Statement of H.E. Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani, President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan 
In the Name of God the Merciful and Compassionate


Excellency, President of the 
Republic of Turkey


Excellencies


Distinguished Delegates


It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the newly established Islamic State of Afghanistan to address the ECO Summit Meeting in the beautiful and historic city of Istanbul.


Mr. President,


We listened with great interest to the very substantive and illuminated statement of His Excellency Suleyman Demirel, President of the Republic of Turkey. We are certain that because of Turkey’s relative economic advancement and vast experience in the international arena and affair that His Excellency’s eloquent statement will greatly assist us in our discussions and peaceful deliberations at this historical meeting.


Likewise, availing myself of this opportunity, I proffer my sincere thanks for gracious and warm hospitality and excellent arrangements made for this Meeting.


Mr. President,


Before delivering my speech, I wish to offer my sincere felicitations to Your Excellency on your unanimous election as Chairman of this meeting which is being held in a period of rapid changes and opportunities. We have complete faith and belief that your able and sagacious guidance of this meeting will have beneficial and fruitful consequences for all members of the Economic Cooperation Organization.


It is certain that the eco-political position of the ECO which has now been augmented not only in respect to the number of its members but also from the point of view of its potential manpower and natural resources, will enable it to play it’s a role as an important dynamic organization in overall regional and international socio-economic and cultural expansion and development. For the realization of this lofty goal and objective, it is essential that at the outset we should endeavour to work out a comprehensive economic policy including special practical national policies with the view of the development of all members of our region oriented towards the coordination of the regional and socio-economic development on a global level.


Mr. President,


It is a fact that a common denominator has historically existed between our various members for centuries but at the same time it is also a truism that from the point of view of socio-economic development differences exist.


Therefore, it is essential that in formulation of strategic regional measures and policies the very special needs of the regional members not only in regard to the developmental and norms and parameters but also in respect to their geographical and geo-physical and other special and unique aspects should be given serious consideration. In this context, out of the ten member-nations, six countries (including the Islamic State of Afghanistan) are land-locked and their inherent limitation and handicap in this regard has been duly recognized in all the related regional and international fora such as UNCTAD, the General Assembly Resolutions, etc.


Therefore, in view of this fact and in recognition of the vital importance of access to the sea for these countries, the Islamic State of Afghanistan appreciates the related to the programmes and strategies in regards to the transportation and communication networks prepared by ECO. It should be pointed out however that the issue of appropriate port facilities for the aforementioned countries is also of utmost importance, the designation of a free-port for Afghan transit trade which would operate under Afghan management and jurisdiction is of especial interest to us. This issue had been under discussed with our Pakistani brothers more than 20 years ago. In view of the further development of brotherly relations and cooperation between our two fraternal nations the prospect establishing such a facility is very bright. We hope allotment of such a free port, specifically designated for Afghan transit trade which will not only be of great assistance of Afghan transit trade, but because of the Islamic State of Afghanistan’s focal position will prove of immense value to the overall regional transit trade as well. It should be pointed out that this proposal of the Islamic State of Afghanistan is in principle consistent with the recommendations and decisions of the recent meeting of Deputies in regards to the necessity of providing of the access to sea-ports for the land-locked countries.


Mr. Chairman, 


In relation to the economic and trade issues, it must be pointed out that the nearly one and a half decade war of the Muslim (Afghan) Mujaheedin against the communist neo-colonialists and oppressors and their internal accomplices in addition to the vast socio-economic infra-structural destruction and havoc, has resulted in extraordinary physical, human and material damage to the national economy. In spite of these regrettable and unfortunate realities the Islamic State of Afghanistan since its establishment and especially after achievement of relative stability and the new Cabinet has embarked on a comprehensive reconstructions and rehabilitation strategy. Especial attention has been paid to action-oriented infra structure projects including necessary structural adjustment in the economic industrial and social sectors together with a new orientation to the market based economy. Lately with the assistance of the International Monetary Fund measures towards an increase in national revenue, reduction in the level of inflation and a gradual balance of payments rectification or ameliorations has been undertaken.


Aside from that, the IMF, has initiated some necessary temporary financial assistance to Afghanistan for the purpose of facilitating its transformation from a centrally planned to a market based economy.


Mr. Chairman


In relation to the multi-national financial technical assistance one is often confronted with the issue of political stability being a preconditions to such assistance.


But one must not forget that stability has two aspects one being domestic and the another international.


Therefore, it is in this context that the Islamic State of Afghanistan not only looks forward to the fraternal and friendly assistance of the members of the ECO. It also eagerly seeks the necessary financial technical assistance and cooperation of the international community especially the specialized organizations of the United Nations in the solution of its numerous exceedingly complex and multi-faceted difficulties and problems which no nation can solve on its own.


On account of the undeniable inter-relation of ECO with the international organizations, the Afghan delegation commends and wishes to express its appreciation in regards to the formal registration of ECO at the UN. It also commends the steps taken by these ECO Secretariat in relation to attainment of observer status for the ECO in the UN General Assembly and is looking forward to an early implementation of this positive initiative. Likewise, it is essential that based on further consolidation of fraternal and mutual relations full utilization of the potential resources of the Islamic Institutions, especially the Islamic Development Bank, the OIC (to which almost all ECO states are also members), and the Arab Monetary Fund should be explored.


Mr. Chairman,


In regard to on the issue of the implementation and integration of the highway network, including railroad linkage and integration, Afghanistan’s geo-strategic location in the Asian heartland should be given due consideration. We are aware that numerous studies have been conducted by various institutions. Now we look forward to the earliest possible implementations of these plans and projects.


Mr. President,


It is to be noticed that the Council of Deputies in their recent meeting in Tehran were generally satisfied with the progress made in relation to the prohibition and control of narcotic drugs and it has been agreed upon to formulate a comprehensive plan in this regards to be presented at the next meeting of the Council.


In this respect, I would like to point out that the Islamic State of Afghanistan has constantly done and is doing all it can. I am happy to say that as far as possible, comprehensive and necessary measures have been adopted towards the prohibition and control of the production and export of opium. We have assured the concerned governments and international authorities of our whole-hearted cooperation concerning this issue. It should be emphasized, however, that the problem and responsibility of narcotics control on account of its multi-faceted dimensions and complexities cannot be frankly regulated by any one single country. It is this context that the developing nations in their fight against this dangerous social menace are in great and urgent need of the multinational assistance.


In view of this reality and the vital national and international importance of this problem to the Islamic State of Afghanistan, I personally participated in the first meeting of the High Council For Campaign Against Narcotics which was inaugurated a month ago in Kabul. The aims of the Council include seeking ways and means for the eradication and control of exports of narcotic drugs. I am pleased to state that necessary instructions have been given for the appointment of a Narcotic Committee to deal with this problem on a comprehensive and permanent basis. Having said this, my delegation is of the opinion that in order to successfully wage a comprehensive campaign against narcotic drugs and to more or less completely eradicate this increasingly dangerous menace, besides the usual appropriate measures, it is essential to come up with suitable proposals for substitute crops or financial compensation for loss of income related to the prohibition of poppy cultivation. Over twenty years ago a rather beneficial project was worked out in this context jointly by the related U.N. agencies and the concerned American officials. It had satisfactory results, and can serve as a model.

Mr. President,


The Afghan delegation appreciates the positive steps taken by the ECO Secretariat in regards to the revision, review and restructuring of the ECO Secretariat for the logical objective of a more equal and enhanced distribution of senior level posts in the Secretariat amongst all ECO members. But at the same time, in view of the ECO’s rather limited budget, it may be appropriate to once again reconsider the proposed revisions in the light of budgetary.

Mr. President,


It is to be noted that the current trends and events, and the economic and political realities of our time make it incumbent on us to react to these circumstances in a realistic manner and to deal with them with conscious national and regional determination.


There is no doubt that all the member states of the Economic Cooperation Organisation beer a very heavy burden because of their historical responsibilities towards their people in all respects especially so in the overall management of their economies.


Preoccupation with necessary internal matters and problems will regrettably detract them from focusing their full attention to regional economic cooperation. Likewise, it is a fact that a considerable number of the developing countries, including the ECO member nations, have to deal with the problem of adapting their present economic systems to that of the market economy. These problems as well as the inherent contradictions in principle between a free economy and economies merit attention as well.


But, Mr. President, we do believe and have full confidence that these relatively temporary and perhaps marginal problems are not of significance compared to the steadfast conviction and strong national and regional political will of the ECO member states, with the understanding that current realities require realistic conscious action, we are sure that the ECO with its recent increase both in numerical and potential terms especially in the context of the necessity of our overall comprehensive cooperation for the purpose of achieving the anticipated economic development objectives directed towards overall social well being, in these very sensitive juncture, will successfully surmount the various obstacles and difficulties.


Thus enabling the ECO with its vast socio-economic resources and potential to fulfill its historical regional and international role.


I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

