Speech of H.E. Heydar Aliyev, 

President of the Azerbaijan Republic 
Madam Chairperson!

Your Excellencies!


I wish to express my pleasure at convening the Third Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organization and to extend my greetings to the leaders and delegations of the fraternal member states of the Organization,  and representatives of the most authoritative international organizations, participating in this Forum.   


It gives me pleasure to extend my felicitations to Her Excellency Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, Prime-Minister of Pakistan, on her election as Chairperson of this Summit as well as to express my heartfelt gratitude to the President and the Government of Pakistan for the warm welcome, cordial hospitality and excellent arrangements made for ensuring the success of our work in Islamabad.


Recently, Pakistan has become a frequent venue, where the largest international conferences and meetings of both regional and global scale are being held. It reflects the role and place occupied by this country in Asia and the Islamic world, as well as in international community of nations.


The national idea of independent statehood for Pakistan, which was born owing to the genius and foresight of poet Mohammad Iqbal and brought to life by the political and state talent of distinguished statesman Mohammad Ali Jinnah, has been consecutively supplemented by the strengthening and steadily rising international authority of Pakistan. This is thanks to the efforts and labour of its leadership. People in our country well remember and deeply appreciate that Pakistan was among the first countries to recognize the independence of Azerbaijan.


Despite the well-known difficulties, faced by the people of Azerbaijan, namely the Armenian military aggression and occupation of twenty per cent of our territory, banishment of about one million people from their native hearths, and objective complications resulted from the transition period, we have already gone along a considerable part of the path leading to the creation of an independent, democratic, law-governed state with a market economy and with a multi-party system. The people of Azerbaijan are determined to follow strongly the chosen way and are grateful to fraternal peoples for their support on this crucial stage of its history.


Today, Azerbaijan is pursuing an active foreign policy, aimed at rapid integration into the world community. We are developing active political cooperation within the framework of the United Nations, Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. We have joined the Commonwealth of Independent States, and “Partnership for Peace” programme of NATO, and are developing broad economic cooperation.


The increasing effect of economic factors on world policy, internationalization and regionalizing of the world economy are distinguishing peculiarities of XX century. The process of integration is getting momentum in the world, the creation of economic alliances is observed, and interaction among the regional and sub regional organizations  are getting activated.


The Azerbaijan Republic has not remained aside from these processes. Being the member of three regional economic organizations, it has been actively involved in regional economic cooperation.


The Economic Cooperation Organization lives through the stage of revival since seven new states have joined it, and it has turned into the largest Asian Economic Organization in terms of population, size of territory and economic potential. The ECO occupies one of the priority directions in the foreign policy of Azerbaijan.


I am pleased to emphasize that during short period of time since the enlargement of the ECO considerable amount of work has been carried out. The Quetta Action Plan and Istanbul Declaration, have been adopted, which laid down the foundation for the development of regional cooperation by the year 2000, and aimed at concrete orientations, and coordinated priority areas of cooperation.


The work on the development of four important projects of the ECO, namely, on establishment of Aviation and Shipping Companies, Bank for Trade and Development, and Reinsurance Company, has been completed. At this stage, Azerbaijan intends to participate in some projects, and join the rest over the time.


In this respect, Azerbaijan views with importance the signing of the Agreement on Transit Trade in the ECO region and the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for businessmen from the ECO countries. We believe that the effective realization of the said agreements would be powerful means for increasing interregional trade activities.


Figuratively speaking, trade is circulatory system for the national economy both in an individual country and in the region as a whole. It acquires special importance for our region as 7 out of 10 member states do not have access to the open sea, and the six former Soviet Republics have inherited from the recent past the unilateral direction of existing transport communications. That is why we have to address big challenges to bring the transport and communication infrastructures of the region into conformity with the potential opportunities for their economic development. 


The access of Azerbaijan, and the states of Central Asia to the ports of the Mediterranean, Persian Gulf, and Indian Ocean do promise considerable economic benefits also for Iran, Pakistan and Turkey because of the beginning of development of rich oil and gas deposits in these countries.


Therefore, the state authorities of the founding members of the ECO should increasingly activate and strengthen the work on creation of the necessary conditions for the implementation of the said projects. I call upon the leaders of fraternal states to render considerable support to this most important direction in the economic development of the region.


Establishment of ECO’s relations with other regional economic organizations, with international economic and financial institutions, and especially, with the United Nations system bear special importance for the steady development of economic cooperation in the region. Without exaggeration, it is an important factor testifying to the openness of our cooperation, and the incorrectness of speculation that the ECO is an economic alliance established on religious basis.


Azerbaijan deeply appreciates and supports the steps, which have been made by the Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Secretary General of the ECO Mr. Shamshad Ahmad in this direction, namely, receiving the status of observer at the United Nations, establishment of formal relations for cooperation with Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), ESCAP, UNIDO, UNICEF, UNDP, Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).


The interrelations among the member countries of the ECO could be the basis for regional cooperation in the areas of industry, science, technology, agriculture and agro-industry.


The current challenges are to reveal those directions, areas, and enterprises of the national economy in the member countries, where cooperation, without considerable material and financial expenditures, could achieve the best results. This is the basis for successful activities of the Organization and its viability.

Excellencies,


Last September Azerbaijan has signed a large investment contract with the Consortium of international oil companies on joint exploitation of oil deposits on the Azerbaijan shelf of the Caspian Sea. This was a serious sign of the readiness and interest of the world community to establish equal cooperation with Azerbaijan. I would also like to stress that some of the participants in this project represent member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization. I am confident, that the realization of this oil contract will affect beneficially both the economy of Azerbaijan and the economic development of the whole ECO region.


Without peace and stability on the lands of all the member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization it is impossible to ensure economic development, wide cooperation between all the countries of the region, and the achievement of the majority of the outlined goals.


You are well aware that the aggression of Armenia against the Azerbaijan Republic has been continuing for the last 7 years. Despite the aggression, the Azerbaijan Republic agreed to a ceasefire which has lasted for 10 months. I have stated and once more declare strongly from this high rostrum that we are in favour of a peaceful settlement of the Armenian-Azerbaijan conflict, and are doing everything we can, and we agree to all possible compromises. But obstinacy of the Republic of Armenia, its unwillingness to compromise, and attempt to speak from the position of strength, to annex the native lands of Azerbaijan, to reconsider the existing borders, reduce all our efforts to naught.


We deeply appreciate the resolution of the Budapest Summit of the OSCE on the use of international peacekeeping forces for the settlement of conflict. We strive to step up the activities of the Minsk Group, and to sign the political agreement for the establishment of peace and stability. We can not agree to freezing of the situation, and to an eternal no peace, no war position. Hundreds of thousands of refugees, impoverished by the war, have been impatiently expecting to return to their native lands.


I am grateful to all of you for the fact, that the Economic Cooperation Organization in Istanbul in 1993 and the Organization of the Islamic Conference in Casablanca in December 1994, have condemned the Armenian aggression against the Azerbaijan Republic. At the same time, I call upon Your Excellencies, to use all your opportunities of influence Armenia, to implement the decision of the OSCE Budapest Summit, and to establish durable peace and stability between the two neighbouring countries of Azerbaijan and Armenia. The achievement of this goal would, at the same time, contribute to the success of those interregional unions, where both belligerents have representation.


This Summit has been convened on the eve of the New Year for Muslims of the world. The countries of the region celebrate this holiday as Novruz Bayram, which is the holiday of revival, kindness and happiness. I avail myself of this opportunity to wish peace, welfare, creative labour and prosperity to peoples of our countries in the New Year. I am hopeful that the fruitful cooperation within the framework of the Economic Cooperation Organization will be developed, and I declare that I will personally support that.


Thank you for your attention.

