Speech of H.E. Mr. Nigmatjan K. Isingarin, 

First Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Esteemed Madam Chairperson,

Esteemed Heads of States and Governments,


First of all let me express a sincere gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Her Excellency Mrs Benazir Bhutto, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the warmest hospitality we are receiving here.


Detaching me to this meeting, President Nursultan Nazarbaev asked me to pass over to the Heads of States and Governments taking part in this forum wish of successful and fruitful work and expressed his hope that the Third Summit of the Heads of ECO countries to which he attaches a major significance will become another step on the path of further development and enhancement of the regional cooperation for the benefit of the peoples of our countries.


It seems you already know about the situation in Kazakhstan: The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan has recognized that the authorization of the deputies of the Supreme Soviet elected in 1994 is not legitimate. From the moment this decision was taken the activity of the legislative body of the Republic was stopped.


To maintain the constitutional order in the country President N. Nazarbaev, basing on the constitutional Law “On temporary transfer to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan and to the heads of local administrations of the additional authorization”, is forming up and organizing the activity of the executive power and rules the legislative activity.


In the country there is a composure, the population with understanding accepted the decision which was taken according to the frame of the Constitution of the Republic in action.


The three years since our country came out to the world arena in the capacity of a new and independent entity of international relations were principally important and fruitful. It is during these three years after the confrontation and countervail of the two systems came to an end there appeared a chance to set the world order based on confidence and peacekeeping, on a saturated dialogue between all the countries with no exception, to form the new trade and economic ties and regional systems of cooperation.


Kazakhstan pays a special attention to cooperation within ECO, which is becoming a major organization and is having important geopolitical significance and unites bigger economic potential. It is principally important, together with further development of our traditional relations with the republics of Central Asia and Azerbaijan, to renew and gradually strengthen trade, economic, political and cultural relations with Iran, Pakistan, Turkey and Afghanistan.


At present the Economic Cooperation Organization has entered the crucial phase of its development when a revaluation of its activity efficiency is taking place within the frame of ten member countries and a transition from information exchange and analysis to a practical implementation of projects is being carried out as well as Quetta Plan of Actions and Istanbul Declaration being fulfilled.


Existing difference of models and of levels of economic development, diversity of natural resources, transport potential of ECO countries is an objective prerequisite for their interaction in the region. And this, in its turn, secures viability and stability of ECO. Basing on the idea of a regional cooperation, joint efforts and efficient use of possibilities of every state, the ECO Secretariat and its working bodies must focus their efforts on bringing positions of member countries closer to each other, on the search of mutually acceptable decisions. To complement it would help a reasonable pragmatism and elaboration of ECO activity priorities based on directive programmes.


Assessing the positive experience of the ECO establishment and taking into account exceptional economic direction of our alliance I consider it expedient to hold the meetings of Ministers of Economies of our countries every year. They could hold a sort of consultative advisory body on transfer of integration process within ECO into the stream of practical deals.


Special attention we attach to the development in the sphere of transport and communication. The Scheme-Plan of the development of transport system of the region adopted in 1993 in Almaty by Transport Ministers is an important phase in the realization of this guideline of activity. To this regard Kazakhstan considers it necessary to propose to continue this work at the meeting which is to be held in May 1995 in Almaty.


One of the major issues of the present Plan is construction of railroads and highways on the blank distances between the existing railways and highways as well as their reconstruction in order to link ECO countries between each other and to increase the volume of commodity transportation. We greet endeavor efforts undertaken by the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkmenistan on the completion of trans-Asiatic line construction.


The establishment of a Joint Shipping Company will facilitate to have outlets to sea ports for all ECO countries. Kazakhstan is in the need of the development of marital transport routes through the Caspian Sea but the problem of determining the status of the Caspian Sea delays this process very much. That is why we appeal to the countries adjoining the Caspian Sea to join efforts in searching mutually acceptable decision.


Kazakhstan very positively values the agreement on cargo transit signed in Islamabad on March 9, 1995 which gives the possibility to maintain cargo transit through mutually agreed routes within the system of multimodal transportation on the same conditions as national cargoes of the country through the territories of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and People’s Republic of China. Along with this the possibility to render free transit of goods to the third countries is also provided. An intergovernmental agreement on international highway link between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is also signed.


Similar agreements were also reached with other ECO countries which prove the formation of transport ties in the region.


Another important priority for Kazakhstan is cooperation in the field of means of communication. Development of ECOFOS project has an important significance for us. This project will let us to improve the telecommunication infrastructure of the region giving the possibility to develop the information basis. At the same time Kazakhstan is working on the issue of forming telecommunication lines with China which will let ECO countries to have an outlet to the South-East Asia. We also propose to use the existing “Baikonur” spaceships launching site for satellite communication.


Kazakhstan intensively carries out the development of oil and gas fields which are the major points of Kazakhstani export. Nevertheless, there is a problem of oil transportation from the fields. So the concept of regional interaction is a vital priority of cooperation of Kazakhstan with ECO.


Proposals of Kazakhstan are not limited by the mentioned above priorities and Kazakhstan is ready today to practically implement them. Its multilayer economy is open for a wide range of investments by ECO countries. You, in particular, are well aware of rich possibilities in the sphere of gas and oil, mining, metallurgy, production of fertilizers, and agriculture. Mutually beneficial cooperation in all spheres, and on bilateral basis especially, will help the ECO countries to satisfy its demands in non-expensive and qualitative resources, fuel and metallurgical raw material, building materials and other products, will decrease transport expenses, will simplify the scheme of their delivery and finally will facilitate the development of our economies. We welcome the efficient projects with companies of Turkey on oil production and processing of agricultural products, companies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in join production of nonferrous metals, companies of Pakistan in the reconstruction of cement industry. But these are only separate projects and we urge to a broader cooperation and are ready to consider any investment projects in the territory of Kazakhstan.


The status of an observer acquired by ECO
 at the UN General Assembly attracted attention of the major organizations which are sponsors of the most important projects. To my view signing agreements on cooperation with UNDP and UNDCP and signing Memoranda of Understanding with these organizations will not only put the basis for such a cooperation but will give a new impulse to make it more active.


As for the Agreement on Transit Trade and Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for businessmen of ECO countries we consider that signing of them will expedite integrational processes in the region and facilitate strengthening of economic and trade relations. Kazakhstan completely supports the principles stipulated in the given Agreements.


Peoples residing in our region have ancient cultural ties and common traditions. They are exposed by mutual imbuence of cultures of the people of the region. In honour of the 150th anniversary of a great Kazakh poet and enlightener and philosopher this year is recognized by UNESCO as the “year of Abai”. He made a great contribution into the development of the culture and arts of the people. We hope that celebration on the occasion of this date will take place in all the ECO countries. To my mind to make cultural and scientific exchange between the countries more active it is necessary to expedite the establishment of the ECO Cultural Institution.


No doubts that the development of trade and economic relations must have a favourable influence on the situation in the region laying a solid base for strengthening stability and security in Asia. To this regard I would like to mark out that cooperation within ECO we consider as one of the main guidelines to create the structure of interaction and confidence building measures in Asia. I believe that by joint efforts we are able to contribute to resolve this very difficult task which matches the interests of all the World Community and Asiatic continent on the first place.


On the eve of the new century the ECO countries are to resolve the tasks of the world scale. Our main aim is a solid economic growth and an increase of the level of well-being of the peoples of the region.


Setting up high and human aims, we need to strengthen and develop the spirit of cooperation stipulated in the fundamental documents. Kazakhstan is ready for this, and President N. Nazarbaev asked me to assure in it Heads of States and Governments.


Finally, I consider it’s a great honour for me to congratulate all the participants of the meeting with great Holiday of NAURYZ and wish success and prosperity to the peoples of our countries and, again, to express my gratitude to the people of Pakistan which rendered its great hospitality.


Thank you for attention.

