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Honorable Mrs. Chairman,

Honorable Heads of States and Governments,

Ladies and gentlemen,


I would like to thank the Government of Pakistan for extraordinary hospitality and excellent arrangements made for this high level meeting. It is a great honor and pleasure for me to address this high forum. We have come together here at a significant moment when our Organization celebrates its tenth anniversary. It is symbolical that we have convened this forum in this city of Islamabad where the new ECO set-up has been finalized. The ECO has now promising prospects of turning the ancient Great Silk Road into new vital routes to bring our brotherly peoples closer and contribute to our economic progress.


Kyrgyzstan considers ECO as one of the most important economic organizations. In the time of deep political and economic reforms in the world, when many countries are facing economic and environmental challenges they have never known before, the only solution is close interaction and integration. Therefore, we intend to continue and enhance the cooperation with those international organizations, which have economic priorities, including ECO.


Also we consider our membership with ECO as a good opportunity to get together, to build mutual confidence and understanding with our neighbors, which has been so eloquently stated by the Chairman of our meeting, Her Excellency Mrs. Mahtarma Benazir Bhutto.


All this is in line with our Islamic traditions and rules. According to Islam and from the point of view of human values, the neighbors stand right after the parents and relatives. The well-being of our peoples largely depends on good relationship among them. The Holy Koran is very clearly about it saying that: “Be kind to your parents, to your relatives, to orphans in need, to your neighbor who is close to you and also to the neighbor who is not familiar to you” (An-Nisa: 36).


I would to make a special emphasis on the great contribution of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, the Founding Member States of ECO, who spare no efforts in promoting effective economic cooperation and facilitating the integration of the new Member States from Central Asia.


Since the first day of its independence Kyrgyzstan has been developing good neighborhood relations with all bordering countries; we sincerely wish that all conflicts in the region that has cause so many people to suffer, and we are ready to fulfil our peace-keeping obligations in this respect.


The cooperation within ECO framework in such fields as land and air transport, telecommunications, energy, trade, banking and tourism is of a priority importance for Kyrgyzstan. Our country is very rich in hydro-energy resources and we are ready to share with our neighbors from ECO. Also we are keen to share our experience in the field of construction of hydro-energy units in mountainous area.


We expect good perspectives of cooperation among ECO Member States in the field of telecommunications and transport. Kyrgyz people have been very enthusiastic about the recent signing of a four-lateral agreement between Pakistan, Kazakhstan, China and Kyrgyzstan on transit land transportation, which will help restore transport links in Central Asia that once existed. The project of reconstruction of Kyrgyz part of this land transport route linking the Central Asian countries and Russia with China and Pakistan has already been included in the National Development Plan of Kyrgyzstan for 1995-1997, and an amount of $ 50 million will be allocated for this purpose. We are in active touch with international organizations to raise funds in order to bring both routes of the Great Silk Road in the territory of Kyrgyzstan in conformity with international standards.


The development of transport communications will greatly facilitate trade relations among the ECO countries. We now can see the way the entrepreneurs of our countries establish mutual contacts. I am confident that these tiny streams of business exchanges will soon become deep rivers of trade and economic cooperation. The Transit Trade Agreement that we signed will constitute a good legal framework in this regard.


At the same time we should effectively collaborate in combating illicit drug production and trafficking and drug transit through our territories.


We welcome the establishment of ECO Science Foundation, and we are happy to learn that the First Meeting of its Board of Trustees will meet as early as the end of this month to consider the plans and perspectives of cooperation among our scholars and scientists in this region endowed with large natural resources. It will definitely contribute to science and technologies and exchanges in this important field of economic development.


Kyrgyzstan appreciates the great work done by the ECO Secretariat to bring our approaches and positions closer, and we welcome and support the main outlines and parameters of the development of ECO as laid down in its basic documents. Kyrgyzstan also welcomes the establishment of Eminent Persons Group with a view of reconsidering and enhancing the effectiveness of our Organization to make stronger and responsive to challenges of the modern world.


Our county supports the ECO Secretariat’s initiative to establishing partnership relations with international and regional organizations.


There are a lot of opportunities of cooperation between ECO and CIS member countries as well as with the Central Asian Commonwealth, which includes many ECO new Member States as well. We can help the countries of our region to build and develop their transport links with Russia and other CIS countries.


I am convinced that the cooperation within ECO framework will greatly contribute to economic development and prosperity of our peoples. The history has given us an excellent opportunity to work together in the name of peace, progress and prosperity.


In conclusion, once again I would like to support the call made by our distinguished Chairperson, Her Excellency Mrs. Mahtarma Benazir Bhutto, by quoting from the great poet Omar Khayyam: ”Let us remove all doubts and breathe new strength in our aspirations!”


Thank you for your attention.

