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Your Excellency, the Chairman of the Preparatory Session

Your Excellency Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Distinguished delegates from the Central Asian Countries
Heads of the OIC Specialized Agencies,
Ladies  & Gentlemen

It is a matter of great pleasure for me to participate in the Preparatory Session of the High level Meeting on OIC Special Programme for Central Asia for which I am thankful to H.E. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu for his warm invitation to ECO. I take this opportunity to express my felicitations to H.E. Mr.____________, on his election as Chairman of this auspicious session. I am confident that under his stewardship, the deliberations would lead us to fruitful conclusions on issues before this Session and help achieve its noble objectives.  
Mr. Chairman
ECO’s presence in today’s session testifies to our very special relationship with OIC for realization of our common interests in the region. Since signing of MoU between OIC and ECO in 1994, cooperation between the two Secretariats has grown into a strategic relationship underpinned by commonality of interest and convergence of objectives to achieve sustainable socioeconomic development in the region.
This meeting holds a special significance as it would deliberate and finalize the draft OIC Plan of Action for our common member states in the Central Asia. Therefore it is as important for ECO as it is for the OIC. It indeed marks an important step forward in intensifying our joint efforts to enhance cooperation for our common membership in the Central Asia. I am certain that ECO’s presence here today would further deepen our strategic partnership with OIC to coordinate our mutual efforts to better serve our membership.  Before proceeding further, I must congratulate the General Secretariat of the OIC for having developed a comprehensive draft Plan of Action identifying key objectives to strengthen cooperation with the central Asian counties.

Excellencies

My delegation would share its specific recommendations on the draft OIC Plan of Action   during the deliberations. However at this point I would like to briefly share our suggestions in key areas.
Promotion of Trade & Investment in the ECO region is at the core of ECO’s strategy to achieve socioeconomic development in the region. We believe that expansion of intra as well as inter-regional trade would usher the region into an era of sustainable economic growth. To achieve this goal, we have taken several initiatives including Agreements in fields of Trade, visa facilitation, customs cooperation and promotion of investment. ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) would inter alia increase market access of ECO member states including its central Asian Republics. ECO-OIC cooperation can successfully lead towards a more effective economic integration of ECO Member States as well as integration of the ECO region with other OIC economies.   Considering wide scope for cooperation, ECO and OIC may jointly develop a comprehensive programme for promotion of trade among the regional and Islamic countries. To begin with, we may consider possibilities of cooperation in identified fields which include:-

· ECO and OIC may design joint activities for assistance and support for the accession of ECO Member States especially its central Asian member states to WTO.

· Initiating an OIC/ECO Technical Assistance and Capacity Building Programme to strengthen organizations responsible for promotion of trade and investment of the Member States and sharing of experience among the Islamic countries in the fields of banking, customs and taxation, trade and investment promotion and private sector cooperation. 

· An exclusive project may be designed to strengthen the institutional infrastructure to meet the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary measures for ECO region with particular focus on Central Asian member states.

· Joint activities for private sector to facilitate greater exchange of information, participation in Fairs/delegation programmes, setting up joint ventures, establishing networking and increased commercial activities. 

·  Programmes to support women entrepreneurship development, establishment of sector specific Associations at regional level and market assistance to potential exporters.

Excellencies

Seven out of ten ECO Member States, including all the Central Asian countries are landlocked. They suffer from high transport costs in international trade as a result of these geographical constraints, and this circumstance puts them in a disadvantageous position for economic and social development. To address these challenges, the ECO is promoting comprehensive approaches to develop viable transit corridors, enhance regional integration, expedite regulatory reforms, and implement country-specific supportive mechanisms, including addressing its special needs in the field of transit transport. 

The ECO is pursuing a range of programmes and projects in the field of transit transport, with direct positive impacts on the landlocked Central Asian member states. A project has been prepared by the Secretariat to study the special needs of these Central Asian member states to the port facilities of our transit member states, including Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. 

We are extending the ECO train network as a way to enhance the competitiveness of the member states, notably the Central Asian Landlocked countries. A new regular freight service is being developed on Almaty-Bander Abbas route. A train freight service is being streamlined by the ECO on Istanbul-Tehran-Almaty Route, with potential connection with China. 
In August 2010 we commenced the regular operation of the ECO Container Train Service on Islamabad-Tehran-Almaty Route. This important project enables the cargo shipped from Islamabad to Istanbul or vice versa just in about 11 days. 

In September-October 2010, the ECO implemented a historical project for promotion of transit transport by road. The ECO/IRU Silk Road Truck Caravan 2010 made an 11,500 km journey across Pakistan-Iran-Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Turkmenistan-Azerbaijan-Iran-Azerbaijan (Nakhchivan)-Turkey. This project demonstrated the huge potential to enhance transit between CIS countries and the eastern gates of Europe. The ECO is organizing the next phase of this project in 2011. 
The railway line on Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran Route is currently being constructed by the enroute countries, with the coordination of the ECO. The project is expected to complete by the end of 2011. 

Excellecnies

Agriculture is an important  area of  ECO’s activities. The ECO region enjoys a wide range of agro-ecological zones favorable for crop and livestock diversification. Agriculture provides employment for over 40 percent of economically active population of the region and takes about 17.9 percent share in total GDP of ECO countries. The Regional Program for Food Security (RPFS), prepared by FAO and ECO in 2005 with a total budget of US$64.8 million is based on a strategic framework for sustainable agricultural development and food security in the region. ECO Secretariat’s efforts is establishing an institutional basis for long term cooperation with Member Countries, International Organizations and Financial Institutions to enhance implementation of regional/national projects under ECO Regional Program for Food Security (ECO-RPFS) to achieve sustainable agricultural development in the region. 

The cooperation among both organizations could further be developed on the subjects like food security, seed exchange, breeding of high yielding varieties with respect to plant sorts and animal stocks and on the training topics like workshops/events on enhancing Seed Exchange and Trade in the regions and international seed markets. With the assistance of IDB, a number of pilot projects could be initiated in ECO region with special focus on Central Asian member states. In the sector of Agro-industrial development, we may consider the possibility of establishing an aid fund to identify most needed areas of foreign direct investments in each of concerned countries and through this fund we may try to find some investors in OIC region for the projects like animal breeding, dairy farms, poultry husbandry, beekeeping, leather trade, fishery and the like to increase the export capacity of relevant countries.

 Mr. Chairman
In the health sector, there is a great potential to expand cooperation among the Member States.  Therefore, in addition to Polio eradication, Combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and TB (Tuberculosis) may also be incorporated in the draft Plan of Action. 

As regards Poverty Alleviation, the activities of ECO Secretariat in different areas directly or indirectly affect the economic and social development in the Member Countries which eventually contribute to poverty alleviation in its Member States.  We welcome any initiative for joint programmes and projects with OIC in this regard.  

Excellencies 

The draft OIC Plan of Action also identifies cooperation in the fields of Culture, Science, Research and Technology. ECO would like also to work closely with OIC in fostering cooperation in these important areas. ECO Cultural Institute-cultural arm of ECO will be a valuable partner in organizing various cultural activities including Festival of Art and Culture as mentioned in the draft Plan of Action. 
I would like also to share that in order to enhance cooperation in the field of Science & Technology, soon ECO Science Foundation would be functional with its headquarter in Islamabad. The aim of the Foundation is to build up a reservoir of highly skilled scientific and technical manpower and strengthen the scientific and research institutions in the member states.  The Foundation can play an important role in the proposed Networking as envisioned in the draft OIC Plan of Action and bring the scientific communities of the Member States including central Asian Republics closer to each other to benefit from each others' expertise, experiences and facilities leading to collaborative Research &Development projects.
Mr. Chairman

ECO gives special importance to its fraternal relations with the OIC. We are desirous of deepening and expanding this mutually beneficial relationship in the years to better serve the interests of our common member states. Our partnership can accelerate our pace to realize socioeconomic development and achieve prosperity in the region. Towards that end, we welcome any opportunity to collaborate with OIC and its specialized bodies and subsidiary organs in efficient pursuit of our converging objectives. ECO along with its specialized agencies and regional institutions will lend its full support to OIC in efficient implementation of the draft Plan of Action under consideration.  
In the end, I would once again congratulate the esteemed member states from Central Asia and the OIC General Secretariat for their initiative and joint efforts to plan this Preparatory Session to be followed by Ministerial level segment on the occasion of 38th Session of OIC Council of Foreign Ministers Meeting in June, 2011 in Astana. 
I wish fruitful deliberations to the distinguished participants. 

Thank you.
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