Annex-III
Statement by H.E. Mr. M. Yahya Maroofi, the ECO Secretary-General

At The 1st Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BoT) of the ECO Science Foundation
(Dec 20, 2011-Islamabad)

Your Excellency Mir Changez Khan Jamali, Minister for Science & Technology,  
Mr. Akhlaq Ahmad Tarar, Secretary for Science &Technology 
Dr. Manzoor H. Soomro, Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates;
 Let me begin my remarks by expressing very warm welcome to the honourable delegates to the inaugural meeting of the Board of Trustees of the ECO Science Foundation here in Islamabad.  Before I proceed, allow me to convey also my earnest gratitude to the host authorities for the overwhelming hospitality- which indeed is a time-honoured tradition of our Pakistani brethren-afforded to us as well as for making impeccable arrangements for the Meeting.  
This long-awaited Meeting marks an occasion of extraordinary significance and rejoice for the Organization as it heralds beginning of a new chapter of practical cooperation among the Member States.   Approximately 17 years ago, in 1995, here in Islamabad, the political leadership of our region had envisioned to establish a specialized agency for the promotion of science & technology in the region. Today we have gathered here to witness fruitful culmination of our unremitting efforts to realize that dream. 
On this auspicious occasion, I deem it my responsibility to register my heartfelt felicitations to the Member States especially those who are present here today for the enduring support they have extended to the project.  My special thanks are also in order for the Government of Pakistan particularly the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as the Ministry of Science & Technology and the Ad-hoc Secretariat of the Foundation for their relentless efforts.  

Distinguished Delegates

Cooperation in the field of Science & Technology among the ECO membership holds, for obvious reasons, a critical importance for realization of Organization’s ideals as envisaged in the Treaty of Izmir. It is needed to accelerate socioeconomic development, give boost to our efforts aimed at improving living conditions of the people of the region, lead us to industrial modernization and trade competitiveness and realize much-needed technological advancements and breakthroughs. 

In the past also, our region has undeniably enjoyed a position of eminence due to its notable contributions to scientific advancements.  For centuries, the ECO region had been the epicentre of great scientific achievements. The region still possesses vast potential in terms of both human and material resources to regain the lead role. In order to harness this potential, it is imperative on our part to pool our expertise and experiences, promote knowledge-sharing, encourage technology-transfer and embark upon joint research projects of mutual benefit to the region. We must draw on our achievements of the past to build a strong legacy of scientific and technological accomplishments for the generations to come.  The glowing history of our region must inspire us to regain the status of eminence, in research and innovations, we once enjoyed. Towards that end, the ECO Science Foundation presents us a fitting forum to advance our common interests and pursue our aspirations. I am confident that this Foundation would strengthen the existing framework of regional integration of ECO and would also contribute to realizing its goals across the wide spectrum of fields which include trade, transport, energy, food security, environment and industry.

Distinguished Delegates

 With the establishment of ECO Science Foundation, we have reached an important milestone in the history of our Organization. Now in the months and years to come, our collective efforts must be geared to make it a vibrant, productive and successful specialized agency.  Towards tat end, on its part, the Foundation must strive to promote highest standards of scientific and technological excellence for the benefit of the region and beyond. One of its foremost priorities would be to conduct a regional survey of challenges in technology and identify areas of technology-transfer. At the same time, the Foundation must give special focus to establishing lasting linkages among the scientific communities and institutions of the region, promoting culture of and encouraging investments in research and development, and providing congenial environment to the scholars, researchers and scientists.  In the short-term, it would be required to focus particularly on working out a comprehensive long-term Programme of Action, in consultation with the scientific institutions of the Member States as well as relevant specialized agencies of the United Nations such as UNESCO to identify priority areas as well as joint projects. 

Excellencies
We must commit our unswerving support to the Foundation as well as its goals as identified in its Charter.  We must dispense every effort to make it a success story.  In order for our efforts to yield desired results, it is imperative to strengthen and harmonize our national policies aligning national priorities with regional goals. On this front too, the Foundation would be expected to play a proactive role.   

Moreover, in addition to the political support, it is essential that the Member States place sufficient financial resources at the disposal of the Foundation through mandatory as well as voluntary contributions. In this regard, it is heartening to recall that Pakistan and Iran have already pledged to make contributions to the Science & Technology Fund of the Foundation. I would request the remaining Member States to make generous contributions to the Fund which shall be utilized by the Foundation to undertake joint projects for realization of its aims and objectives.  

Distinguished Delegates

I am confident that the first President of the Foundation would discharge his great responsibilities to the expectations of the Member States and strengthen the Foundation’s role as a coordinating, funding and monitoring agency for promotion of scientific and technological cooperation in the region. As the Secretary-General of ECO, I assure him of my personal support and assistance.

Distinguished Delegates

In conclusion, I must congratulate the senior officials for the dedication and hard work with which they have successfully wrapped up vital issues during their deliberations yesterday. I am certain that the spirit of cooperation which has inspired us to this moment would grow in the years to come and would strengthen the Foundation to carry out its responsibilities in a professional and efficient manner. 
Let me once again express my sincere thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic Pakistan for their keen interest, consistent support and commendable contributions to convene today’s meeting. I congratulate Pakistan for hosting Headquarters of the ECOSF. Finally, I would thank the Heads of Delegations/Representatives of the Member States for their participation in this historic event. 
Wish you constructive deliberations and a pleasant stay in Islamabad. 
Thank You.
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