Address by H.E. Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari, 

President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen!


It is a privilege for me to represent Pakistan in the Fourth ECO Summit. It also gives me great pleasure to be present here in Turkmenistan amongst its brotherly leaders and friendly people.


We in Pakistan derive considerable satisfaction from our meaningful and beneficial participation in the ECO, which has evolved in recent years into an important cooperative regional venture, serving to expand and deepen the existing linkages between its fraternal Member States.


I wish to compliment to the Turkmen leadership on the fact that this is the first ECO Summit which has been convened in the capital of a new member State. Indeed this will be a landmark in our efforts to consolidate regional cooperation and integration among our 10 Member States.


The warm welcome and gracious hospitality of our Turkmen friends have overwhelmed me and members of my delegation. They reflect in full measure our affinities of faith and heritage, our common goals, and the brotherhood of our people, while at the same time signaling our journey toward a more prosperous future.

Excellency,


Allow me to congratulate you once again on your election as Chairman of the ECO Summit. I am confident that under your far-sighted guidance, this meeting will achieve results which will facilitate our alignment with the process of economic globalization which is currently underway.

Mr. Chairman,


The geo-political and economic credentials of our vast region are impeccable. Both our common past, and the challenges of the future, have given us the collective political will and the modus operandi to further our goals of regional integration.


Our achievement of these goals would however continue to be hampered unless we take full advantage of world-wide economic trends, develop economic competitiveness in the world market, and harmonize and rationalize our own macro-economic structures.


Our region has been blessed by Allah with abundance and variety of resources : oil, gas, coal, hyrdo-electricity, minerals as well as industry and agriculture. There is a vast untapped potential for economic development and proven ability to absorb new technology.


We can make progress individually but it is when we coordinate and combine our efforts that we will be able to realize the advantages of division of labour and the economies of scale. We cannot be competitive without reaching that stage. These are the challenges that need to be overcome through the institutional base of the Economic Cooperation Organisation.


The imperatives of regional cooperation have never been greater and more challenging than in the rapidly changing international economic environment of today. The establishment of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) in Islamabad to review the Izmir Treaty in the light of the expanded framework of ECO and the fast evolving global environment was indeed timely. The Final Report of the Eminent Persons Group adopted by the Council of Ministers has squarely addressed the issues such as the updating of Treaty of Izmir, ECO’s organizational structure, operational methodology and programme of action. The Eminent Persons are to be felicitated for having admirably fulfilled the mandate with which they were entrusted. It is now for all of us to quickly implement the recommendation of the Eminent Persons Group designed to make the ECO an efficient body fully equipped to meet the aspirations of the people of the region. In this quest, the Economic Cooperation strategy for ECO drawn up by the EPG provides a useful blue-print for action.

Excellency,


What we strive for in ECO – the socio-economic development of the region and the prosperity of its peoples – will come to naught in the absence of regional peace and security. The aggression against Azerbaijan, the internal conflict in Tajikistan, the continuing fratricide in Afghanistan and the massive use of force to stamp out the legitimate struggle of the people of Jammu and Kashmir are tragic crises which promote instability in the region and have negative consequences for cooperation, understanding and economic growth.


The aggression in Azerbaijan must be reversed. Pakistan is fully supportive of the UN peace process in Tajikistan and we would continue to work individually and collectively with the immediate neighbours of Afghanistan and the OIC and UN for a peaceful resolution of the Afghan conflict.


In Kashmir, the terror unleashed by the occupation forces has caused the martyrdom of thousands of innocent men, women and children and inflicted unspeakable misery and destruction. The situation constitutes a flagrant challenge to the conscience of humanity and the sanctity of international law. The people of Kashmir are merely demanding the implementation of the UN resolutions calling for free, fair and impartial plebiscite under the auspices of the United Nations. They merit our whole-hearted support.


There exists an undeniable linkage between peace and development and in order to achieve the latter we must strive for the former.


In looking back at the evolution of ECO in its expanded form, and the important land-marks of the last few years, one cannot but admire the zeal and dedication shown by the ECO Secretariat which has handled the complexities and challenges faced by the organisation very successfully.


In a few months from now, our distinguished Secretary General Mr. Shamshad Ahmad would be completing his tenure. During the four years that he has functioned as the Chief Executive Officer of ECO, the Organisation has made rapid strides and has acquired a respectable international stature, reflecting its distinguished membership.


My delegation would like to place on record our profound satisfaction and appreciation for the invaluable contribution of Mr. Shamshad Ahmad and his colleagues in furthering the aims and objectives of ECO. 

At the same time, we welcome the appointment of Ambassador Ondar Ozar from Turkey as the new Secretary General of ECO. We are confident that his eminent knowledge and rich diplomatic experience equip him well for the task. We assure Ambassador Ozar of our complete support and full cooperation.

Mr. Chairman,


We prepare for the new millennium with confidence and hope. We have common vision. We have the political will. We need now to translate these into action. We have agreed on institutions that can serve this end. We must now ensure they enjoy the necessary political support and possess the dynamism which would enable them to come up with new and innovative answers to complex global challenges. To us, there does not appear to be any realistic or viable alternative to a vibrant ECO as an instrument for furthering economic prosperity and mutual understanding and promoting the welfare of over 300 million people of the entire ECO region.


I have no doubt in my mind that our region is capable of taking a quantum leap into a future of unlimited opportunities, a future of infinite hope.


This is a remarkable period of transition and change and the decisions we will take now can and will affect the lives of our people and our future as nations, in the 21st Century.


Once again, Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank our gracious Turkmen hosts for their contribution to the history of our young organisation.


Thank you, distinguished friends.

