Speech of H.E. Mr. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

In the Name of Allah the Compassionate, The Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

His Excellency Mr. Sapar Murat Niazov,

President of the Republic of Turkmenistan,

Esteemed Heads of Government and State,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is a great honour and privilege for me to once again have the pleasure of meeting the Heads of State and the high ranking dignitaries of the friendly countries, on the occasion of the Fourth ECO Summit Meeting in Ashgabat.


I consider today’s meeting, the first Summit meeting held in the capital of one of the new ECO member states, as a good omen and I hope this meeting will stand out as a turning point for expeditious implementation of the ECO programmes and projects towards achieving the goals envisaged for the prosperity and well being all our nations.

Mr. Chairman,


At the outset, while extending my felicitations on Your Excellency’s election as Chairman, allow me to also sincerely express not only on behalf of myself and my accompanying delegation, but also my esteemed colleagues gathered here, our appreciation for the warm and friendly welcome and hospitality extended to all of us from the moment we arrived in this beautiful country of Turkmenistan.


I also would like to avail myself of this opportunity to thank the friendly and brotherly government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for their efforts undertaken during its chairmanship the past year so that ECO could follow up and consolidate its programmes and affairs very well.

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Esteemed Participants,


Yesterday we witnessed the inauguration of the Tajan-Sarakhs-Mashhad railway line, a route which revives the Silk Road and plays a major role in the convergence and development of trade relations between Asia and Europe and even the entire world. This historical event and turning point shall constitute a thorough and unimpeded link with numerous advantages for the new Member States particularly the Central Asian countries. Their access to the open seas, and connection to our Arab brothers and the flourishing market of the Persian Gulf region shall be realized by the cooperation of this railroad and we will witness the relief of the breaking off of the Central Asian Countries from the monopoly of the northern routes in reaching the economic centers of the world. Moreover with the launching of the ECO shipping line, which launched its first ship in March this year in Bandar Abbas port, and the establishment and strengthening of the ECO Airline, both shall play an outstanding role in enhancing regional cooperation. Undoubtedly these steps will promote trade ties amongst Member States and with other countries. We hope these facilities, will create adequate incentives to formulate and approve uniform norms and regulations for the implementation of the Transit Trade Agreement and remove the probable impediments in the way.


To this end, the Islamic Republic of Iran has announced its readiness to engage in constructing parallel or complementary railway and highway routes with the cooperation and participation of other member states and welcomes al initiatives in this regard.

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,


During the past one year since we met, the world, including our region, witnessed tensions and disputes which threatened peace, stability and security. In this respect I deem it necessary to refer to the following cases:


What Lebanon has recently gone through is one of the most profound international event and the most vivid difficulties facing the Islamic World. The Zionist Regime has so cruelly massacred the defenseless people of Lebanon that no such precedent has been witnessed throughout the history of humanity. The U.S.A, supporting the crimes of the Palestine usurpers, has made the Zionist Regime more pertinent and this regime with its savage attacks and invasions has proved that their friendship and peace seeking claims for no more than just slogans. We believe that the so called peace agreement for the Middle East cannot really bring peace to the region, because its objective is to eradicate the ideals of the peoples that have been displaced and forced to leave their homeland for so many years. The crimes of the Zionist Regime in Lebanon is indicative of the failure of this regime in dealing with the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian and Lebanese nations. Therefore, with regard to the terroristic and aggressive nature of the Regime which has usurped Holy Ghods (Jerusalem) I would like to express my concern over the development of the presence of this regime in our region, particularly adjacent to the borders of the Islamic Republic of Iran and we expect the friendly and neighbouring countries to be more attentive to our concern. 


In Iraq, the situation of the Moslem People there is still far from satisfactory. While we believe that the international regulations and resolutions should be implemented, but salvation of the Iraqi nation from the present harsh living conditions, should also be taken into consideration.


The prospect of peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina is still obscure. Assurances and expeditions in the process of the war crimes tribunal, provision for an orderly and secure repatriation of the Bosnian refugees to their homes and through implementation of the agreements of the Bosnian-Croats Federation, are essential for bringing about a stable and just peace in Bosnia Herzegovina. We together with the Islamic Countries, as always are standing shoulder to shoulder with our Bosnian Brothers, and whole heartedly support them in defending their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as in the reconstructing process of their country.


The continuation of the civil war in Afghanistan is unfortunate and not only will devastate the economic sources of this country but also will lead to the loss of lives and displacement of thousands of innocent people. The Islamic Republic of Iran has always stressed on Afghanistan’s territorial integrity and the need to find a domestic and political solution for the crisis in this country with the cooperation and participation of all groups. Like in the past, we support all comprehensive political solutions which seeks to benefit the people of Afghanistan.


The Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its concern over the continuation of the regrettable situation of the people of Kashmir. We believe that the continuation of tension in that region will not be beneficial to any of the parties, and will make the crisis more complicated. Therefore, we are seeking an approach to peacefully solve this problem according to the will of the people of Kashmir.


The Islamic Republic of Iran has always emphasized on the peaceful resolution of the problem of Tajikistan and believes that the crisis in this country has no military solution and the Tajiks should reach a just and comprehensive peace without blood shed. Hence, we declare our readiness for the continuation of the diplomatic efforts aiming at bringing stability and security to this country.


In regard to the Kara-bagh crisis, while urging the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Armenia to commence serious negotiations to achieve a common understanding and solution for their problems, we reiterate our readiness to actively participate in this process. However we do consider the withdrawal from the occupied lands of Azerbaijan by the Armenian forces as a prerequisite towards the start of such a process.

Mr. Chairman,

Esteemed Heads of Government and State,


The Caspian Sea is the joint heritage of all its littoral countries. Therefore, by establishing the Caspian Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation which will stand as a complementary organisation to ECO in the region we can take collective measures and coordinate our efforts for the optimal utilization of the resources of the Caspian Sea. Hence, it is necessary to determine a proper and mutually agreed Legal regime for the Caspian Sea. At the same time, we will not accept the interfering role of the arrogant powers in this important and subtle region.

Mr. Chairman

Esteemed Heads of State and Government,

Honourable Participants,


The breakthroughs of the 1990’s not only has changed the feature of the international system, but also has caused the international and regional organizations to follow their restructuring programmes for more dynamism and greater convergence with such changes. ECO which today stands as the second largest regional organisation of the world cannot neglect this fact. As a result, in the last summit meeting in Islamabad, we paved the way for the restructuring of ECO with the objective to enhance the effectiveness of our organisation and make optimal use of the facilities of the region by the formation of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG).


Furthermore “Observer Status” has been foreseen in the revised Izmir Treaty, and now consideration of such applications is deemed possible.


I personally myself have witnessed willingness on the part of countries like Georgia and Armenia for acquiring such status in ECO.


I believe that the ECO Council of Ministers could seriously include this item in its agenda for their consideration.


The importance of regional economic cooperation and its influential role on the international economy is known to every one present. Regional economic cooperation today has proved its impact on economic growth and development. The formation of new economic regions and the strengthening of the existing regional organizations are the clear manifestations of this claim.


The enlargement of ECO not only has expanded its borders and domain of its activities from Transcaucasia and the Black Sea to the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean and from the borders of Europe and the Mediterranean Sea to the borders of China and Mongolia, but also has increased its potential economic resources, particularly in the field of energy. The wide geographical span of ECO and the existence of rich vital resources, has attached a special trait to our region and organisation. It is incumbent upon us to reap the utmost benefit from this trait through promotion of our cooperation in the all aspects with other regions and increase our competitive capability in the international economic scenes and consequently influence the process of global economic changes.


We express our readiness to embark on a joint study together with the gas exporting regions of the region, on the viability of the establishment of an Organisation of Gas Exporting countries. I am confident that in view of the international environmental concern and the increase of the call on gas as a major energy source for the next century, Algeria, Qatar and Russia will consider such a viability, if proved and join such an organisation.


Fortunately, during the last year, giant strides have been taken to develop cooperation among the member states. The commencement of the operation of the ECO Shipping Lines, the establishment of ECO Air and the steps towards the establishment of ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company are positive signs which still require enormous endeavour. Therefore it is deserving that the Secretariat and the Secretary General himself places these projects on top of its priorities and sees that they are executed.

Here I would like to call upon all participating member States in these projects:

· To ratify the agreements expeditiously

· To pay their capital shares urgently 

and to the non-participating states:

· To reconsider their positions and join these projects, and if not

· Facilitate the operation of these projects by providing them access to their markets on the basis of Most Favoured Treatments already extended by them to the non ECO agencies.

Mr. Chairman,


It seems that all the Member Sates hold common views in relation to promotion of trade and expansion of transportation and communication and cooperation in energy. We are ready and serious to cooperate in all the aforementioned fields and we also present the following suggestions:


1. In regard to trade, in order to promote the level of commodity exchanges among the member states, we recommend to agree on an “Exclusion list” of items and apply the preferential tariffs to all exchanged commodities, increase the Peferential Triffs Agreements from 10% to 20% and on the basis of a mutually agreed time schedule work to remove all tariff and non-tariff barriers. ECO Fair which was successfully held for the first time last year in Tehran is also a positive move towards this objective which I hope would be recommended and sponsored by other Member States for the next year.


2. In the field of transportation and communication, since some of the Member States do not have access to the open seas, we consider the construction of Tajan-Bandar Abbas Railroad as a preliminary step and we announce our readiness for the construction of roads and railways with the contribution and cooperation of other Member States. We will study all the proposals we receive in this respect with interest.


3. In the field of energy, the Islamic Republic of Iran being one of the oldest, most experienced and outstanding countries which possesses large resources of oil, gas and the relevant technology, stands ready to share its experiences with other Member States. In addition to the calls I earlier made on some studies there are certain bilateral agreements in different facets  including oil and gas transfer to ports with some expand to the regional.


4. With regard to the cultural and scientific cooperation, keeping in view the common history and culture of the Member States we are ready to make joint efforts in these fields based on the impression and views of other members. We hope that by the commencement of the operation of ECO Cultural Institute and Scientific Foundation, the Member States witness the flourishing of these aspects of our joint cooperation.


Cooperation with specialized international organizations to reap benefit from their experiences and also joint cooperation in combating illicit drugs is among the other pans that we support.


In the conclusion as the host country of our organization, while appreciating the efforts of the ECO Secretary General H.E. Mr. Shamshad Ahmad, which is invaluable and deserves commendation, I hope that the new Secretary General H.E. Mr. Ozar in the continuation of the activities carried out could take giant strides in consolidation this organisation and its effective role in the international fora and to successfully implement structural reconstruction of ECO. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as in the past, will not spare any efforts in cooperation with the new Secretary General and in fulfilling the needs of the Secretariat.

Thank you,

