Speech of H.E. Mr. Islam A. Karimov, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Dear Mr. Chairman!

Dear Mr. Secretary General!

Distinguished Guests!

Ladies and Gentlemen!


I take this opportunity to again and sincerely congratulate from this high rostrum our friend, His Excellency Suleiman Demirel, on his appointment as President of the Turkish Republic and wish His Excellency long life, strong health and may I express my sincere gratitude for his outstanding services in bringing prosperity to the Turkish people and for strengthening relations of friendship between our nations. We also congratulate Her Excellency Tansu Cillar on her election to the post of Prime Minister and hope she will contribute to the progress of our peoples. We wish her strong health, every success and good luck in effecting her responsibilities.


May I greet the heads of state and government of the Economic Cooperation Organization and wish effective cooperation along the road of progress and prosperity for our nations.


We highly appreciate the efforts which made the Second Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization possible and are grateful to the President of the Turkish Republic and the Government for their hospitality accorded to us.


Ladies and Gentlemen!


Dear friends!


The world has entered a new era. Its distinctive feature is the consolidation and development of relations of cooperation among states and peoples. From now on the comprehensive integration is a common, global process which enables to consolidate all forces and movements in the name of the bright future of every nation and human civilization, open up better opportunities for every state.


This is namely why Uzbekistan realizes to the full the extreme importance of the tasks facing the Economic Cooperation Organization as well as the great potentials of this international organisation.


The draft of the Istanbul Declaration on the Main Guidelines of Development of the Economic Cooperation Organisation up to the year 2000 and its further perspectives meets, in our opinion, the letter and spirit of the Quetta Plan.


Only through the unification of forces, possibilities, resources, interests, material and spiritual potentials of the 10 states – located on the permanent territory of the Organization and sharing common history, culture, religion, mentality, language, and, which is more – common destiny they can restore a historical justice – catch up with advanced countries and hold the place they deserve in the world community.


This strategic objective requires the solution of many problems on the free and mutually-advantageous utilisation of our unified potentials.


Looking into the future we have to clearly visualize that there may arise some difficulties of a political, economic and such like nature. These difficulties are predetermined by varying potentials and specifics of the ECO Member States.


Evaluating from this point of view the guidelines of the ECO development at the beginning of the XXI-st century we have to have a clear idea that a number of generally recognized conditions and circumstances will have to be taken into consideration.


First. A very important condition for us – the question of mutual trust. It is quite natural that 10 ECO Member States may have differing views in politics, ideology, which is quite understandable, but if we fail – despite these differences – to stand shoulder to shoulder, and if there will be no mutual trust and mutual support among ourselves, and if we fail to give priority to economic interests over the politics and ideological indoctrination, then there is no need for us to assemble here to hold sessions or make any other moves.


Second. A problem common for all of us – the problem of transport and communications. No result can be expected in other spheres of cooperation without the establishment of communications among our countries. Speaking of communications I mean not only relations through the automobile, railway or air transport, but also the development of mutual relations in the field of culture and spiritual life. Major significance in this sphere belongs to television, radio and high-tech space communications.


For example, if the situation in Afghanistan will hamper relations between Uzbekistan and Pakistan then all our words, great expectations and intentions, our appeals will remain on paper.


There can be no sustained progress, neither accord nor harmony without overcoming this kind of obstacles and conflicts.


We, representatives of Uzbekistan, fully support this attitude to the communications stated in the Declaration to be adopted today. We are prepared to honestly and persistently cooperate for the implementation of all projects which make sense.


Our people say ”Where there is work there is sense”. Therefore, we have to jointly start this work. I appeal to you, distinguished Heads of State to follow this appeal.


Third. A very important circumstance lies in the organisation of the activities of financial, credit-and-banking institutions without which no expected results can be achieved, even if we succeed in establishing mutual relations, sign various vitally important and nice documents. There are little chances that we will be able to bring life to our declarations, however favourable, or be able to implement our projects if major national, European, international banks, in particular the Asian Bank, the Islamic Bank will not render us any assistance.


Fourth. Once we wish to push through with our cause at high rates then we need to find the form of practical moves acceptable for all. In my opinion, we should think over the establishment of a Cooperation Fund along with the Special Fund of Technical support envisaged by the Istanbul Declaration. Let every Member State introduce its proposals on this account. This Fund, no doubt, will prove effective for all member states.


The Economic Cooperation Organisation is not a charity society. Its members are guided in their activities, in the first place, by the interests of their own country, their people. From this point of view, the Inter-State Investment Fund will serve the cause of supporting and implementation of major mutually-beneficial projects up to the year 2002.


One more important problem. Another condition of cooperation in the field of economy is the consolidation of mutual ties in the cultural and spiritual spheres. The more the people of the ECO Member States are informed on the processes taking place in other states of the “ten” there will be more mutually beneficial meetings among our statesmen, more often our business people will visit each other, the broader, deeper and more effective will be relations among our businessmen and merchants.


I would like to remind that the better our nations will comprehend all phenomena in the cultural, spiritual and religious life in every one of the ECO Member States, the more favourable there will be conditions for the development of economic relations among us.


Ladies and Gentlemen!


We all live with great expectations and fully understand that our people – with such a great history and culture behind them – deserve the most decent life. Apart from time factor we need peace and stability for the implementation of our good plans and hopes, same as every living creature needs air and water for survival.


If there is no stable peace in the region, then all our gigantic plans and projects and good intentions may well remain unrealized. Today, the situation in Afghanistan and the continued confrontation there are the subjects of our common concern.


We have no wish and it is not our objective to interfere into other countries internal affairs. We wish one thing – peace to the fraternal people of Afghanistan, the soonest solution of its internal conflicts and return to peaceful creative endeavour.


It is my opinion that every one of us should exert every effort and do his best to reconcile the opposing forces in neighbouring Afghanistan and promote the soonest return of the Afghan people to peaceful life.


We propose the representatives of opposing parties in the neighbouring state the representatives of the “ten” present at this session, as well as the international organizations concerned, in particular the United Nations, to assemble in Tashkent for holding negotiations.


Ladies and Gentlemen!


Let me express hope that the representatives of brotherly countries taking part at our meeting will come to share common views and lead their nations out on the big road of fruitful cooperation.


Friendship is a great force – says a popular saying. I am convinced that our Organisation will turn into a stronghold of a durable peace and genuine friendship. I wish everyone strong health, energy and good luck in the achievement of this high objective.


Thank you for your kind attention.

