Statement by H.E. Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani, President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan
H.E. Mohtarama Benazir Bhutto,

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic

of Pakistan and Chairperson of the Current Supreme Summit,

Excellencies Heads of States/Governments participating in the meeting,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


I am happy to address this high level delegations on this auspicious occasion of the Third Summit of the Heads of State/Government of Member Countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization “ECO”.


I feel it necessary to, first of all, convey my own thanks and gratitude and those of the people and Government of the Islamic State of Afghanistan to the people and Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the warm reception accorded to our delegation. I also wish to felicitate Your Excellency on your election as the Chairperson of this ECO Summit Meeting.


The Islamabad Summit Meeting is being convened during such a time when member countries of ECO are confronting a number of problems and issues, solution of which require joint and unified efforts. The Islamic State of Afghanistan wishes success for this auspicious Summit to solve those problems and is prepared to share its obligations for the solution of the problems, being faced by ECO member states in the economic and social fields. The Islamic State of Afghanistan is prepared for all types of cooperation.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan believes that the determination of our nations for the expansion and strengthening of regional cooperation, stated in the Tehran and Istanbul Summits, can play a vital role in ECO and its restructuring. Keeping in view the fact that only short period of time new members have joined this organization, in fact ECO has entered the phase of joint strategies and the phase of planning has been put behind. Now, there is an urgent need for implementing those projects which have been already studied.


Implementation of these projects, is part of the Quetta Plan of Action and having considered the long-term prospects of ECO. It is worth paying attention that the delegation of the Islamic State of Afghanistan has certain reservations and particular opinions with regard to the draft agreement on ECO Transit Trade and Related Protocols on Preferential Tariffs. We believe that these observation and suggestions will help to further improve those agreements. We request the ECO Secretariat to seriously study and undertake the necessary action to incorporate them in the final text.


One of the important factors which can help in the realization of the ECO projects and programmes in an effective manner, is the expansion of those projects and programmes to all the ECO member countries both from the projects view point and its administration. Expansion of transport is like the main views for economic development which has special place in the planning of the ECO activities.


Despite the fact that various plans for the expansion of transportation in ECO member countries was approved at Almaty so as to expand roads and railway lines between member countries, but this objective was not considered and realized with regard to our country. The Islamic State of Afghanistan expects member countries to extend a helping hand to us in the revival and reconstruction of our highways which provide the shortest route to the Ocean via Central Asian countries.


Excellency The Chairperson!


This point is worth noting that while taking decisions, preparing and implementing programmes of planning and regional strategies, the special requirements and needs of every member country should be taken into consideration not from the view point of developmental standards but also keeping in mind the ECO physical and geographical locations. For example from amongst the ten member countries of ECO six are land locked including Afghanistan. Therefore, keeping in mind the importance of reaching the Ocean for these countries the Islamic State of Afghanistan has welcomed the transit net works of ECO. It is interested that those member countries which have access to the Ocean should provide necessary facilities to the land locked members of the ECO without any discrimination. We hope that this Summit Conference will consider and endorse the view points of the Afghan side with regard to transit and trade agreement which was reached at the Fifth Summit Conference of Ministerial Council of ECO in Ashgabat because the view points of the Afghan side protects the national interest of all member countries.


It is grateful to say that of late, our brotherly country of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has taken unilateral action, imposing certain limitations and restrictions on the Afghan transit goods, creating a serious problem for the Afghan traders, in the transit of goods from Karachi Port to Afghanistan. We hope that the brotherly country of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in pursuance of its commitments which it had undertaken with regard to the Pak-Afghan Transit Trade, decisions and agreements of ECO, norms and inter-states conventions concerning free access for the land-locked countries to the Ocean These countries will take steps to rectify and eradicate those problems. We express our readiness to participate in any high level bilateral talks in this regard.

Excellencies!


The Islamic State of Afghanistan is of the opinion that the world, especially the countries of South Asia and Central Asia which mostly form ECO, are in a very turbulent period of contemporary history. Many of these countries are passing through political and economic stages which do not conform to the national interests and basic needs of their people. They are entering into a new political and social life. Some of these countries, as a result of various factors, including the influences of foreign agents, are faced with unrest and threats.


The present situations and conditions demand that the member countries of ECO expand their links in the political, economical and social fields so as to overcome the present problems. By providing necessary facilities and services for the people and expansion of way for further development of this region in the economic spheres and raising the standard of living of the people and provision of security and creation of confidence in social life. The people and the Government of the Islamic State of Afghanistan are prepared to extend all necessary cooperation for the achievement of this objective. The people of Afghanistan, having waged successful armed struggle against an aggressive superpower, wishes to play an effective role in the political and social changes and development of the world especially this region. The defeat of Red Army disintegration of the former tyrannical Great Soviet Empire, end of the cold war and beginning of a new era of relations among the people, nations and governments on the basis of understanding and peaceful co-existence are some of the visible and unforgettable signs of the heroic and epoch making jehad of our brave and intrepid people of Afghanistan. In this way, this determined and proud nation has fulfilled her historical obligations in a very praiseworthy manner in respect to the people of this region of the world, though the prolongation of this successful duty has been achieved at a very heavy price.

Excellencies!


With the attainment of the Islamic victory and sovereignty in our country, it was expected that internal conflicts would end soon and peace, understanding and mutual confidence would take its place in all spheres of life. But unfortunately certain circles and groups, at the behest of their selfish and a egoistic tendencies, and under the influence of self interested outside foreign powers, did not wish our people who had emerged victorious in the battle field, to act unitedly and play a significant role in the promotion of cooperation among the countries of the region, as well as to further strengthen social political conditions, and to speed up social economic progress of the societies and peoples of southern and Central Asian countries. They fanned hostilities and armed conflicts, causing disorder through designing plots, provocations and interferences.


History has witnessed that when the people of Afghanistan faced hard socio-political conditions, they have found ways and means to solve their difficulties, preserve their unity and to heroically defend their national sovereignty and the territorial integrity of their home land. Those who stood in their way, were met with a strong and thorough resistance of the Afghan Muslim nation. The valiant sons of this land consequently were able to oust the aliens from their country and to remove them from the political spheres of Afghanistan. The situation in Afghanistan is moving fast in the direction of peace, security and stability in the country.


Based on its humane and peace loving policy, the Islamic State of Afghanistan has supported every effort, aimed at ensuring country wide and durable peace in the country. Accordingly, we have supported the peace efforts of OIC and the United Nations in this regard. We are of the belief that in order to achieve positive results from the peace efforts of the United Nations, it is necessary to take into consideration the new developments and the changed situation. It is vital that all the prominent and effective forces of the country who are involved in the ongoing issues of the country should participate in any future political setup.


Afghanistan belongs to the people of that country, comprising various ethnic groups who are leading a peaceful life in a brotherly atmosphere. Therefore, all the inhabitants of Afghanistan, the representatives of all the tribes and ethnic groups and followers of all the religious sects shall be given the opportunity to take part and frame the political structure and system and to choose the future leadership of the country, in a balanced and proportionate manner for the achievement of this goal, and keeping in mind the aspirations of our pious people, proud and victorious country, we are making unceasing efforts. We and the people all over the country are confident that the victory belongs to the people of Afghanistan and those who are with their nation. It should be explained that the Afghans are a righteous and thankful people, who will never forget those friends, people and governments which stood by the people of Afghanistan during difficult hours and did not spare any brotherly and selfless cooperation. They will always be remembered by the Afghans.

Excellencies!


The people of Afghanistan have before them a difficult stage of reconstruction and rehabilitation of their war-ravaged country. At this very moment, our nation expects all the friends, particularly the member countries of ECO, with who they have long time traditional, cultural, religious and historical ties, and who are their neighbours and brethren in faith, to extend sincere cooperation to reconstruct the economic infrastructure of their country.


We are sure that you will share with me the belief that Afghanistan serves as a linking bridge between the ECO member countries, as it lies in the center of their communication highways. Ensuring stability and security in Afghanistan through the construction of safe, reliable and suitable roads in Afghanistan will certainly play a significant role in the expansion of trade and economic relations between the ECO member countries.


Therefore, it is the expectations of the Afghan people from the ECO member countries to extend their sincere cooperation to them to this effect, so that Afghanistan successfully plays its due role among the ECO members, by linking them together. The Afghans will warmly welcome such a noble gesture of assistance and cooperation.


It is worth-mentioning that in a number of ECO member countries, and the Moslem world in particular, political and social situation does not enjoy any stability of worthy of considerable satisfaction. The presence of imposed sources of tension in the Islamic world, has given birth to the expression of various views about the Islamic world and its role in the stability of international situation. The Islamic State of Afghanistan is seriously eager that tensions in such troubled regions is ended, peace, stability and security is restored.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan pays keen attention to the developments in Kashmir. We wish that this conflict be settled in accordance with the aspirations of the Kashmiri people and the UN resolutions through bilateral dialogue.


We also hope that the situation of the Middle East develop in such a direction so as to pave ground for the realization of the historical aspirations of the people of that region, particularly the freedom loving people of Palestine, which can lead to a comprehensive solution to the problems.


Lack of interest in the just solution of the problem of Bosnia Herzegovina, by the international community, use of various types of pressure tactics against the Muslims of that country, merciless killing, and slaughter of the inhabitants of that country has not only challenged the human society in this age of freedom and progress, it is also a warning to the Muslim countries and peace loving forces all over the world. It is necessary for the Islamic countries and the international community to take effective steps to end this crisis, plunder and torture of the defenseless people of Bosnia Herzegovina.


The situation in the Republics of Tajikistan and Azerbaijan is also serious concern to the Islamic State of Afghanistan. We want peace and stability in those regions and hope that such a situation does not emerge which would serve as pretext for foreign interferences there. Because such a situation weakens security and confidence of the people of those countries.


We desire consolidation of trust and confidence among people, countries and governments. The Islamic State of Afghanistan, on the basis of her policy of peace, wishes to see promotions of relations and friendly ties and mutually beneficial relations among the countries. We believe in mutual respect for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and non-interference in the internal affairs of each others. The Islamic State of Afghanistan highly respects and observes the Charter of United Nations Declaration of International Human Rights, principles of non-alignment and convention of OIC.


We want to have friendly relations and good ties with all the countries, especially the neighbouring ECO member countries, Islamic countries and all other friendly nations for the sake of promoting cooperation. Any friendly action or step which might be taken in this direction has our full support and backing.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan condemns terrorism in any form or any level. The campaign against production, export and smuggling and use of illicit drugs and narcotics, forms one of the most important obligations of the Islamic State of Afghanistan. It is to be noted that Islam had condemned the use of illicit drugs nearly fourteen hundred years ago.


For the sake of reorganizing and strengthening the struggle against smuggling of narcotics in Afghanistan, the High Commission of the State is working in a very wide area. For the sake of preventing and stopping smuggling of narcotics, the Islamic State of Afghanistan believes in taking suitable regional and international steps. It is worth mentioning that those who are waging propaganda under the garb of smuggling of narcotics have done very little in actual practice.

Distinguished Excellencies!


Although ECO member countries and its people enjoy one of the best geo-political locations, possess great resources of energy, raw materials, mines and minerals, have vast economic reserves and above all have access to a dynamic honest manpower. However all of them are placed in the list of developing or under-developed countries. Severe economic backwardness poverty, low income, low per capita, lower level of literacy, insufficient educational, medical and social opportunities. The problems which the peoples of these countries are mostly suffering from are those as mentioned above. On the other hand, conspiracies by certain foreign opportunistic circles have multiplied the socio-economic problems and sufferings of the people of those countries.


In order to be able to effectively cope with all these challenges, a harmonized, well-planned and precise policy is required. The ECO has the obligation to conduct its affairs in such a manner so as to achieve this goal, enabling people of member countries to overcome the existing shortcomings and to join the caravan of civilization.


The expansion of cooperation among member countries required, first of all, promotion of communication and understandings among them. A systematic network  of exchanging information is a must for linking the ECO countries. Existence of airways for linking national capitals and major cities of member countries, regular land routes, provision of mutual facilities for expansion of trade, travel of businessman, securing of investments in industrial, agricultural, telecommunications, health and educational sectors should constitute priorities in planning policies by member countries. This will play a significant role in the socio-economic progress of those countries and will help in raising the living standards of its people.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan is convinced that our people are entering a new era of accepting greater responsibilities for undertaking tremendous obligations opportunities are rapidly and constantly changing if neglected and not properly utilized the ECO community will not only fail to obtain its objectives but will also suffer from immense difficulties and shortcomings.


In our opinion, an ECO Development Bank should be established and supported so that it can render timely and necessary services to the member countries especially to those member countries which are more needy for financing the joint projects.


We are confident that the ECO as a powerful and effective organization will be able to promote close contacts in the economic arena with other sister international and regional organizations. It will also coordinate its policies and basic programmes, in accordance with the requirements and overall targets of the international community growths up to an effective and fruitful level. It will help in the speedy implementation of socio-economic programmes of the international community.


I wish this auspicious and momentous Summit meeting further success in the fulfillment of its important and historic duties, and on behalf of the people and the Islamic State of Afghanistan assure that we will do our best and unflinching endeavors along with other members of ECO for the achievement of our common goals and objectives. We will respect and implement all the decisions and resolutions of this august meeting.


I thank you very much Madam Chairperson.

