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CHARTER OF THE ECO EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE

PREAMBLE


The Countries, Members of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO);

 
Bearing in mind the indispensable role played by education, mental and physical training in bringing about economic and social progress as well as promoting a better understanding and cultivating stronger and deep rooted ties amongst the peoples;


Fully aware of the importance of intellectual activity, including the exchange of persons active in the field of education as well as the exchange of publications and other materials of information, in enhancing collaboration amongst peoples and nations;


Resolved to develop and to increase the means of communication among the peoples of the Region through education and training for promoting mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other;


Determined to broaden and enlarge the scope of cooperation among ECO countries in the field of education and training along the principles, aims and the spirit of the Treaty of Izmir;


In consequence thereof, have decided to create hereby ECO Educational Institute for the purpose of giving fresh  impulse to the realization of the objectives of the Treaty of Izmir as well as to the promotion of the common welfare of the peoples of the Region through ensuring a better education and training. 

ARTICLE – I

Name/Aims and Functions


The ECO Educational Institute hereinafter referred to as the ”Institute” shall function as an initiating, coordinating, financing and monitoring agency within the framework of ECO for the realization of the following activities: 

(a)      To promote programme development activities for educational institutions at all levels of education, to help reflect the regional values in these  programmes in the light of the contemporary principles of education, and to support all research projects in this field; 

(b)
To carry out researches in education and training experiences of the Countries of the Region for the purpose of shedding light on and strengthening of those values which bind the peoples of the Region together; 

(c) 
To promote teaching of the languages of the Region with a view to fostering a better understanding among the peoples of the Region; 

(d)  To promote widespread employment and exchange of contemporary educational technologies among the member countries and encourage researches and other works for facilitating the adoption by the educational institutions of the Member Countries of such technologies; 

(e) 
To promote cooperation among the educational institutions at all levels of education; 

(f)      To promote and coordinate educational and training exchange promammes such as visits of scholars, academicians, teachers and students; 

(g)     To organize joint programmes of in-service training for the teachers of the Region; 

(h) 
To organize meetings on educational issues and problems; 

(i)
To follow the recent developments in the field of education and to provide guidance to the Member Countries for the application of these developments, namely the new techniques; 

 (j)
To promote cooperation in teaching of History, Literature and Geography of the Member States for establishing closer ties among the peoples of the Region; 

(k)
To stimulate interest and public awareness among the peoples of the Region for the effective solution of the existing educational problems of the Region; 

(1)
To disseminate the news of the educational and training programmes devised and introduced for the people of the Region as well as the events such as conferences, seminars, congresses, etc. in the fields of education and training; 

(m)
To provide the students, teachers, academicians and other persons concerned of the Region with the most contemporary knowledge, education and training in all fields of social and natural sciences by employment of widespread education system by introduction of most contemporary training  programmes, and by organizing seminars, conferences, etc. with the ultimate aim of promoting closer ties among the peoples of the Region in these areas; 

(n)
To provide scholarships to the academicians, students, teachers, and other related staff in the fields of education and training by establishing a scholarship pool, the contributions to be made by the Member States and international institutions being the major sources for the fund to be raised for that purpose; 

(o)
To grant awards and prizes to eminent scholars in the fields of education and training in ECO region. 

ARTICLE – II

Legal Status


The institute, as an ECO Specialized Agency, shall possess juridical personality in the Territories of the Member States, in particular, full capacity; 


a) to contract. 


b) to acquire immovable and movable property,


c) to initiate legal proceeding. 

ARTICLE - II1
Organs

1. Board of Trustees 


The Institute shall have a Board of Trustees consisting of the following: 



a) 
The Ministers of Education or any other Minister responsible for educational affairs of the Member States, 


b)
 ECO Secretary General, 


c) 
President of the Institute. 


The Board of Trustees shall be the principal policy and decision- making body of the Institute. 


The Board of Trustees shall meet biennially by rotation in the National Territories of the Member States. 

2. President 


The President of the Institute shall be nominated from amongst eminent dignitaries of the Member States in the educational field and appointed by the ECO Council of Ministers on the proposal of the Board of Trustees, for a term of three years, by rotation, and in alphabetical order. 


The President of the Institute shall be responsible for carrying out the general policies and decisions of the Board of Trustees, the Academic Council, the Executive  Committee  and  for  taking  appropriate  measures  for implementation 

of the approved programmes of the Institute. The President shall serve also as the Head of the Academic Council and the Director of the Executive Committee. 

3. Academic Council 


The Academic Council shall be responsible for deciding, organizing, monitoring and evaluating the education and training projects and activities in accordance with the aims of the Institute. The Academic Council shall consist of persons in the field of education. Each Member State shall have one representative in the Council, appointed by the Minister of Education or the Minister responsible for educational affairs, for a term of three years. The Academic Council shall meet at least once a year with the presence of not less than 2/3 of the Members. 

4. Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee shall conduct and implement the decisions taken by the bodies of the Institute, shall report the implementation results to the relevant organs, shall prepare draft budget to be submitted to the Board of Trustees with the approval of the Academic Council and sha11 execute the administrative and the financial tasks of the Institute in accordance with the ECO regulations and the decisions of the relevant Councils. The Executive Committee shall consist of four full-time members, including the President, elected from the Members of the Academic Council for a term of three years, by rotation, and in alphabetical order. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once every six months with the presence of at least three Members. 


The scales of pay, allowances and conditions of service of the President and the members of the Executive Committee and of the other local staff’ to be employed at the Headquarters of the Institute shall be determined by the Board of Trustees and/or ECO Council of Ministers. 

ARTICLE – IV

Headquarters/Focal Points


The Institute shall have its Headquarters in Ankara. The Institute shall also have a Focal Point in each Member State which shall be established in accordance with the prevailing regulations of each Member State. The Focal Points shall function in close cooperation with the Headquarters and facilitate the implementation of the approved programmes. 

ARTICLE – V

Relations with ECO Organs


The Institute shall submit annual or periodical reports covering a review of the existing activities and future projects of the Institute for consideration and approval of the Member States through ECO Secretariat to the related ECO Councils. 


The Institute, according to the guidelines of the Board of Trustees, shall prepare long-term Programme of Action to be approved by the Council of Ministers. 

ARTICLE – Vl

Relations with Other Organizations

The Institute may establish co-operative relationship with other regional or international organizations, states and institutions. The nature and extent of such co-operation shall be determined by the ECO Council of Ministers by a unanimous vote. 

ARTICLE - V1l

Finance


The Institute shall have independent budget and funds for programmes and administration which shall consist of: 

a) Contributions made by the Member States, 

b) Donations and endowments,

 c) Other sources. 

ARTICLE - VIll
Commencement


The present Charter shall come into force after three of the Member States deposit the Instruments of Ratification or approval with the Government of the Republic of Turkey. 

ARTICLE - IX

Regulations


The Institute shall formulate its own Financial and Staff regulations as well as the Rules of Procedure which shall be approved by the ECO Council of Ministers within one year of its operation. 

ARTICLE – X

Amendments


Amendments to this Charter, proposed either by a Member State or by the President of the Institute shall require the approval of the Board of Trustees and the Council of Ministers.

PROVISIONAL ARTICLE


The first President shall be nominated from amongst the nationals of the Country hosting the Institute. 


Done at Almaty on this Ninth day of the May in the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety Eight, in one single copy in English which shall remain deposited with the Government of the Republic of Turkey, and fully certified copies shall be transmitted by that Government to all Signatory States within thirty days from today.

FOR THE islamic state of afghanistan:
------------------------------ 

FOR THE AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC :


---------
---------------------------

For the  islamic republic of iran:

------------------------------------

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN
:

------------------------------------

FOR THE  KYRGYZ REPUBLIC:



------------------------------------

for the islamic republic of pakistan:

------------------------------------

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN :


------------------------------------

FOR THE  REPUBLIC OF TURKEY:


------------------------------------

For turkmenistan:




------------------------------------

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN:


------------------------------------
 

