Statement by H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev, 

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Mr. Chairman,


Esteemed Heads of States and Governments,


First of all let me express cordial gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Suleiman Demirel, President of the Turkish Republic for excellent conditions of work, warm reception and hospitality rendered to us here.


Kazakhstan gives great importance to this Forum where the Heads of ten states came to exchange views and discuss the issues of regional cooperation.


Taking into account the ECO countries potential that is strong enough we can count for that cooperation within the frame of this organization will have big prospects.


Istanbul Declaration and Quetta Plan of Action that we consider today outline for the participants the main landmarks of economic cooperation for many years in future. Documents of such scope require strategic vision of their importance and that is why the whole process of their discussion must take place within the wide context of our new mutual relations.


I would like to mark in the contours of our vision of forthcoming tasks. What attracts us in ECO and what we anticipate of it.


Firstly, this organisation’s being open to enter for any state impresses us much;


Secondly, economical character of this organisation that is contained both in name and content of all its founding documents;


And thirdly, Kazakhstan, by force of its geopolitical state, historical traditions, has natural aspiration towards close economic cooperation with its Asian neighbours.


I must mention that some experience of interstate mutual relations within CIS may bring certain profit to ECO. It is rather instructive for comprehension and in search of the ways of more efficient cooperation and development of economic relation. We, New Independent States, need especially thoroughly verify the balance of our interactions, more crucially regard to the choice of possible versions of external economic relations.


We really don’t have many of such versions. One of them is the arrangement of mutually beneficial relations between CIS and ECO in the interests of our peoples. ECO cooperation with Russia, Ukraine and states of Caucasus would have been economically beneficial for all. Ground for that we already have – our Central Asian States belong to both communities. Another version is for all of us to separate and live one by one, autonomously. For someone it may be acceptable, but this wouldn’t have been in our traditions because it is characteristic of the peoples of Asia to resolve complicated tasks conjointly, all together.


Very important question – how to build relations and how to develop fruitful interaction of ECO with the World Community.


In our opinion it is the problem of coordination of efforts on the transport and communication network in our countries. Experts today discuss different alternative viewpoints. 


Some consider that transport torrents and pipe-lines itineraries are desirable to be arranged according to formula “North-South”, i.e. from CIS countries through Iran to Persian Gulf. It is a very interesting and economically efficient scheme of development. 


Others guess that today it is more preferable to have an outlet of the Central Asian countries of CIS to the West according to the formula “East-West”, i.e. set the transport torrents through Caucasus and Turkey to Europe and towards Mediterranean Sea.


I don’t think it would be correct to choose versions according to ‘either..or” principle. Let’s live according to the principle “both..that..and..that” because any extremities contradict the interests of our peoples while our aspiration is to provide for their prosperity.


It is known that last year in Ashgabat we reached agreement on the necessity of speeding up the construction of the main trans-Asian railway and opening of the international highway that links our capitals. For realization of agreements on the formation of modern international transport network of railways and highways, air services and waterways it would be worth while to bring up the activity of ECO Technical Committee on Transport on the level of respective Ministers.


In this connection impending in October 1993 Conference of Transport Ministers could become a stage of coordination of the programmes of development of transport and communication systems and work out of the organizational forms of cooperation.


Second large group of issues is connected with designing and construction of gas and oil pipe-lines. I should stress that it is in our common interests to think out how can we all benefit through rational use of potential of all member countries.


The meeting of ECO countries experts on Energy held recently in Almaty demonstrated that a lot of attractive projects and options do exist. The specialists of relevant countries ought to begin, in the nearest future, and to work out a joint plan of action in this field till next meeting on the ministerial level of the ECO Energy Committee in September, 1993, in Tehran. 


For Kazakhstan and, it seems, for some other ECO Member States, it is rather important to establish expeditiously a modern telecommunications system, including between our countries, without which modern business nor integration of our economies into global economy are possible.


We are seriously keen to cooperate in industry and agriculture, for mutually supplementary nature of our economies creates rather big opportunities.


Cooperation within the ECO framework with the aim to liberalize trade and customs policies, to facilitate transit of commodities, no doubt, will resuscitate trade between our countries, and we do have goods to trade to each other.


We hope for fruitful cooperation within the ECO frame and other fields representing mutual interest – environment preservation, combat against crime and drug addiction, training of specialists, cultural exchanges and tourism.


As I already said on all these issues there are different points of view mainly of regional origin. It would have been mare correct to consider these problems from continental point of view rising over the whole Asian continent. Then we will find out that ECO should aspire to get provided by efficient outlets directed to all four parts of our great continent.


It is on the cross-roads of transport and communications streams along the North-South and East-West directions, the Central Asian Common Market will be formed and strengthen on, to formation of which, I guess, we will come sooner or later.


Kazakhstan has got no immediate outlet to any country of so called “Far Abroad”, but Iran. We are interested in this vector of our economic development. As it was mentioned there is a need of urgent resolve of the issue of commodities transportation by highways through Iran to Turkey as well as other countries.


It is also related to the utilization of Iranian ports on the south of Caspian Sea in the interests of the ECO countries. It is necessary to say that nowadays we have an intensive economic cooperation arranged with Turkey, while in relations of Kazakhstan and Pakistan we still have considerable resources to put in use yet. Our side is ready to develop trade and economic relations rather actively than earlier. I think, and this is quite natural, that along with traditionally existing cooperation in the northern direction of our economic interactions, Kazakhstan will develop relations in the southern and eastern directions.


With the purpose of raising ECO efficiency, it is important for every ECO member country to promptly determine its place in it and its concrete contribution. E.g., Kazakhstan with its sophisticated and modern Baiconur space launch base, could, obviously with the participation of the ECO countries, deal with the problems of satellite communications, and satellite launching. A number of other suggestions can be added to it, including the delivery of wheat, rare metals, some types of equipment, and so on. Every has something peculiar in itself, its own unique experience and potential, which altogether allows us to solve many complicated challenges. Exchange by proposals, joint discussion of them and taking discussion for the perspective – that could accelerate receiving the return from ECO and our cooperation.


For realization of projects of the Quetta Plan of Action, it is necessary to adjust the work of Regional Planning Committee. We are ready to participate in its work.


Now let me dwell up in the development of ECO relations with the world communities. 


We attach great importance to the setting up relations of ECO the leading international and regional organizations, financial institutions (UN, World Bank, Asian Bank of Development, etc). Every support will be given to the work of the Secretariat in this direction. It will not just raise the ECO status but gives an opportunity to attract the additional capabilities for setting complicated tasks of economic development.


In many countries of our continent there live large groups of Turkic-mouslem population. We should actively develop our relations with these states. Our openness to the whole world, lack of ethnic or any other barriers in developing the contacts is a very significant achievement, and we need to strive for complete realization of it. On the first place it concern the activisation of relations with China and Indies. They are our neighbours, and we have close and active cooperation with them.


I believe that if we manage to establish close interaction among the states on the basis of full confidence to each other then ECO may become an authoritative and influential regional organisation all over the Asian continent.


It is doubtless, that the development of trade and economic relationships must have a favourable impact on the situation in the region, establishing a solid basis for strengthening stability and security in Asia as a whole. In this connection I would like to underline that cooperation in the ECO framework we consider as one of the main directions for creation the structures of interactions and confidence-building measures in Asia. I believe that through joint efforts we could make our contribution to this very important and crucial task, which meets the interests of entire world community and of the Asian continent on the first place.


It is obvious that the international activities of our countries can not be limited to this framework of one organization and cooperative links of separate countries, as well as ECO with other regional and international organizations and first and foremost with UN, will be for the welfare of all of us.


Pursuing the goal of enhancing political stability, social and economic development of the region, its involvement in the world economic ties, joining the efforts to prevent ecological disaster, connected with the problem of the Aral and Caspian Seas menacing to become of a global character, the Republic of Kazakhstan considers to be advisable to set up UN Commission on Central Asia. If this proposal is supported by you, as well as the world community and UN, we are ready to provide all the necessary conditions in Almaty for their fruitful work for welfare and in the interests of our peoples.


For your information I wish to say that five states of our region have established an International Fund for saving the Aral Sea. We hope to have a support of this Fund from the side of the Heads of States and Governments who are present here today.


Thanks for your attention, I wish success to our meeting, peace and prosperity to the peoples of our countries
