STATEMENTS OF THE HEADS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Message of H.E. Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Secretary General of United Nations 

I send my warm congratulations to all the distinguished Heads of State and Government of the member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organisation, holding their second summit meeting in the historic city of Istanbul. I am particularly pleased that the Second Summit meeting, taking place as it does in the wake of the admission of the seven new members – Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan - - confirms the vitality of regional economic cooperation for the promotion of accelerated development and the importance of the Economic Cooperation Organisation in assisting its members to achieve that objective.


Regional economic cooperation has been gaining strength and momentum all over the world. I believe that this trend will continue as more and more of the regions emerge and consolidate their position as dynamic centers of growth. Tapping the vast potential of these vibrant poles of economic growth in an open trading environment is one of the most critical challenges of our time for the sustained long-term development of the global economy.


Among the members of the Economic Cooperation Organisation, the scope for cooperative endeavours is considerable. The rich resource endowments of the area – both natural and human – are well-known. Several of its members have been successful in achieving sustained levels of growth in recent years. The keenness of the new members to develop closer economic interactions with their neighbours should facilitate the further spread of the growth impulse among all of them – so long as the physical and economic infrastructures encompassing the region are able to provide effective support to this process. This support is indeed critical for fully harnessing the great development potential of the members of the Economic Cooperation Organisation. In this connection, I have noted with satisfaction the Quetta Plan of Action of ECO members which highlights the regional infrastructural needs.


The economic integration of the members of the Economic Cooperation Organisation, in particular new members, should be a matter of utmost priority for ensuring the sustained development of this vast region in an atmosphere of peace and cooperation. I believe this will also contribute positively to the consolidation of the statehood of the new members, strengthening their economic base as well as renewing their rich social, cultural and religious heritage. Most of all, this process of strengthened region economic cooperation will be a critical stabilizing factor in securing and safeguarding peace and progress both within the region and in the larger context. This will also be a positive contribution to global peace and development. It is pertinent to recall in this connection that the Charter of the United Nations places great importance on regional arrangements in the maintenance and promotion of international peace and security.


I have every confidence that the Second Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organisation will make a very significant contribution towards the achievement of those objectives. I wish you every success as you consider important issues for strengthened regional economic cooperation for development.
Statement of Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed, 

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations 

and Executive Secretary of the Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,


I am deeply gratified and honoured to have this opportunity to attend this historic Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO). Its enlarged membership has opened up new avenues for and given further impetus to the strengthening of regional cooperation.


Nine of the ten members of ECO also happen to be members of ESCAP, while the remaining one maintains observer status with the Commission. Only last year, six newly independent republics of the former Soviet Union, who are also members of ECO, joined ESCAP as its regional members. Their inclusion has expanded the geographical scope of the Commission, which now has a total of 43 regional members and 10 associate members covering an area extending from Azerbaijan in the West to French Polynesia in the East and from Mongolia in the North to Australia and New Zealand in the South. This vast area covers approximately 26% of the world’s landmass, with a total population of more than 3 billion people, or approximately 58% of the world’s total.


ESCAP has had extensive and fruitful cooperation in various fields with two of the founding members of ECO, namely the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan. A highpoint of this cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran was reached last year in June when it graciously hosted the first ever Meeting of Ministers of Industry and Technology convened by ESCAP. The most significant outcome of that ministerial meeting, the Tehran Declaration on the Strengthening of Regional Cooperation for Technology-led Industrialization in Asia and the Pacific, will guide all our action in this field during the coming years. Last May ESCAP organized a meeting of senior experts on remote sensing and geographic information systems which was generously hosted by the Government of Pakistan in Islamabad. This was, in fact, a preparatory meeting for the ESCAP Ministerial Meeting on Space Applications for Development for Asia and the Pacific region to be held next year in China. ESCAP is now preparing to hold soon another of its pioneering activities, namely, the Regional Symposium on Privatization in Karachi. Both activities are receiving support from the Asian Development Bank.


As for the third long-standing member of ESCAP which is also a member of ECO – Afghanistan – ESCAP remains poised to extend assistance and cooperation towards its reconstruction and development. Meanwhile, some experts and officials from Afghanistan have been taking advantage of the various training programmes organized by ESCAP.


As for its six new members – Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan – within weeks of their joining as regional members in July/August 1992, ESCAP organized a joint mission with the Asian Development Bank to assess their technical assistance requirements and to recommend follow up action. As a consequence of this joint mission, a number of follow up activities have already been undertaken by ESCAP. During last March and April, a team of 3 experts visited Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan to render advisory services and to develop a programme for industrial restructuring and technological upgrading. The team also focused on the development of small and medium enterprises, including the training of managers and entrepreneurs. In addition, a transport infrastructure project for the Central Asian region was prepared, which is expected to enlist the support of the Asian Development Bank for implementation. The six new members have been included in the special ESCAP project on Asian land transport infrastructure development which was endorsed by the Commission last year. This integrated project comprises activities relating to the Asian Highway, Trans Asian Railway and facilitation of land transport. ESCAP has recently obtained funds to undertake a study on developing land transport linkages among the 6 new members and their neighbouring countries. Meanwhile, the Secretariat is pursuing the necessary work on a land transport linkage map of the ECO region which we hope to publish later this year. An ESCAP advisory mission on a transport transit agreement visited Turkmenistan last November. Multimodal transport advisory missions are also being planned for all the 6 republics during the coming year.


In the mineral resources sector, ESCAP is also in a position to offer assistance for an early needs assessment of these republics and to prepare country-specific studies, to be published in the Atlas of Mineral Resources of the ESCAP Region Series.


The new members are all well endowed with human capital as well as natural resources. They have many prerequisites for economic development, but lack experience in dealing with the market economy. In addition, outdated or inappropriate technology often hinders their efforts. In view of their special situation, ESCAP has engaged a full-time specialist on macro-economic management and economic reform, whose primary responsibility is to remain constantly available to render assistance to the economies in transition. Last month, ESCAP held a national workshop on economic reforms in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Another such workshop will be held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, next month. Similar workshops can be held in the remaining 4 countries upon request. In this connection, we are keenly aware of the importance of activities relating to macro-economic policies and economic reforms. Previously, for these countries under central planning, no monetary policies had existed. For viable economic development of these countries, sound macro-economic policy decisions, including those for effective control of inflation, are perhaps as important as political stability.


You may kindly note that already some officials and experts from these countries have utilized training facilities offered by ESCAP in the symposia and workshops organized by it on various subjects. A primary objective of such workshops and training facilities offered by ESCAP and other international organizations, apart from their substantive content, is to expose decision-makers and mid-level managers to outside economists and specialists. This should benefit them to learn from the comparative experience of the more successful economies and thus to facilitate the spread of the growth impulse.


The dynamism displayed by the countries in East and South-East Asia as well as by China in recent years constitutes a very significant development in the global economy. Their sustained growth momentum has confirmed their position as an emerging growth pole. Simultaneously with their accelerated development, a truly remarkable growth in intra-regional trade and investment has taken place, which has also facilitated the transfer of technology among them. The member countries of ECO should enhance their interaction with the dynamically-growing countries of Asia.


In the task of strengthening regional economic cooperation for accelerated development of their member countries, ECO and ESCAP have much to offer to each other. As one of the longest serving intergovernmental organizations in the world, ESCAP is a repository of rich experiences and information. As a think-tank institution, its research and analytical capabilities have kept pace with time. In a region experiencing a constant process of transformation, ESCAP has also had to periodically restructure its orientation in response to the emerging development needs of its developing membership.


Last year, the Commission adopted a new structure in which regional economic cooperation was chosen as an area for special focus. The Commission also established a Steering Group on Regional Economic Cooperation to provide impetus to this process. At its recent 49th session held in Bangkok in April 1993, the Commission adopted the guidelines for the implementation of an Action Programme for Regional Economic Cooperation in Trade and Investment recommended by the Steering Group. An important priority indicated in the guidelines was the integration of the economies of its new members from Central Asia into the rest of the region. In its deliberations, the Commission also laid particular emphasis on the strengthening of cooperation with other intergovernmental sub-regional cooperation organizations including ECO.


I am, therefore, much pleased to reiterate the keenness of ESCAP to forge a relationship of strengthened cooperation between ECO and ESCAP. A welcome beginning has already been made in that process. In fact, this summit meeting will have an enduring significance for us, since ECO and ESCAP have just finalized a Memorandum of Understanding which would institutionalize cooperation between the two organizations in the future. These positive developments reflect the strong support and encouragement of the member countries and I wish to express my gratitude to all of you for that.

Excellencies, distinguished delegates,


The region representing the member countries of ECO was thrust, time and again by history, to great heights of accomplishment and glory. The developments in recent years, once again, have opened up prospects for jointly harnessing the great potential that this richly-endowed region possesses. We are, therefore, much enthused to note the constructive spirit that characterizes ECO’s deliberations. And we look forward with great expectation to participating in your endeavours to build a future of peace and prosperity for your region.

Statement by H.E. Dr. Hamid Algabid, 

Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Conference
Bismillahi Arrahmani Arrahim

Your Excellency Mr. Chairman,

Your Excellencies the Heads of State

And Government of the Member States of the

Economic Cooperation Organisation,

Honourable Delegates and Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Assalamu Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allahi wa Barakatuh


Allow me, first of all, to express my deep gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Turkey for having kindly invited me to attend this Second Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO) which is convening in this fine historical city of Istanbul.


I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to express my sincere and deferential congratulations to His Excellency, Mr. Suleyman Demirel, President of the Republic of Turkey, and to Her Excellency Prof. Dr. Tansu Ciller, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, for their recent accession to high office, and to assure them of the total readiness of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference to continue the cooperation it has always fostered with the Turkish Republic which occupies a prominent place in our organisation.


The convening of this important meeting in Istanbul reflects once more the commitment of the Government of the Republic of Turkey to contribute to the strengthening of intra-Islamic cooperation and to the development of relations among developing countries in general.


These are also the objectives pursued by the OIC in the actions it has undertaken since its inception to face up to the threats of the enemies of Islam.


As you know, Mr. Chairman, the Organisation of the Islamic Conference has today become one of the leading international institutions for it groups together more than 50 Member States and plays an increasingly important role not only in defending the political causes of the Muslim World but also in strengthening economic cooperation among the countries of the Islamic Ummah.


It is in this perspective that the Second Islamic Summit held in Lahore in 1972 laid the foundations of economic cooperation among the Member States of our Organisation in deciding, inter-alia, to establish the Islamic Development Bank. The ten-point Plan of Action to Strengthen Economic and Commercial Cooperation, adopted by the Third Islamic Summit in January 1981, constitute the basis of economic cooperation and gradual integration of the Member States of our Organisation.


To ensure effective implementation of the Plan of Action, the Summit Meeting of Heads of State decided to create a number of Standing Committees which cover various fields of activity, including the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC). This Committee, which is chaired by the President of the Republic of Turkey, is mandated to coordinate our Organisation’s action in the fields of economic cooperation, trade, agriculture, industry, transport and communications, energy, infrastructures and public works as well as technical cooperation. The results achieved to date are most encouraging.


In conformity with the mandate assigned to it by the Sixth Islamic Summit, COMCEC is currently focusing on the implementation of the Action Plan, taking due count of the great upheavals which have taken place in the world. The COMCEC priority objectives in the execution of this task remain the strengthening of intra-Islamic cooperation, the gradual integration of the Member States economies, and the establishment of an Islamic Common Market.


There exists, therefore, a convergence among the objectives of the Organisation of Islamic Conference and those of the Economic Cooperation Organisation. This fact led our Twenty-First Ministerial Conference to empower the Secretariat to establish contacts with the Economic Cooperation Organisation and negotiate a cooperative arrangement with it.


This decision faithfully reflects the commitment of our Organisation to encourage the formation of regional economic entities to make it possible for Muslims to better defend their interests in a world that continues to be governed by inequality in international relations, especially in the economic field.


It is for reason that we welcome the establishment and enlargement of the Economic Cooperation Organisation, which constitute a major gain for the Muslim world. We pay a sincere tribute to the Muslim countries of which it is composed. Their wise and historic initiative has come to enhance the confidence of all Muslim and prepare them for a role that is commensurate with their great and legitimate ambitions.


The profound changes which occurred all over the world request from the Muslim world a stronger unity and a more effective cooperation in order to enable the Muslim peoples to overcome the big challenges facing it in different parts of the world. I would like to underline here once again before this august Assembly the tragic faith the Bosnian people is facing. This situation remains a source of great concern for the entire Islamic Ummah.


In spite of the efforts exerted by its Organizations of Islamic Conference since its beginning of this tragedy, the international community and notably the Security Council failed to put an end to the genocide against the Muslim people of this country.


I launch a strong appeal to this august assembly in order to spare no effort to strengthen the actions taken by OIC in all direction to prove to our brothers and sisters in Bosnia-Herzegovina as the effective solidarity of the Islamic Ummah.


I would like, once more, to express to OIC’s total readiness to keep with your institution a wide-ranging and permanent cooperation. It is my hope that sustained contacts will be instituted between our two organizations with a view to pooling our material and human resources for the food of Islamic and Muslims.


I wish the Second Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organisation every success.


Wassalamu alaykum wa Rahmatu Allahi wa Barakatuh

Address by Dr. Ahmad Mohammed Ali, 

President of the Islamic Development Bank
BISMILLAHHIRREHMANNIRRAHEEM

Mr Chairman His Excellency the President of Republic of Turkey,

Excellencies, Heads of State and Governments

Honourable Ministers

Esteemed Members of Delegations,

Your Excellencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps,.

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Assalam-o-Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh,


On behalf of the Islamic Development Bank, it is indeed my great pleasure and honour to pay tribute and express sincere appreciation and profound gratitude to the Chairman of this meeting, His Excellency Mr. Suleyman Demirel, the President of the Republic of Turkey and to Her Excellency, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey and the former Governor of IDB for Turkey, for the kind sponsorship of this significant meeting. I would also like to express to the people and the Government of this great country our heartfelt thanks for the very cordial and warm welcome that they extended to all the participants. The hosting of this meeting is indeed a clear testimony to utmost importance that the leadership, the Government and the people of the Republic of Turkey attach to the promotion of economic cooperation among the member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organisation.


We are happy to meet in this historic city with the glorious heritage of Muslim Ummah. Indeed, it is a befitting background in which this important meeting is taking place. ECO is an organisation with whom we share the common objective and aspiration of bringing about improvement in the standard of living and economic well being of the member countries. IDB particularly welcomes the recent enlargement of the Economic Cooperation Organisation, with the inclusion of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. We would like to congratulate ECO for its excellent achievements so far. Particularly, we welcome its initiative and efforts in setting up the Trade and Development Bank with whom IDB would cooperate in all possible manner.


Following from the adoption of the Quetta Plan of Action, IDB has had the opportunity to welcoming the visit of His Excellency Mr. Shamshad Ahmad, the Secretary General of the ECO to the Headquarters of IDB in Jeddah. Based on discussions and understanding between the two organizations, IDB has already offered the services of experts to assist the ECO in the implementation of the Quetta Plan of Action. IDB has conveyed to the ECO that arrangements are being made for the inclusion of the ECO Secretariat in the OIC Information Network as a focal centre. In addition, the IDB has offered to finance or co-finance, in the preparation of feasibility studies and for holding of workshops, seminars and training courses for all ECO member countries. The IDB will support and enhance considering to the ECO Special Fund and will match the amount that has been pledged for the ECO Special Fund, for undertaking feasibility studies of projects in ECO member countries. IDB’s participation in the ECO activities and events has gone ahead even before adoption of a formalized Memorandum of Understanding between ECO and IDB. However, in this respect, it is my pleasure to report to this august meeting that IDB has finalized the draft of Memorandum of Understanding between ECO and IDB, and in fact it is ready for signature in Istanbul during this meeting. This draft Memorandum of Understanding has been most heartily welcomed and approved by the Board of Executive Directors of IDB. Thus formalizing the relationship between ECO and IDB would fulfill the purpose and objectives of enhancing and strengthening cooperation with international institutions, as enunciated in the IDB’s Articles of Agreement. In a spirit of cooperation towards ECO. IDB’s Board of Governors has welcomed most heartily the attendance of the delegations of the Newly Independent Republics of Central Asia to the IDB’s Annual Meeting.


Within the framework of IDB’s efforts to encourage trade cooperation, export promotion and enhance complementarities among the OIC member countries, IDB will arrange the first workshop on the Trade  Complementarities in cotton and textile industries among OIC member countries, to be held in Jakarta in November, 1993. To help benefit from this all the ECO member countries are being invited to attend this workshop in Jakarta. In respect of the member delegations from the newly independent Republics of the Central Asia, IDB would bear the expenses in respect of their travel and full board.


Similarly, to encourage trade cooperation and promotion amongst its member countries and in the Newly Independent Republics of Central Asia, IDB is planning to organize a joint trade mission to some of these Republics. This mission aims at bringing together trading firms, businessmen, Banks and Institutions from IDB member countries to meet with their counterparts in these sister Republics.


The IDB has valuable experience in the promotion of technical cooperation among its member countries. The Technical Cooperation Programme essentially provides for transfer and exchange of expertise and knowledge among the member countries. IDB’s Technical Assistance is geared for undertaken project preparation as well as for providing of experts. Both these facilities have been, as an exceptional case, extended to all the New Independent Republics of Central Asia, even before their joining the IDB membership.


Under its ordinary operations, IDB provides medium and long term development assistance through project financing and technical assistance. Projects are financed from the ordinary capital resources of the Bank through Shariah compatible modes including interest free loans equity participation, leasing, installment sale, and profit sharing. Total operations of IDB amounted to more than US$ 11.00 billion. To expand its financing operations and to participate more actively in the ever expanding development process of its member countries, the OIC Summit in Dakar approved the increase of IDB authorized capital, which has been increased from ID 2.0 billion to ID 6.0 billion. In addition to its own resources, the Bank has played a catalytic role in mobilizing additional resources from other bilateral and multilateral sources in favour of its member countries by way of co-financing in projects, which up to the end of 1992, amounted to US$ 17.5 billion. Given this experience and determination of the Islamic Development Bank, I am confident that it would be in a position to contribute to the promotion of the common objectives of the ECO and IDB towards achieving improvement in the standard of living in their common member countries. It is in the spirit of cooperation that IDB motivated by its ideals, extends its hand of friendship to the ECO. It is our fervent hope that the area of our common endeavour will continuously expand for the increasing benefit of our member countries. To conclude, Mr. Chairman, I pray to Almighty God to bless and guide our steps and to help achieve the objectives of the Meeting. May the aspirations of our Ummah for progress, prosperity and peace in an atmosphere of mutual understanding and cooperation for the welfare, security and improvement of all Mankind be fulfilled through collective and individual endeavour of our member countries. “And say: Work (righteousness) and God, His Apostle and the believers will observe your work”.


Wassalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barkatuh.

