MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
AMONG THE RAILWAY ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN, KYRGYZ REPUBLIC, REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN, REPUBLIC OF TURKEY, TURKMENISTAN, REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN ON THE OPENING OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC ON ALMATY-TASHKENT-TURKMENABAD-TEHRAN-ISTANBUL ROUTE OF TRANS-ASIAN RAILWAY MAIN LINE
The Railway Administrations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkish Republic, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan, hereinafter referred to as Contracting Parties, bearing in mind the goals and objectives of the Treaty of Izmir (1996) and the relevant decisions of the 4th and 5th Meetings of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities, have agreed on the following:              
Article 1

1. To open international passenger traffic on Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran-Istanbul route of Trans-Asian railway main line starting from 7 March 2002 with the inclusion of coaches of Kyrgyz and Tajik Railways, taking into account that at the first stage the train will travel up to Tehran railway station and Uzbekistan railways shall ensure its transit through own territory.

2. Pending the accession of TCDD to OSZhD, the passenger train  No.19/20 (Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran) will be connected to the train on Tehran-Istanbul route which is under operation since March 2001 at Tehran railway station.
Article 2

1. The transportation of passengers, luggage and cargo/luggage shall be made on the basis of the following OSZhD documents: 
i)
Agreement on International Passenger Traffic (SMPS) and Special Instruction to it (SI to SMPS);
ii)
Contract on International Passenger Traffic (MPT);
iii)
Rules of use of wagons in international traffic (PPW);
iv)
Rules of payments in international passenger and cargo traffic;
v)
Border railway agreements concluded among the railways of neighboring countries.
2. Pendidng the accession of TCDD to OSZhD, the transportation of passengers, luggage and cargo/luggage between Tehran and Istanbul shall be made on the basis of CMO/COTIF and the provisions of bilateral agreement between Iranian and Turkish Railways. 
Article 3
1. "Trans-Asian Express" Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran international passenger train No.19/20 at the first stage shall include passenger coaches of the railways of  Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The passenger coaches shall have standard size of 1-BM (which is equal to standard size 0-T accepted by CIS) and maximum load per axle of 20 tons and be equipped with air conditioning and audio systems.


2. Each coach will be equipped with two sets of КВЗ-ЦНИИ-1 type bogies (by owners): one for 1520 mm gauge and one for 1435 mm gauge. Passenger cars will be equipped with КВЗ-ЦНИИ-1 type. Luggage wagon and restaurant wagon of 0-T standard size (1-BM) will be equipped with КВЗ-ЦНИИ-2 type bogies. RAI shall be responsible for operation and maintenance of the above bogies on its territory.

3.  In order to secure technical compatibility and safety, each set of bogies should bear serial numbers of coaches. RAI shall purchase these sets of 1435mm gauge bogies after six months of operation of this train.

4. The Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran international passenger train No.19/20 shall include a restaurant wagon of Kazakhstan Railways, in accordance with its sanitary norms.

 
5. To ensure proper operation of passenger coaches on the above routes, the railways-owners of passenger coaches shall secure that these coaches are in good condition and fully equipped with spare parts.

6. Each railway – owner of coaches will replace gradually the ordinary toilets by bio-toilets in accordance with international sanitary norms. The design of re-equipment of one of the toilets in accordance with sanitary norms of the Islamic Republic of Iran, accepted by the other ECO railways, shall be provided by Iranian side alongwith some set of equipment.

7. In case the composition of train is changed, the participating railway administrations shall inform each other by telegram or by fax. All correspondence to and from Iranian and Turkish Railways shall be in English.

8. Bogies of passenger wagons shall be changed from 1520 mm to 1435 mm and vice versa at Iranian Serakhs station after completion of the construction of necessary facilities and implementation of all organizational and technical measures required for this purpose. 
8.1. pending the implementation of the above para, the bogies of passenger wagons shall be changed from one gauge to another at the points designed for freight wagons, but with disembarkation of passengers on Turkmen and Iranian sides;
8.2. at the initial stage the replacement of bogies of passenger wagons from 1520 mm to 1435 mm and vice versa shall be made at Turkmen Serakhs station.
9. Considering climatic conditions of the region, it is necessary during the stop of train exceeding to ensure one hour proper air conditioning and lighting of passenger coaches at relevant stations, particularly at Turkmen Serakhs and Iranian Serakhs border stations (terminal). For this purpose the relevant railway authorities shall ensure the power supply of these coaches from external sources.
Article 4

The international passenger transportation in the initial period shall be made only between the following stations: Almaty-2-Mashad-Tehran; Bishkek-2-Mashad-Tehran; Dushanbe-1-Mashad-Tehran, Turkmenabad-Mashad-Tehran, Serakhs (Turkmen)-Mashad-Tehran. In future, Jambul, Shymkent, Leninabad, Mary, Tabriz, Ankara, Istanbul and other stations may be opened for international traffic upon their readiness.
Article 5
1. The Contracting Parties shall give priority to the implementation of the schedule of train on the above-mentioned route. The agreed schedule and the composition of train are placed at Annex-I.

2. When agreed by the Contracting Parties, amendments can be made in the schedule and composition of train towards the improvement of the quality.
Article 6

Each Contracting Party shall provide the tables of distances of international transportation and travelling cost of passengers as well as luggage and cargo luggage. Consolidated tables of distances of transportation and cost are placed at Annex-II.
Article 7 
1. Franc Suisse shall be the tariff currency and tariffs shall be calculated on the basis of the Table of payments for the carriage of passengers, cost of reserved seat tickets in sleeping coaches and carriage of luggage and cargo/lugggage, as provided by in the Chapter VI of MPT.

2. For Tehran-Istanbul route all above mentioned calculations shall be made at the first stage on the basis of bilateral agreement between Iranian and Turkish Railway Administrations.
Article 8
1. Contracting Parties (except TCDD) shall apply a common order of payments for the transportation of passengers, luggage, cargo-luggage, changing of boogies. The agreed order of payments for the transportation of passengers, luggage, cargo-luggage and changing of bogies is placed at Annex-III. 

2. When agreed by the Contracting Parties, alterations and amendments can be made in the current order of payments for the transportation of passengers, luggage, cargo-luggage and changing of boogies.

3. Such alterations and amendments shall enter into force not later than within 30 days from the date when the notification about agreed alterations and amendments is received.
Article 9
1. The Contracting Parties shall use a common format of traveling and transportation documents for international traffic to be drawn up both in English, Russian and national languages. Tentatively agreed format of traveling and transportation documents is placed at Annex-IV.
2. When agreed by the Contracting Parties, alterations and amendments can be made in the agreed format of traveling and transportation documents in order to facilitate automated data processing.
Article 10

1. The Contracting Parties shall establish common travelling terms and conditions of international train.The agreed terms and conditions are placed at Annex-V.
2. When agreed by the Contracting Parties, alterations and amendments can be made in the existing travelling terms and conditions of international train.

3. Such alterations and amendments shall enter into force not later than within 45 days from the date when the notification about agreed alterations and amendments is received.
Article 11
1. The Contracting Parties shall ensure the formation of train crews out of people speaking national language, Russian and English.
2. Upon the arrival of the train to the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the latter shall provide their own train chief for joint work on its territory.
3. While the train is standing at the station of the last destination, the crewmembers except those who are in charge of the guard of train, shall be accommodated in a hostel (hotel) to be provided on reciprocal basis.
Article 12

In order to reduce the train’s time en route and to ensure its competitiveness, the Contracting Parties shall take measures at governmental level to simplify passport and customs control in their border territories.
Article 13

The railway personnel of the Contracting Parties and ECO Secretariat officials shall use OSZhD service tickets for their official trips in this train.

Article 14

Insurance of passengers and members of train crew from the moment they enter the platform of passenger terminal of the station of departure, throughout the route and till the moment they leave the platform of passenger terminal of the station of destination shall be made on the basis of an agreement to be reached by insurance companies introduced by the contracting parties.
Article 15

1. In case of a fault that requires reparing with or without uncoupling of coaches, the payment for such services shall be made in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1, PPV and Mutual Payment Rules for International Passenger and Cargo Transportation.
2. In case of an accident of the train en route or during its stop at destination or interim point, the investigation of the accident shall be made by the competent authorities of the country where such accident has taken place, with the involvement of the neighbouring railway and the railways-owners of cars, if required.
Article 16
The inspection and control of international train on Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran route shall be made on the basis of OSZhD Instruction No.0-110.
Article 17

The Contracting Parties shall ensure on their own a large advertisement of this train among the population and tourist companies both at domestic and international scale.
Article 18

1. This MOU shall be drawn up in two original copies in English and Russian, both texts being of equal force. 

2. This MOU shall be open for joining by all interested railway administrations in and outside the ECO region.

3. The Annexes I-V shall be an integral part of this MOU.

This Memorsandum of Understanding has been signed on the 31st Day of October, 2001 in Baku (Azerbaijan).
Dr. Saeed Nejad,
Deputy Minister of Roads and Transportation, 
Chairman of the Board and 
Managing Director of Iranian Railways. 


___________________
For "Kazakhstan Temir Zholy" State Enterprise.

____________________







B. Baimukhanov
Mr. Isa Omurkulov, Head of Kyrgyz Railway.

___________________

For Tajik Railway.




​___________________







V. Sobkalov
For  Turkish Railway (TCDD).



___________________







Lotfi Uzbek
For "Turkmendemiryollary" Administration.

___________________







B. Beshimov
For  "Uzbekiston Temir Yollary" 
State Joint Stock Company.



___________________







R. Taktashev

