Statement of H.E. Mr. Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It gives me great pleasure to extend our warmest congratulations to you as Chairman of the Second E.C.O. Summit. Our happiness at being here today is tinged with sadness at the absence of the late President of Turkey, Turgat Ozal. The late President Ozal’s deep commitment to regional cooperation was manifested in his leading role in the establishment of the E.C.O. Indeed, the most fitting tribute we can pay to his memory is to make this Summit an outstanding success.

Mr. Chairman,


May I take this opportunity on behalf of my delegation to extend a most cordial welcome to my colleagues from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, who are participating for the first time in the deliberations of the E.C.O. at Summit level. The enlargement of the E.C.O. has provided a new impetus to the promotion of cooperation and understanding among the countries in our region.


I am deeply grateful to the Government of Turkey and the people of Istanbul for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to my delegation and the excellent arrangements made for the Conference. I am particularly happy to participate in the E.C.O. Summit in Istanbul. Istanbul is a city imbued with history and culture, which has a special significance for Muslims everywhere.


The Secretary General of this Organization, Mr. Shamshad Ahmed and his colleagues have worked hard in preparing for this Summit. The dedication and devotion of the E.C.O. Secretariat has greatly facilitated the smooth progress of our work.

Mr. Chairman,


The expansion of E.C.O. has coincided with important qualitative changes in our region which will have far reaching significance.


The liberation of Afghanistan and the emergence of 6 sovereign states from the former Soviet Union who share common bonds with us provide for a basis of a new relationship which could be a catalyst for reshaping the economic life of our region. With an area of 7 million square kilometers and a population of 300 million, E.C.O. is the second largest economic grouping after the E.E.C. It has thus the potential to be a key regional economic grouping and it already has plans to establish multi faceted cooperation under its auspices. A good beginning has already been made with the development of road, rail and air links. In fact, Pakistan sees its own network of road links eventually linking up for trade with the E.C.O. countries, a linkage which will be important in Pakistan’s quest to enter the 21st century as a modern, progressive and forward-looking country. I have no doubt that the E.C.O. is likely to fulfill its potential as a dynamic and vibrant organisation whose people’s skills and considerable potential will help in improving the quality of life of the 300 million people who share a common future and a common destiny based on a better tomorrow.


Our purpose here today is to build on existing ties and to create institutions which will facilitate technical, commercial and cultural interaction between the member countries.

Mr. Chairman,


Since our first Summit Meeting in Tehran last year, seven new members have been formally admitted and have become equal partners in our endeavours. During the historic Quetta meeting in February this year of the First Council of Foreign Ministers of the enlarged E.C.O., we stressed that establishment of efficient communications links were pre-requisite for achieving the objectives of the E.C.O. To this end we resolved to mobilize resources on a priority basis so that all 10 states are linked by road, rail, air and through our sea ports.


We also decided to stimulate trade and recognized the substantial role of the private sector in the development of industry. We are happy that plans are underway to develop the region’s rich energy potential for our common benefit. The implementation of the agreed areas of cooperation will enhance the effectiveness of the E.C.O. 

Mr. Chairman,


The Istanbul long term prospective and the Quetta Plan of Action, chart the course for the development of regional cooperation in various areas. The Member States of the E.C.O. should provide the political direction for the realization of the goals set forth in these important documents.

Mr. Chairman, 


Economic development and regional economic cooperation can progress satisfactorily only in a climate of peace and security. It is, therefore, essential to address urgently the causes of tension and conflict in our region.


Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing cruel repression with no end in sight to the sufferings of its people. The Kashmiri people are being denied their fundamental right to self-determination through a policy of systematic and large scale violation of their human rights. The Kashmiri struggle for self-determination cannot be suppressed by killing Kashmiri men, women and children. The world community must not remain silent while India is engaged in massive atrocities in Kashmir. Humanitarian considerations demand that the international community should urge India to fulfill its commitments under the U.N. Security Council Resolutions and in the spirit of the Simla Agreement. Pakistan is prepared to hold a dialogue with India for a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir issue. This is essential for the maintenance of peace and security in South Asia.


We are saddened by the continuing strife and bloodshed in Tajikistan and Afghanistan. We are concerned that these conflicts are obstacles to peace and stability in our region. We call upon all groups to desist from the path of war and destruction, which is causing untold misery and suffering for our brethren in Tajikistan and Afghanistan. Pakistan hopes that conditions of peace and tranquility would be restored soon in these countries of our region.


We are appalled at the gross violations of human rights being committed against the people of Bosnia by Serbian forces. The international community must act expeditiously to end Serbian aggression. It is equally essential that the international community should safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina.
