Speech of H.E. Saparmurad NIYAZOV, President of Turkmenistan
Your Excellencies,

Dear Heads of States and Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen!


First of all I would like to convey words of greeting from the people of Turkmenistan to the people of Pakistan, to express my profound respect to this country, to President Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari, to thank Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto for the warmest hospitality and perfect arrangement of the forum.


Since the previous Summit Meeting the Organization of Economic Cooperation has further improved in terms of its institutionalization and development of cooperation among the ECO Member States. There have been formed and are functioning the executive bodies of our Organization, closer and more productive are contacts between the Ministries, other Government bodies, various companies of our states involved in the most perspective activities of cooperation. Due to the efforts of the ECO Secretariat and personally its Secretary General Mr. Shamshad Ahmad, ECO has strengthened its linkages with international organizations.


As a result of this work there have been prepared the Agreements on the establishment of the ECO Bank, ECO-Air and Shipping companies and other documents which will enhance our cooperation within the ECO framework. These are large regional as well as inter-regional programmes of ECO. They have close relation to other projects which are of a priority character for ECO. It is first of all the construction of transport trunk lines which would link our countries with each other as well as with the countries of Europe, Asia and Pacific. On the territory of Turkmenistan there have been finished construction of the Tejen-Sarax railway to link the railways of Turkmenistan and Iran. The other railway line from Turkmenistan, the construction of which has already been started, will go south upto the Persian Gulf and north to Russia. In this respect I would like to mention an active and constructive attitude of the leadership of Russia towards our transport programmes. In the phase of active study are the projects on gas transportation from Turkmenistan to the countries of Europe and South Asia, some other projects on pipeline construction to deliver gas and oil from Turkmenistan to world markets. These large transcontinental projects draw attention of Russia, Austria, Ukraine, Great Britain, Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Australia and of other states because they create new possibilities for trade-economic partnership.


Today we have every reason to state that ECO is indeed a new large regional organization with very explicit programmes to develop inter-regional relations and the aim of which is to create conditions for an effective economic development on the basis of geopolitical concord. In this context I must mention an outstanding role of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey as pioneers of this process deserving our best appraisal.


The present state of affairs in ECO shows the need to have some reformation of the Secretariat and technical committees. In this respect we should support efforts of Secretary General and Council of Representatives of ECO aiming at a complex reformation of the Organization and should form a special group of eminent experts for this purpose.


It is necessary to underline that the configuration of ECO fully coincides with our concept of the rise of a new region after the decay of the USSR and restoration of the linkages among the states having been separated by the artificial ideological barriers for decades. States of the subcontinent, of the Middle East, of the former Soviet Central Asia and Kazakhstan, of the Caucasus are establishing direct links with each other and this is the reason for making programmes on transport, telecommunication and energy to be their priorities. The basic principle of this process is an absolute economic expediency, consideration of mutual interests, absence of any political, territorial or other disputes among the ECO member states. As far as the existing internal tension in some countries is concerned, stress is laid upon the fact that economic cooperation and participation in implementing joint projects will create conditions for their constructive salvation.


In this context I would like to share my views with you which I shortly expressed in Ashgabat when meeting with the Foreign Ministers of the ECO Member States. To speed implementation of the ECO basic projects we need to create and maintain in its region favourable conditions, we need to have a high level of mutual confidence and interaction and the like, all that form the basis for civilized international relations both at the bilateral and multilateral levels. I believe that the adoption here, in Islamabad, of the Joint Communique on this issue will prove our strong intention to develop mutually beneficial partnership within the ECO framework and to create conditions for interaction with other states and regions.


Your Excellencies!


Three years passed since the formation of an independent state of Turkmenistan. We are grateful to the world community and to the ECO Member States in particular for their support and assistance in recognizing and strengthening our independence. The principles which determine the domestic and foreign policy of Turkmenistan are fixed in the Constitution and prove themselves valid. Our state guarantees the rights both for the native population and for all the citizens of the country irrespective of their nationality, religious creed and other distinctions. Domestic political stability, social harmony, resource-economic potential create, on the one hand, necessary conditions for foreign partners and, on the other hand, have the tendency to further develop under the influence of active external factors. As you know, Turkmenistan when entering the world community declared positive neutrality and openness in economic relations as its basic principles. I must say that the choice was carefully thought over and realized. There were taken into account geopolitical and socio-economic realities, national peculiarities and psychological background of the nation that wants to have equal partnership with all its neighbours and states sharing its constructive, peace-loving and, I would rather say, peace-making policy. Our position finds support with the leadership of Russia which is at present in the chair of the CIS. I speak of it with satisfaction because Turkmenistan has the position of principles in the Commonwealth of Independent States as well. Proceeding from this I would like to share my thoughts with you which not only are in line with large-scale tasks of ECO to be solved but also correspond to wide international interests.


If we have a look at the history and compare the political experience of Europe with that of Asia, we may see that our continent never had a place where keen international problems could be solved without any convention. There are Switzerland and Austria in Europe whose capitals are recognized to be peace-making centers of the Old World as well as of then universe. Fully recognizing the merits and contribution of these political centers to the history of international relations, I can’t but mention the following. Of course, it is difficult to overcome a certain inertia, force of habit when in search for concord one has to cover thousands of miles and sit at the negotiation table in Geneva or Vienna. Perhaps it is the time when new political realities cause us to create similar conditions in our region. I believe Turkmenistan, Ashgabat, with your support can create such conditions. The reasons for it are as follows:


- Turkmenistan steadily and consistently pursues its foreign policy adhering to the principle of positive neutrality which is one of the basic provisions of our Constitution;


- Turkmenistan recognizes the superiority of the United Nations Organization over the other international institutions and mechanisms in solving international disputes, actively supports the mottoes and programmes for work of the last sessions of the UN General Assembly, i.e. “Agenda for peace” and “Agenda for development”;


- Turkmenistan was one of the first among the newly independent states that unconditionally joined all the international Agreements and Conventions on prohibition of nuclear and other types of weapons of mass destruction, steps forward for expansion of the period of their validity without any time limitation;                            


- Turkmenistan has no problems or disputes with any of its neighbours or any of the UN member state;    


- Turkmenistan is not a member of any organization or union with strictly regulating functions, being free in taking decisions in the fields of policy, economy and other spheres of exercising its sovereignty;   


- Turkmenistan has created and further developed the infrastructure for holding international fora of any level. The Foreign Ministers of the ECO Member States have recently been able to see it by their own eyes. We have built a number of comfortable hotels, put into operation modern international cellular telephone communication and the airport meeting the highest international standards;   


May I repeat again that it is difficult to overcome stereotypes. But with your support and having guarantees from the international organizations, first of all from UNO and ECO, Turkmenistan could take such responsibility. Moreover, our suggestion does not mean to use classical models. It takes into account realities of international relations, processes caused by a new political situation in the world. 


Your Excellencies!


If this idea finds your understanding and support, we are ready to start to consider issues relating to organizational arrangements, to enter the dialogue with the ECO Secretariat, to hold other international consultations. I have a preliminary information that some states are ready to support our initiative.


Addressing today to you, I would like to mark out that at the present time regional cooperation, establishment of regional markets, formation of regional financial and communication structures assume new dimensions in the system of international relations. Such processes are developing everywhere: NAFTA in North America, MERCOSUR in South America, EEC in Europe, ASEAN in South-East Asia. The advantages of such regional formations, our Organization including, are in their good will to cooperate, flexibility, creation of conditions for conclusion of framework agreements which will enable to develop bilateral and multilateral links.


Our region today is at the stage of active development. The processes taking place here are not simple and sometimes cause to rise some complications in the relations among states. All this needs a more active negotiation process, “round tables” where such complications can be removed in a civilized way. Turkmenistan is for this policy, for this principle of inter-relations.


In conclusion, underlying a further growing role of ECO in the development of regional cooperation, I would like to thank the organizers of the present Summit Meeting for the perfect conditions to work and hearted hospitality.


Thank you for your kind attention
