Statement by H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan 

(Unofficial English translation by ECO Secretariat)

Honorable Mrs. Chairperson,
Distinguished Heads of States and Governments,

Ladies and gentlemen,


It is a great pleasure for me to express to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the friendly people of Pakistan our sincere gratitude for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us.


I hope that the favorable conditions created for our meeting will make our work fruitful, and the decisions that we are going to make will greatly contribute to the establishment of a sound ground for making our future activities more active and dynamic.


We also have good prospects for our meeting, as it will be chaired by Her Excellency Muhtarma Benazir Bhutto, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, a wise and experienced politician and the daughter of honorable Zulfikar Bhutto. We are confident that Her Excellency will lead our meeting to tangible results that would further develop and strengthen economic ties and build confidence and mutual understanding among our countries.


Honorable Mrs. Chairperson,

Today we all are cognizant of the importance of regional cooperation in order to enhance the economic development of our countries, which share common destiny. We all cherish the hope that this process will give positive results in near future.

The Republic of Tajikistan in its foreign policy attaches great importance to the cooperation within ECO framework. Tajikistan was one of the first ECO Member States to ratify the Treaty of Izmir last year. We are aware of the responsibility of our membership with the ECO and we are ready to take an active part in the implementation of its goals and programs.

Despite so many social and economic problems facing Tajikistan, we are confident that we all can achieve considerable progress and increase the welfare of our peoples by complementing each other. We have all necessary prerequisites for this.

Two years passed since Tajikistan’ joining the ECO as a full-fledged member. All basic documents adopted at the highest level, viz. Quetta Plan of Action and Istanbul Declaration, which envisage a comprehensive cooperation among all the Member States of the Organization and facilitation of economic reforms, are in full conformity with the social and economic policy of the Government of Tajikistan. A special program was formulated and adopted aimed at ensuring Government’s reliable and full support to the implementation of market reforms, creation of favorable conditions for investments and promotion of new technologies.

Tajikistan is now undergoing through a difficult transition stage from centrally planned to free market economy. To overcome this stage, political stability and peace are a must.


Referring to the issue of political stability in the region as a key factor of smooth and effective economic cooperation among our countries, I do draw your attention to the tension that still prevail at Tajikistan’s border with Afghanistan. We hope the countries of the region will fully use their possibilities and tools to help restore peace and stability at Tajik-Afghan border as an important element of security in the ECO region. No cooperation and development are possible without stability.


Today we are fully aware of the fact that without interaction and collaboration of all ECO Member States, we will hardly be able to develop our national economies successfully. Only through a reasonable region-wide approach we may use rationally our natural resources in the name of economic development of our countries and wellbeing of our peoples.


At present there is a tendency of national identity prevailing in regional and international systems. A sustainable progress towards economic complimentarity will lead to the formation a regional economic system with the final aim of ensuring growth, development and prosperity. The success story of European Commission and South East Asian countries is a good example in this regard.

Honorable Mrs. Chairperson,
 
Today we are going to sign an ECO Transit Trade Agreement, which is undoubtedly an important step towards the enhancement and strengthening of cooperation among our countries. In order to facilitate this process, we need to make sure that the growth rate of certain Member States with dynamically developing economies has a positive impact on other Member States’ economies through increasing intra-regional trade and promoting foreign investments in the region.


The Member States may have different views on other ECO projects such as Shipping Company, ECO Air, Trade and Development Bank and Visa Simplification Agreement. Some may sign these documents, some may join it later. But one thing is clear: all these efforts are aimed at strengthening the cooperation and facilitating the process of integration into free market economy.


International practice has shown that regional economic cooperation should also be considered in the context of international economic situation. In this respect, an effective use of global, subregional and intra-regional complimentarity and cooperation to achieve sustainable economic growth in the region acquires a special importance. Here I mean the relations of ECO with other subregional groupings.


I think there is no need to deliberate on this matter now, as it is being dealt with at every annual meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers. However, I would like to reiterate the need for establishing contacts and relationship with European Commission, which are very important and useful for ECO activities and may help us settle many of our problems. Moreover, the current practice of interaction within the Economic Commonwealth of CIS countries may be of interest for us, especially as some of them are also members of ECO. 


Today we will witness the signing of MOUs between the ECO and UNPD, and ECO and UNDCP. These UN agencies have large opportunities and good experience in their respective sectors, and we are confident that the MOUs to be signed today lay down a sound legal basis for using their resources to implement ECO programs and projects.

Mrs. Chairperson,

Almost two years ago the ECO Member States having carried out fruitful work, identified new forms and modalities of interaction. There is no doubt that our joint activities have contributed to furthering friendly relation among our countries. First steps have already been done to establish mutually beneficial contacts within the framework of our Organization and to work out basic mechanism of cooperation.


However, it should also be mentioned that many of our joint projects and agreements still need our support and care to be out into effect. Here we need to show our common political will and determination to carry our projects through.


We are of the view that the realities of today and the increased membership of our Organization require the Treaty of Izmir, Basic Charter of ECO, to be revised. In this respect the ECO Secretariat’s proposal to set an Eminent Persons Group to update the Treaty of Izmir is very relevant and should be supported.


Any international organization goes through revisions and changes in the course of its development, and we should not slow down the pace we have acquired two years ago. On the contrary, we should exert every effort to increase the effectiveness of our Organization, to reach our noble and lofty goals in the interest of our peoples and to strengthen and develop the spirit of our cooperation as it is laid down in the basic documents of ECO. Only though mutual support and regional cooperation we will be able to ensure the prosperity and well-being of our peoples. The regional cooperation is of the imperatives of today.


In conclusion, it is my pleasure and duty to express our sincere thanks to  Her Excellency Muhtarma Benazir Bhutto, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and His Excellency Mr. Faruk Ahmad Khan Legari, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, as well as the Government of Pakistan for their cordiality and generous hospitality. I wish the participants of our meeting all the best and success.


Thank you for your attention.
