Statement by H.E. Mr. Askar Akaev, President of the Kyrgyz Republic

(Unofficial English Translation)


Distinguished Mr. Chairman,


Distinguished Heads of State and Members of delegations,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


May I on behalf of the delegation of the Kyrgyz Republic express our heartiest gratitude to the Government of Turkmenistan for its warm welcome, exceptional hospitality and excellent arrangements for our Summit Meeting.


Kyrgyzstan is attaching a great importance to cooperation within the framework of Economic Cooperation Organisation which is now going through its formation and revitalization. Geopolitical situation of our region, large resources of its countries and already launched modernization of transport and telecommunications networks allow us to consider ECO as an organisation with great future. ECO has been put into motion and now may do a lot to promote fruitful cooperation among the countries of the region aimed at enhancing the living standard of our peoples.


All the way along the centuries our peoples had active contacts, traded among themselves contributing to mutual understanding through their cultures and traditions.


Inauguration of Tejen-Serakhs-Mashad railway line means the restoration of the ancient Great Silk Road on a modern basis: steel rails replaced old caravan roads. This event will undoubtedly go down in history as a symbolic and significant one.


I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the peoples of Turkmenistan and Iran for the great and hard work they did for the construction of this railroad.


There is no doubt that it will provide access to global transport infrastructure and enlarge the scope of cooperation not only among ECO Member States, but between ECO region and the rest of the world as well.


Kyrgyzstan is taking part in it and exerts every effort to facilitate the preparation of ECO projects aimed at maximum using of opportunities available for economic development and growth.


I should mention that Kyrgyzstan has enough natural resources, developed industries, strong energy sector, sufficient agricultural potential and, especially, skilled manpower.


We are in a position today to consider close collaboration in the field of construction of hydro-power stations and energy supply to ECO countries as well as trade of machines, construction materials, conductor materials for electronic industry, mining etc.


Kyrgyzstan endorses the projects in the field of telecommunications and tourism. Technical and economic aspects of parallel functioning of energy grids of ECO countries should be carefully studied as well.


We welcome ECO/ESCAP interaction for the implementation of Almaty Outline Plan for the development of transport sector. We are interested in the idea of the development of a “Second Europe/Asia Railway Bridge” which would enable to link South-Asean countries with ECO Member States through China.


We also welcome the striving of these two major Organizations to hold a “Round Table Meeting” to discuss issues related to mining investments and trading of natural resources in ECO countries as well as to carry out a study of their economies with a view to formulating of a common strategy of resource development in the ECO region.


Ladies and Gentlemen,


I owe special thanks to the members of EPG for the tremendous work they did to revise ECO basic documents. Their assignment was not at all an easy one as they had to tale into account not only the mere increase of the number of Member States, but also specific character of each of these states, their interests as well as global political and economic changes.


We are convinced that new principles and regulations of ECO will give a new momentum to its activities.


Kyrgyzstan welcomes the cooperation of ECO with regional and international organizations. The Observer Status with UN newly acquired by ECO at the 50th Anniversary of UNGA session is a clear indication of the recognition of ECO as a prominent regional organisation.


Today drug control problem is an acute one in our region and I am confident that the cooperation we have initiated with UNDCP which has a large experience in this field will bring positive results.


Kyrgyzstan supports the appointment of Mr. Onder Ozar, experienced leader and diplomat, as a new Secretary General of ECO. Special words of thanks are owed to Mr. Shamshad Ahmad for his able leadership in ECO Secretariat and his valuable contribution to our common cause. We hope that Mr. Shamshad Ahmad will continue to use his large experience to further promote cooperation among our countries.


Thank you.

