Speech of H.E. Mr. Suleyman Demirel,  President of Turkey

Distinguished Heads of State and Government of the ECO Member States,


Prime Ministers,


Speakers of the Parliaments,


Foreign Ministers,


Mr. Secretary General,


Excellencies,


Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is a great honour for me to address the distinguished representatives of the ECO Member States on the occasion of the Third Summit Meeting of our organization.  


First of all, I would like to congratulate you, Mrs. Prime Minister, on your election as Chairperson of this historic meeting. I am confident that your outstanding merits as a statesperson, will contribute profoundly to the successful outcome of this Summit.


May I also extend my deep appreciation to Your Excellency for graciously hosting this meeting in Islamabad, a charming city adorned by all the beauties of  nature. My delegation and I thank you and the brotherly people of Pakistan for the traditional warmth and hospitality extended to us. We will always cherish the memories of our stay here.


This visit to Pakistan is giving us the opportunity to observe once again the new horizons Pakistan is heading for under Your Excellency’s able leadership.


Excellencies,


Following the end of the cold war and the collapse of communism, we have been witnessing radical changes in international relations. Basic concepts and trends have changed. Each day, we either encounter new challenges or observe the awakening of the old threats. Therefore, commitment to and achievement of regional and international cooperation have never been so important as they are today.


Interdependence in regional and international relations gains momentum on the eve of the 21st century. This gives ECO a good opportunity to consolidate cooperation and partnership among its member states.


With the participation of seven new members, ECO has acquired new dimensions. Our horizon extends to a vast area with a great potential. It is, therefore, incumbent upon us to establish the infrastructure necessary for this enhanced cooperation. To this end we must create a legal framework which will enable the market forces to operate smoothly and the private sector to make full use of its opportunities.


Excellencies,


The Economic Cooperation Organization has brought together the Heads of the Member States for the third time. The First Summit was held in Tehran, the second in Istanbul. We have now gathered in Islamabad. We hope to meet in Ashgabat next year, where our Foreign Ministers met recently. This trend highlights the new role of ECO in this region. It confirms the growing interest of the new members in this organization. 

Our new members have made substantial progress in transforming their economies from a centrally planned one, to that of a free market economy. But there is still some distance to cover. ECO offers new members a truly democratic and equitable platform where they can exercise their sovereignty while promoting peace, stability and development. Their full participation will create a relationship among all the member countries which will become the engine of ECO.


Excellencies,


ECO declared the current year to be the first year of the ECO decade for transport and communications. We must make extensive use of this occasion to create a new momentum and a forward-looking approach to fulfill our objectives.


In line with our decisions at the second ECO Summit, the Ministers of Transport prepared the “Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of the Transport Sector”. Now we must work to attain our objectives through action-oriented programmes.


Telecommunications is a vital area where rapid progress is needed. Turkey has opened its satellite communications facilities to the mutual commercial use of all ECO member governments.


Many of our countries possess high-tech manufacturing and engineering capacities. They are able to produce and install modern communications networks.


Excellencies,


Another important priority area of ECO is trade. The Third ECO Summit will register two new legal instruments, namely the Transit Trade Agreement and the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen. Turkey will sign both instruments and encourages all other member states to follow suit.


Excellencies,


Turkey owes her development to outward orientation. Turkey is a member of GATT and of the World Trade Organization. We have a free trade agreement with member countries of the European Free Trade Zone and are preparing to enter into a Customs Union with the European Community at the end of this year. This important development will help us play the role of a bridge between Western Europe and the Member States of ECO. We are ready to share our experiences with our brothers, the ECO countries.


ECO’s activities have already expanded beyond the Organization’s  technical and administrative capacity. This is a welcome development in the sense that it indicates the dynamism inherent in ECO. The same development, however, is a cause of concern for us, because the abundance of ECO projects and activities split the limited resources available and diminish the efficiency of the Organization.


Creative rethinking and thus restructuring and operation of ECO is of vital importance if we wish to obtain substantial benefits from ECO.


We are committed to the goal of enhancing the effectiveness of ECO. We are determined to support all the views and the work that will be instrumental in achieving this goal.


We welcome the formation of a group of eminent persons to formulate a new organizational structure and strategy for next century’s ECO. We will designate an able, experienced and knowledgeable representative to this group. The Secretary General’s proposals have been instrumental in preparing the guidelines for this group. Here, I take this occasion to commend His Excellency Shamshad Ahmad for his untiring efforts in leading ECO to the new horizons awaiting the new century.


Pending ECO’s reorganization, we must substantially streamline the activities and operations of ECO in a way to allow practical, result-oriented and realistic utilization of the limited resources. Our priorities are transport, communications, trade and energy. We also see merit in promoting joint activities in narcotics abuse control.


Excellencies,


I invite all member states, especially the new members to take active part in this exercise.


ECO must become a symbol and effective channel of broader interaction between East and West as it is made up of countries that are located at a strategically important area, connecting East and West, South and North.


Therefore, while continuing with the structural reforms in the direction of trade liberalization and market economy, we must also take concerted action to integrate with the world economy.


I am confident that ECO has all the potential to become a vehicle for integration of our region with the world.


Excellencies,


Before concluding my remarks I would like to take this opportunity to share with you Turkey’s views on a number of current issues.


Turkey has deep-rooted historical and cultural ties with the Central Asian Republics. Developing our relations and cooperation with them on the basis of the principles of respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, non-interference in internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit is high on Turkey’s agenda.


The Central Asian Republics are currently passing through a difficult transitional period. ECO can help these Republics in their efforts to open up to the world, especially in the fields of telecommunications and transportation, where there exist good prospects of cooperation.


The restoration of peace and security in Tajikistan is of great importance. Developments in this country could affect the political balances in the region. We support the ongoing process of UN-sponsored negotiations hoping that it will lead to a lasting political solution that would preserve the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Tajikistan. 


Armenia continues to occupy nearly one-fourth of the territory of Azerbaijan and has caused the uprooting from their homes of around one million Azeris. For the first time since six years, a cease-fire is being respected by both sides for a long period. This cease-fire in the war zone should hold long enough to allow to negotiate a just and lasting political settlement. In spite of some positive developments, peace negotiations under the auspices of the OSCE have been stalled because of the intransigent Armenian attitude.


We are following with deep concern the situation in Chechnya. We continue to appeal to the Russian leaders to do their utmost to avoid further bloodshed and to seek a negotiated solution on the basis of respect for the territorial integrity of Russia.


We support Pakistan’s search for a negotiated settlement of the question of Kashmir. We have always followed this issue with concern and we stand in solidarity with Pakistan.


The Kashmir issue should be resolved on the basis of international legitimacy through negotiations. This will not only help improve Pakistani-Indian relations, but will certainly contribute to peace and stability in the region as a whole.


We are profoundly distressed by the continued fratricidal fighting in Afghanistan. We have consistently appealed to all parties to refrain from the use of force and to commit themselves to solving their differences through negotiations. We support all efforts for reconciliation between various Afghan groups, without discriminating among them. The different parties involved must come together to form a legitimate entity.


The ongoing tragedy in Bosnia and Herzegovina is another source of concern for all of us. The international community should undertake effective action to fully implement all the relevant U.N. Security Council resolutions and every possible pressure should be exerted on the Bosnian Serbs to make them unconditionally accept the peace plan.


Excellencies,


The search for a lasting solution to the Cyprus problem continues. We support the good offices mission of the UN Secretary General. Turkey wants a just, realistic and viable solution which should be freely negotiated and mutually acceptable. We believe that the package of confidence building measures suggested by the U.N. Secretary General will facilitate a bi-zonal and bi-communal federal solution. The Turkish Cypriot side has accepted this package and recently put forward constructive proposals towards achieving an overall solution.


The Turkish-Cypriot people are still suffering from the restrictions unjustly imposed upon them. We expect the ECO Member States to extend their brotherly support to the Turkish Cypriots. We welcome the increased participation of the Turkish Muslim community of Cyprus in the ECO activities. Enhanced ties with the Turkish Cypriot people in all areas will help them promote their just cause.


Excellencies,


As a last point, I would like to draw your attention to the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements, to be held in Istanbul between 3-14 June 1996.


Being the last of the series of the major U.N. conferences on economic and social issues in this century, this “City Summit” has an exceptional significance.


As we approach the 21st century, many nations face problems of urbanization caused by explosive growth of population. I believe that the Habitat-II Conference will constitute a golden opportunity to discuss common problems of human settlements and search new ways to make our cities, towns and villages healthy, safe and sustainable.


On this occasion, I would like to invite you all to this conference. I shall be honoured to host you in Turkey in June 1996.


Excellencies,


I have full confidence that, with the signing of various agreements we will enrich ECO and that this will be instrumental in consolidating an enhanced cooperation among us. Therefore, I hope that this Summit can be well remembered as a turning point in the history of ECO.


Thank you all.

