Speech of H.E. Mr. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 

President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
In the Name of Allah the Almighty

Your Excellency Mohtaramah Benazir Bhutto,

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Honourable Heads of States and Governments,


It is indeed a great pleasure to meet again the honourable Heads of States/Governments and high authorities of friendly countries of ECO. It’s also heartening to witness the holding of the Third Economic Cooperation Organization Summit. I hope that with this valuable opportunity initiated for exchange of views on regional and international developments, we will be able to achieve very useful results.

Honourable Chairperson


I would like to begin by offering my congratulations on your election as Chairperson of this important gathering and express my personal appreciation and that of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, for the efforts of the government and officials of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in hosting this august meeting. I pray to the Almighty Allah for the success and prosperity of the government and the noble nation of Pakistan.

Excellencies,


The world around us is undergoing rapid economic and political transformation, and at a time when scientific developments have taken an increasing accelerated pace, regional cooperation has become one of the essential and reliable instruments for development and progress. The ECO region with an area of more than 7 million square kilometers, is endowed with rich and varied natural resources and necessary manpower and expertise. In addition to these conducive factors, our age-old common cultural and historical links have created immutable bonds of amity and solidarity among our peoples. Each of these factors alone can play an important role for the economic development of the region.


The only dark point that has cast its shadow on this bright horizon is the existence of certain internal and external, political tensions and conflicts which imperil the peace and security in our part of the world. Conflicts that have been imposed on Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Azerbaijan have depleted the resources of these nations and have hampered their efforts toward economic development.


Unfortunately the existent groups and parties in Afghanistan have not been able to set their differences aside and find a permanent solution for their problems and establish a stable and independent government. The Islamic Republic of Iran has supported the people of Afghanistan by hosting millions of Afghan refugees. We have also stated our readiness to continue humanitarian aid and to work for a comprehensive political solution that will serve the interests of all segments of Afghan population and groups.


The Islamic Republic of Iran has followed closely the grave situation in Kashmir and is deeply concerned over the continuation of the plight of the people of this region. Iran has consistently sought the end of violence and has supported a political settlement in consonance with the aspirations and will of the oppressed Kashmiri people.


The crisis in Tajikistan entered a promising phase with the signing of the Tehran ceasefire agreement. The cooperation between the Islamic Republic of Iran, the United Nations, Russian Federation and other regional countries, serve as good pattern of regional cooperation for the peaceful settlement of crisis. We believe that the ceasefire and continuation of the peace negotiation is the most suitable way to achieve national reconciliation and establish a durable and just peace in this country.


The Islamic Republic of Iran, as a neighbour to the two countries of Azerbaijan and Armenia, has launched an extensive effort to bring about peace and security in the Caucasus. We welcome all peace plans and believe the end of occupation of Azeri territory by Armenian forces is one of the instruments for peaceful resolution of the conflict.


The situation in the strategic region of the Persian Gulf is another important issue. The importance of this region has caused continuous intervention by outside forces and creation of a center of crisis. The Islamic Republic of Iran has consistently emphasized that the cardinal prerequisite for peace, stability and security in the region is the solidarity and unity among the countries of the Persian Gulf region. Specially since, age old historical and cultural ties bind the nations of this region together.


The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that creation of tension and conflicts wreaks havoc and irreparable damage on the fragile economies of the nations and impedes the strengthening of foundation for cooperative economic relations. For this reason, we are desirous to see the member countries of ECO enjoy political stability and internal security. We believe ECO will gain added power under peace and stability, and the arrogant imperialist powers will not be able to so easily pursue their ominous designs by creating unjust wars and political upheavals.

Chairperson

Excellencies,


A sound and flourishing economy is an important element for political stability, ECO with its potential and actual capability and resources provides a good opportunity to us to attain a prosperous economy and true independence.


In my meetings with the respected heads of the ECO countries, all have emphasized their desire to cooperate in the framework of ECO, and I am hopeful that with the personal supervision of your Excellencies early realization of the goals set by ECO will be facilitated.


Fortunately, in the intervening time between the two Summits, ECO has taken dynamic and great strides forward. Firm steps have been taken toward materialization of joint regional projects. Without any doubt the active participation of all the member states in the joint regional projects shall bring about better results. We expect the distinguished heads of states and governments to remind the relevant officials of their countries that petty matters, creating obstruction and casting doubt on joint ECO projects cause division among the members and weaken our organization. It is, therefore, necessary that if small problems and difficulties emerge on the way of implementing joint projects, we work together for the removal of these impediments.


In this line, and due to the present complications in trade relations, we put forward the following proposals:

1-
Establishment of free trade zones within ECO region should be accorded high priority. These zones play an important role for promotion of trade among the member states. I raised this proposal during the last summit meeting and it was to be established to examine by the relevant Committee.

2-
A Preferential Tariff Scheme, the Protocol for which was also signed, need further follow up by the relevant officials. Furthermore I propose that with the expanding the scope and extent of preferential tariffs, we can move toward removal of impediments within a definite timeframe, say in a period of 10 years, so that we can have unrestricted flow of goods among member countries.

3-
A joint ECO exhibition for the purpose of exchanging the required information on available products in the member countries should be held. The Islamic Republic of Iran is fully prepared to hold the first ECO exhibition.

4-
Communication plays a vital role particularly for countries that have no access to the high seas. The plan for development of transportation and communication for the next 10 years, the draft of which has been submitted by the Islamic Republic of Iran should receive top priority in order to pave the way for sustained development in all economic sectors.


It is my pleasure to inform this important Summit that in the next few days the Bafq-Bandar Abbas Railway line will be inaugurated and Central Asia and Trans Caucasus will thus be linked to the high seas through the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways.


Establishment of auxiliary facilities are instrumental in promoting inter regional trade. Drafting of the Transit Trade Agreement and the agreement for granting business visas are very positive steps. We propose that those countries who have access to high seas accord special privileges to land-locked nations. Iran is fully prepared to lend a helping hand.


Establishment of ECO Airline and ECO Joint Shipping company play a valuable role in development of trade and enhancement of scientific and cultural cooperation and will augur greater unity among the member states.


The next step of ECO can be mobilization of national investments of the member countries and their use in mass production of goods by taking into account comparative advantages. No doubt, this cooperation will produce better and more concrete results for the industrial and agricultural sectors which requires the careful attention of the executive authorities. In this connection, with careful research and long-term planning the required grounds should be laid to facilitate the free flow of capital.


Our common history and culture have latent and decisive impact on our joint cooperation. Commencement of the activities of the two centers, namely the Science Foundation and ECO Cultural Institute whose preliminary work has taken place ushers in new development in ECO. The success of these two centers depend on the multifaceted and all round cooperation of the relevant experts and concerned officials of the member countries.


The broad spectrum of ECO activities, covering economic, scientific and cultural fields, will no doubt produce better results, with the cooperation of International Organizations.  The cooperation of these organizations with ECO in holding seminars, conferences or participation at annual meetings are beneficial and needs serious follow-up. It is expected that countries and international organizations, granting finance for developmental projects set aside a portion of their aid for development projects in the ECO region. With doing so all the ECO member states will benefit from this cooperation in a more effective way.

Your Excellencies,


Although with the accession of new members, ECO has taken great strides forward in implementation of joint projects, but perhaps the same with new incitements, and more convenient atmosphere for further cooperation caused some complications. The emergence of a brighter and broader horizon for regional cooperation is a valuable factor for further cooperative relations and sustained development. Under the existing circumstances, ECO has the capacity to become a powerful economic bloc that can ensure the security and happiness of our people. The requisite for the attainment of this goal is regional outlook, political understanding, hard work and sometimes willingness to make sacrifices. Once again the Islamic Republic of Iran, while reiterating its readiness, seeks more than before cooperation of the members in joint projects for economic growth of ECO and welfare and tranquility of the people of the region.


In conclusion, I would like to thank all the officials and experts that collaborated in finalizing different documents and thus paving the way for the implementation of a number of important ECO projects.


I would like to once again thank the government and people of Pakistan for their warm and gracious hospitality, and pray to the Almighty God for the success of this meeting for attaining the desired goals.

Vassalam un-Aleikum,

