Message by Mr. Mohammed Y. Maroofi, 

Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization
to 2010 OSCE Astana Summit of Heads of States/Governments 

Another milestone has been achieved by Kazakhstan in its regional activities by having 56 member states of the Organization for Security and Cooperation gathered in Astana. Historical value of this Summit Meeting is that it comes first since year 1999. The critical importance of the Astana Summit for the OSCE lies in acknowledging the progress that has been achieved by the Organization over 11 years period. 

The impact of the Astana Meeting for the Eurasian space has been felt in all corners of this vast region. As the country chairing OSCE in 2010, Kazakhstan has made significant contribution to the process of strengthening cooperation between regional organizations such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), Asian Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and others. Views, ideas and experiences on prime matters of the OSCE agenda, especially on economic-environmental dimension, have been fully shared and discussed within frameworks of these regional organizations. Regular interaction initiated by Kazakhstan on security issues with particular focus on the combat against drug trafficking, has received fresh impetus whilst backed up by Kazakhstan’s practical initiatives. Because all these issues are common and understandable for ECO, the organization looks forward to continued effective cooperation with OSCE. 

If supported by OSCE in 2010, ECO would be eager to establish regular interaction with OSCE, especially on economic-environmental dimension and on Afghanistan. In this regard, Europe-China transport corridor could turn out one of workable projects. On Afghanistan, there is an open window of potential cooperation between OSCE and ECO which is through ECO Special Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan and the EU-funded Project on Fight against Drug Trafficking to/from Afghanistan. Moreover, ECO is establishing its ECOPOL with the aim to streamline control over drug trafficking flows in the region. Kazakhstan, as Host Country for CICA, active member of SCO, and Chair in OSCE is welcome to propose cooperation frameworks in above areas, and ECO will consider these expeditiously. 
Another important factor facilitating cooperation between ECO and OSCE is that both organizations are part of the high level Core Group on Afghanistan which was established on the sidelines of the Kabul Conference in July 2010 at the meeting of the Regional Bodies. In line with the objectives of the Core Group laid down in the outcome document of the Regional Bodies Meeting, relevant regional organizations including OSCE and ECO, along with others, will work closely to coordinate Afghan-related components of their programmes and activities in Afghanistan. 

We hope that the forum outcomes would provide meaningful and solid foundation for establishing a secure architecture based on regional security and economic cooperation. To assist Kazakhstan in its regional efforts in professing tolerance and harmony among nations, ECO foresees that such notions, given their relevance for the ECO region, could further be amplified in their potential outreach through various regional institutions of the ECO, including on culture.           

Against this background, ECO is ready to provide necessary support to OSCE to collectively counter challenges relating to enhancement of economic cooperation regionally as well as inter-regionally. ECO is already in close interaction with such regional security organizations as SCO and CICA.  
With Kazakhstan’s impressive ability to earn OSCE members’ support for potential partnership between ECO and OSCE through the economic dimension, ECO is prepared to add greater value to the regional development which will be backed up by firm economic security. 
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