Statement by Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani, 

President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan
In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate


Your Excellency, Safar Murad Niazov, President of the Republic of Turkmenistan and Chairman of the current summit meeting.

Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments:


Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuho


At this auspicious moment when the Fourth Summit Meeting of the Heads of States and Governments of the ECO member countries is in progress in the beautiful and historical city of Ashgabat, I have the pleasure to address, on behalf of the people and Islamic State of Afghanistan, Your Excellencies, delegates to this prestigious gathering.


First of all, I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation on behalf of the people of Afghanistan and myself, to the Government and people of the Republic of Turkmenistan for the warm welcome accorded to the delegation of the Islamic State of Afghanistan.


Taking this opportunity, I would like to express my heartfelt greetings on Your Excellency’s election as chairman of this auspicious meeting, hoping that fruitful decisions be made to the benefit of all member countries under your able leadership.

Mr. Chairman:


The current summit meeting is convened at a time when expansion of economic cooperation between countries in diverse spheres is under focus of attention as a significant and immediate need.


Creation and expansion of economic cooperation zones in different parts of the world is considered as a productive step to tackle many problems and to meet the shortcomings. On the other hand, the ECO member countries feel to be in grave need of extending and gearing up economic cooperation between themselves.


It is worth explaining that ECO is such a regional cooperation body, to which many factors have provided the strength of pure and sacred Islamic intention as well as ancient, rich and common culture of its member nations thus, having have lent a unique characteristic to this organisation.


Bearing in mind, all these religious, ideological, cultural and even historical common grounds, the member countries should establish such economic cooperation zones, which should not only be unique in other parts of the world, but also a pattern for others serving as an encouragement to brotherly and sincere economic cooperation for other regional organizations.


ECO member countries have the biggest oil and gas resources and best sea ports in the whole region. Including vast deposits of iron ore, copper and immense hydro-electric potentialities.


Outstanding geo-political location between Europe and the Orient has turned ECO member countries to a meeting ground of the biggest trade highways and even different cultures. Should all possibilities and potentialities be sympathetically and wisely, utilized by the ECO member countries, undoubtedly the member countries can achieve higher degrees of progress and can put their people at higher stages of welfare and prosperity at the soonest possible time.


It has to be explained that notwithstanding the undeniable strong potentialities for progress, the ECO member countries are in the group of the developing and even the least developed countries. In spite of having a proud and old historical past, due to numerous factors, most of the member countries, have just recently placed themselves of the path of political and socio-economic reconstruction. Therefore, the ECO member states have to solve very complicated and urgent tasks. The need for rapid economic growth and a solution to the problems call upon the member countries to have a sincere and manifold cooperation in all spheres.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan believes that the will of our nations in order to expand and deepen the regional cooperation echoed in the Tehran, Istanbul and Islamabad summit meetings has given a constructive and important role to ECO and its new structure.


A sincere implementation of the plans and projects which are underway will undoubtedly lend a paramount important to this organisation.


Formation of the ECO Elders’ Group under a decision in the third summit in Islamabad, was a very productive and benefiting step. Revision of the Izmir agreement and the establishment of a new organizational set up for ECO can further strengthen it. One of the factors which we think is important in a better realization of the projects and programmes is the group’s administrative and project expansion to all member countries.

Excellencies, delegates to the summit:


The fundamental changes which have surfaced in the geopolitical situation of the region have paved the ground for regional economic cooperation. These transformations urge all member countries to take effective steps for boosting and expanding bilateral and multilateral cooperation in view of international principles and norms. This will allow better grounds for a vast regional economic cooperation.


Our country, geographically speaking Afghanistan is one of the six land locked ECO member countries located in the heart of Asia. It has therefore and undoubtedly, an undeniable role in linking other regional land locked countries to sea ports through railways and highways as shortest and most appropriate route. We witnessed the inauguration ceremonies of a railway connecting Central Asian countries to the Persian Gulf. We hope to see another such ceremony to link Central Asian countries to sea ports through our land in the near future.

Mr. Chairman:


Everybody, of course, recognizes that land locked countries always suffer enormous problems in transportation especially in transit (export and import) of their goods. To solve such problems, international institutions, notably UNCTAD, has endorsed privileged plans and programmes. Resolutions and decisions obtained, were effective to some extent, however, the elapse of time and experiences of long years have shown that most of the special privileges for land locked countries have not been realized in a desirable way. Six of the Organisation’s member countries, including Afghanistan are land locked. Therefore, it is necessary to note that the remaining member countries, in view of various criteria of economic development, are several steps ahead of the land locked ones. Taking into consideration the unique position of these countries especially their lack of direct access to the sea, the additional huge transport and transit costs they bear, there should be special privileges such as discount in the freights and shares in all land, sea and air transport projects, so that the land locked members of ECO can effectively contribute in cooperations and joint efforts with the other member countries.


We hope that on the basis of article 32 of the Charter of Economic Rights and Obligations of the States and the historical background of the free utilisation of transit, land locked countries should be provided with needed facilities for free traffic and transit of their commercial goods.


Excellencies, participants of the current summit: you all know well that our country has suffered enormous damages and shocking devastations during the years of strife against an invading Super-Power, and as a result of the recent years’ planned plots and intrigues. Our country and people are in dire need of peace and security, urgent reconstruction of the ruins, and tackling of the immediate problems which they are currently facing, as a result of wars.


ECO can and should feel responsible for not only comprehensive cooperation in assisting our people and rebuilding our country, but further we propose, it should also undertake a special plan for the solution of the Afghan society’s current problems, such as provision and procurement of foodstuffs, and fuel and the reconstruction of Afghanistan.


On behalf of the Afghan nation, one which has always lived with honour and valour, we urge all the participants of this summit meeting to discard misunderstandings and unrealistic assumptions towards each other, and instead, to make sincere efforts for expanding cooperation and solving each other’s problems. In our opinion there should be a body in the Secretariat of ECO to work sincerely to tackle differences among the ECO members and to prevent minor misunderstandings from further complications due by any other less important factor as a result of time lapse.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan believes it will be a useful step towards transforming this important region of the world into a great market for trade among the ECO member nations, should they accept tariff privileges and provide facilities in issuing visas and passports aimed at the expansion and promotion of trade relations among themselves.


Four years ago, the Islamic Revolution triumphed in Afghanistan as a result of the righteous Jehad, and struggle by the Afghan people enabled our pious nation to achieve its great historic aspiration, freedom in the light of divine justice and the Islamic State. Following the establishment of the Islamic State of Afghanistan, fruitful activities started aimed at to reconstructing the horrible destructions in the country. We wished to rebuild our country and heal the wounds cause by the war. Required measures were undertaken to draw international assistance for the rehabilitation of Afghanistan.


Past experiences reveal that the current events in Afghanistan are not merely domestic problems, but they mainly originate from outside the country. There is a strong confidence that with the cessation of such interferences, the Afghans can very soon put aside their differences, ensure peace in their country and embark on rebuilding the ruins of the war.

Mr. Chairman:


Today Afghanistan is at the turning point of its contemporary history. The people of Afghanistan who are traversing difficult stages of life, are more than ever hopeful of the termination of hostilities in the country.


The events in recent years proved that resort to military pressure can produce no results. Those who are trying to divert the course of political developments in Afghanistan by military means, will only be able to create problems and hurdles against the ongoing process for political settlement of the country’s issue, but they further prolong instability and suffering of the people.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan is of the belief that for the solution of the current problems the will of Afghan nation should be taken into consideration. It is the people who are the owners and genuine heirs of their homeland. Their will, decision and opinion, regarding the structure of political system, and organisation of the state administration should be honoured, observed and acted upon.


We called up on all parties and forces together in the capital of the country and begin patriotic and sincere talks for ending the skirmishes. We announced that if the other forces could not come to the capital due to certain reasons or do not intend to do so, we are ready to go to their headquarters for direct talks and exchanges view with them. The State announced that even the President of the country in person is ready to travel to the headquarters of the opposition to hold direct talks with them on lifting the present deadlock, ending hostilities and ensuring peace in the country. Simultaneous with forwarding these plans and expressing preparation, State delegations traveled to different provinces and headquarters of the groups concerned and started comprehensive dialogue with them. The series of these talks still continue. Satisfactory progress has been achieved with some of the factions. These talks are not aimed at forming new military alliances, but the creation of a peace axis, so that all the factions and forces join around it and unitedly decide about their homeland and crucial national issues.


We sincerely thank all the friendly countries and the international and regional organizations who are honestly exerting efforts towards resolving the ongoing misunderstandings and problems among the Afghan groups. We expect that with a sense of Islamic fraternity, they would render selfless assistance and cooperate in the ever increasing consolidation of peace and security in our war-stricken country. The Islamic State of Afghanistan recognizes the United Nations efforts for peace in the country as genuine and is ready for cooperation.


Afghans are just and faithful people. Any country or any nation which during our difficult circumstances, can help solve our problems or lessen our difficulties, we the Afghans would press their hands with sincerity and would always remember their help.


History is a witness and the events of the recent years and decades show that the freedom loving and epic-making people of the Islamic Afghanistan have always endeavoured to fulfill their role befittingly as a Muslim country, a good and peace loving neighbour and as a servant of the human society. Sing and vestiges of the valour, bravery epic-making and sacrifices of the Afghan nation is clearly visible in decolonization, preventing expansion of aggression by foreign forces and even in shaping the destiny and political system of many countries. Therefore, this dignified and devoted nation considers itself deserving assistance from its friends and the just nations of the region during these difficult historical moments.

Mr. Chairman:


On the basis of its traditional peace loving policy and in line with the good intentions of its people, the Islamic State of Afghanistan wishes to maintain friendly relations with all countries, including its neighbours and the ECO member nations, with observance of the principles of mutual respect for the independence, national sovereignty and territorial integrity of countries and non-interference in the internal affairs of each other.


We respect the UN Charter and observe human rights. As a committed member of the organisation of Islamic Conference and Non-Alignment Movement, we try to pay an active role in ensuring friendly relations between states and societies.


Our relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran on the basis of mutual respect to each other rests at a high level of development and consolidation.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan highly appreciates the efforts made by the Islamic Republic of Iran for resolving the problems and misunderstandings among the concerned Afghan factions.


Relations with the Republic of Turkmenistan are at a satisfactory level and serve as a good example of good neighbourly relations.


The Republic of Tajikistan is our other northern neighbour. The peoples of both countries have focused a lot of attention to the expansion of ties between themselves. The people of Afghanistan closely follow and evaluate the developments in the Republic of Tajikistan.


We hope the Government and the Opposition in that country would soon solve their differences through talks and understanding and establish reliable peace and security in their country.


In our opinion, the existence of cordial relations and economic cooperation with the Republic of Uzbekistan is in the interest of the peoples of both countries.


Afghans attach special value to extended relations and cooperation with the Republic of Turkey.


Given the strong economic potentials and reserves, which the Republics of Kazakhstan, Kerghizia and Azerbaijan enjoy, the promotion of relations with these countries will lead to the expansion of economic cooperation in the region.


Based on its peaceful policy, the Islamic State of Afghanistan considers relations with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the benefit of the peoples of both countries. On the basis of this policy, an official delegation of Afghanistan recently paid a visit to Islamabad and held talks with the authorities of that country for improving relations. We are hopeful that these talks would pave the ground for the normalization of relations between the two sides.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan is closely following the events in the Islamic World. The recent attacks by the Israeli aggressive forces on southern Lebanon was a gross violation of sovereignty of an independent country, which evoked condemnation by the people and Islamic State of Afghanistan.


We strongly support realization of the rights of the brave Palestinians.


We hope that an appropriate and acceptable solution is searched for the Kashmir issue through negotiations.


We denounce terrorism in all forms and combat against narcotics is at the priority of our tasks. A high state commission with extensive organisation and possibilities is actively functioning to coordinate and promote the campaign against cultivation, processing, trafficking and use of narcotics. We deem it useful to adopt coordinated measures at regional and international levels for the control of drug trafficking.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan considers cessation of war and establishment of stability to be imperative for uprooting this menacing problem which threatens the well-being of human society.

Mr. Chairman:


We hope that, taking into consideration, the pressing and urgent needs and requirements of the people and nations of this part of the world, the current ECO summit meeting will adopt such valuable and destiny-making decisions and measures. This Organisation of Economic Cooperation can really play an effective role as a catalyst for bringing the countries and societies of the region ever-closer, ensuring peace and security and accelerating the course of economic and social progress of countries and peoples.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan is ready to fulfill a responsible and absolutely sincere part in the realization of the decisions and resolutions of the current summit meeting. We hope that the region where the ECO member countries are located be transformed into a region of peace, security, development, prosperity and progress for all its members.

Thank you.

