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The Statement of His Excellency Mr. M. Yahya Maroofi, the ECO Secretary General in the inaugural ceremony of the ECO/IRU Silk Road Truck Caravan

 (Tehran, September 22, 2010)
The Honorable First Vice President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

His Excellency Dr. Hamid Behbahani, the Honorable Minister of Road and Transportation of the Islamic Republic of the Iran

His Excellency Mr. Borghaei, the Honorable Vice Minister of the Foreign Affairs of the I.R. of Iran

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Esteemed Representatives of the International Road Transport Union (IRU) and other regional and International Organizations

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to participate in the inaugural ceremony of the ECO/IRU Silk Road Truck Caravan in the beautiful and historical city of Tehran.

At the outset, I would  like  to  extend  my  gratitude  to  His  Excellency  The Honorable First Vice President, and His Excellency Dr. Hamid Behbahani, the esteemed Minister of Road and Transportation of the Islamic Republic of Iran for gracing this Occasion. I would also like to thank the Ministry of Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  in  particular    His Excellency Mr. Borgheei, the honorable Vice Minister for organizing this ceremony in such a historical place. 
Today we meet another of our milestone the ECO/IRU Silk Road Caravan is starting its journey with the assistance of all member states. This is a historical moment towards regional integration among the ECO member countries. I am confident that with the assistance and support of the en-route member states, the caravan will achieve all its objectives and will mark a milestone in development of road transport in our region.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Trade routes and the movement of goods and services are crucial to the development and progress of all nations. Member States of ECO having common boundaries with China and India in the east, Russian federation in the North, European Union in the west and Middle East and Africa in the south and south west, links up vast regions in trade and economic relations and contributes to the economic integration of the whole world. 
Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Development of efficient transport and communication system is pivotal for economic integration. Progress on this front holds the promise of accelerated socio-economic development in the region. In view of the potential of cooperation in this area, it has always been high on our agenda. In this connection we are pursuing a range of measures for integration of national transport networks, harmonization of transport regulations and facilitation of transit operations to lower the transport costs, time/and help increase and diversify trade, both at regional and international levels. 

A number of projects are underway to lay down an efficient transport corridors. Our efforts have yielded positive and encouraging results. Beside regular operation of the ECO passenger train between Istanbul to Tehran and operation of ECO container train on Almaty Istanbul route, in August this year, we have started the regular run of ECO Container Train from Islamabad through Tehran to Istanbul. We are also planning to launch a similar initiative between Bandar Abbass and Almaty in near future. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our Caravan to be launched today is our first initiative in the road sector that will lead to smooth and better road transport flow in the region. The road transport is of immense potential and high importance in the ECO region. About 90% of goods in our region are being transported through the road transport. ECO’s priorities in this sector are to i) create an integrated road network through infrastructure development, ii) facilitate transit and border crossing formalities and procedures by effective implementation of international conventions and agreements in particular the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA), iii) establish a regional scheme on the motor vehicle third party liability insurance (white card), iv) create a common visa system for drivers and persons engaged in transit transport, v) removal of transport quotas and limitations through introduction of an ECO multilateral Permit system, vi) develop a regional customs transit system, and vi) to establish the ECO Logistic Providers Associations’ Federation (ECOLPAF).
The Silk Road Truck Caravan is a timely initiative towards realization of these objectives. With this ceremony, the Caravan composed of nine trucks starts its journey of eleven thousand three hundred kilometer from Tehran to Istanbul through seven ECO member states including Iran, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan and Turkey. It will reach to Istanbul on 29 October 2010. The whole journey will take about 37 days.

Excellencies,

Initiated by the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Caravan is being organized jointly by the ECO Secretariat, International Road Transport Union (IRU) and its member associations and other national road transport organizations of the member states. The objectives of the Caravan are to i) examine the implementation of the TTFA by the member states, ii) promote the role of road transport through ECO region, iii) collect en-route data such as waiting times, procedures, and charges as well as visa requirements in the ECO region; and iv) examine the existing infrastructure along the route of caravan. A joint ECO/IRU group of experts and a cameraman will accompany the caravan during its journey to observe and record the transport conditions along the route. The report of the expert team would be submitted to the ECO’s decision making bodies including the 8th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications to be held in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan in November 2010. 
From my point of view the most important aspect of this project is that the Caravan in real terms is a model of public–private partnership. ECO as governmental organization and a regional policy-making body together with IRU and its member associations and companies as private sector created a synergy leading to such a big project which heavily involves different stakeholders in the almost all member states.
I would like to reiterate that this Caravan is not the 1st ECO Truck Caravan. We have planed to repeat this experience on corridor based initiatives. Such initiatives would lead us to activate corridors in the region/connecting the major ports of the region to the hinterland. This plan aims at development of multimodal transport in the region as an efficient mechanism to particularly address the needs of seven landlocked member states.

Ladies and Gentlemen;

 In conclusion, I wish a safe journey and all success for our Caravan and its accompanying team and crew. I also would like to appreciate member states for their support and contribution to this important initiative. 
I once again extend my gratitude to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its concerned ministries and institutions for excellent arrangements for the Caravan and traditional hospitality extended to the team and crew as well as participants in this nice ceremony.
Thank You.
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