participating in the construction of this strategic line and all ECO Member States in general.


Mr. Chairman,


Naturally, I am far from an idea that relying mostly on our own forces we should isolate ourselves in the frameworks of the region. Actions undertaken by the Organisation for development of regional cooperation and integration processes presuppose effective use of elements of global, sub regional and intraregional interaction and cooperation.


During the past period a very important event in the activity of our Organisation has become the adoption by the UN General Assembly on its 50th jubilee session a resolution on “Cooperation between the United Nations and Economic Cooperation Organisation”. I assume this, undoubtedly, on the one hand is evidence of increasing ECO authority and on the other hand creates a good basis and opens wide prospects for coordination of policy and mutual actions, conducting joint consultations with the Secretary General as with specialized UN agencies.


The role of the ECO Secretariat under the leadership of its Secretary General the esteemed Mr. Shamshad Ahmad is very significant in all these achievements. Availing this opportunity I would like to wish him success in his further activity.


I also want to wish success to the newly elected Secretary General Mr. Onder Ozar on the path of deepening cooperation between our countries strengthening the authority of our Organisation.


Mr. Chairman,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


I would like to stress one very important direction of our activity and namely, our cooperation with the United Nations Drug Control Program (UNDCP), ASEAN, Interpol and European Union on issues of preventing illegal production, circulation and transit of narcotics. This evil courses irretrievable harms to our countries.


Your Excellencies, as you know, due to a complicated situation on the Tajik-Afghan border the new “corridors” of illegal drug transit in the region have appeared and this is a real threat and danger not only for economic, social and cultural development of our country, but also for security and sovereignty of the countries of the region as a whole. That’s why we hope that the ECO Secretariat will further establish contacts and cooperation with the abovementioned organizations having significant financial and technical means in order to prevent the spread of this quickly growing multifaceted evil.


Taking into account a real danger of illegal drugs spread among the states of the region and international community, we should work out coordinated actions in the framework of The “ECO Plan on Drug Control” adopted already on the meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers last year in Ashgabat and make all efforts toward a positive solution of this problem.


Distinguished Mr. Chairman,


Economic successes achieved on the way to development of regional cooperation in other parts of the planet show the current socio-political and economic difficulties that have emerged in the spaces of the former Soviet Union could be resolved through the development of open regional cooperation. Mutually beneficial and equal cooperation of the region’s states can resolve many problems, switch all possibilities for development and thus, promote integration of independent states to the world economy.


In terms of consolidation and formation of blocks of states we have seen practically in the whole world, in order to improve their economic situation and provide opportunities for prosperity among the people of the countries of any region, there is no other way, but to create and strengthen an effective structure of economic, trade and financial cooperation.


These thoughts, in their turn, dictate not only further development of links between Tajikistan and the Economic Cooperation Organisation, but more active cooperation within the frameworks of the economic union of the Commonwealth of Independent States. The steps towards interaction of these organizations, as I assume, could promote the process of harmonic development of the region, because the majority of the ECO Member States simultaneously are the members of the CIS.


The Republic of Tajikistan signed with all ECO Member States basic documents determining and regulating bilateral relations of the Republic in economic, cultural, scientific and other fields. I think this in turn will facilitate the development of our multilateral cooperation.


Productivity of such contacts becomes more and more evident for our compatriots. That includes, notwithstanding a small scale yet, the flow of foreign investments and “know how” into the Republic, satiation of markets by consumer goods, increasing of turnover, emergence of new enterprises and productions.


Total volume of import-export operations of the Republic of Tajikistan for years 1992-95 has increased three times (76,4%). These indices before gaining independence were only 7,6%. The main partners in external economic relations besides the other states are the ECO and CIS Member States. In this regard, I would like to notice the fact that despite all current economic difficulties and problems of the reconstruction of the country’s economy after the civil war, some balance in the economic sphere has been maintained to some extent due to the development of our external relationships, particularly, with the ECO and CIS Member States.


Mr. Chairman,


Distinguished Heads of State,


Tajikistan, entering the fifth year of its independence, at present faces a difficult and at the same time very important period of its formation – the time of overcoming the devastation caused by recent civil war, transition to socially oriented market economy and creation of a lawful and democratic society. The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan has chosen a course of socio-economic changes, the main priorities of which are democracy, market relations and respect for the human rights.


The program of economic reforms in the Republic of Tajikistan for the years 1995-2000 has been drawn up, the tenor of which is speeding up economic reforms. The program, consisting of three stages, in general, includes reliable measures directed at providing an effective system of state guarantees for market reforms, creation of a favourable environment for investors and attracting modern “know how” to the Republic.


There are no doubts that putting into exploitation of the Meshhed-Serakhs-Tejen railway as well as the realization of other economic projects within the ECO frameworks will also facilitate the realization of our economic programme.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,


I am convinced that the Ashgabat meeting will be the most persuasive evidence of our resolution to achieve progress in mutual, equal and comprehensive cooperation in our region fated for prosperity.


In conclusion, I consider it my very pleasant duty to sincerely thank once again, His Excellency, President Saparmurad Niyazov, the Government of Turkmenistan, all our Turkmen friends for their cordial hospitality and express my best wishes for success to all participants of the meeting.


Thank you for your attention.

