Annexure I

Statement by H.E. Mr. Mohammed Yahya Maroofi,

ECO Secretary General at the Meeting of the Regional Bodies
(July 19, 2010, Kabul)

H.E. Mr. Eklil Hakimi, the Deputy Minister Foreign Minister of Afghanistan
Distinguished Heads of the Regional and International organizations, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,


As a Secretary General of ECO, an organization established for the purpose of promoting economic, political and technical progress of its region of which Afghanistan is an important member, I am pleased to be present here today together with the Heads of the regional organizations and international institutions committed to surmounting major obstacles in the daunting task of Afghanistan’s reconstruction and development and assist in discussion on  how to coordinate our activities and maximize utilization of resources. 
Mr. Chairman
 The Economic Cooperation Organization takes pride in having Afghanistan as one of its active member state. From ECO’s perspective, the country with its diverse potential has an important role to play in fostering regional cooperation.  We are also mindful of our share of challenges in this regard. These challenges remind us of the special efforts which need to be put in Afghanistan. We are pleased that the Afghan Government recognizes the crucial role in developing an effective institutional framework which can effectively coordinate the efforts of regional/international organizations on activities within Afghanistan. 
Dear Colleagues

I would now present a brief overview of ECO’s activities in main areas of cooperation with special focus on Afghanistan. 
ECO region has tremendous prospects for enhanced intra-regional trade as well as increased share in global trade. Areas of trade and investment are being accorded highest priority in the region. Growth in intra-regional trade is essential for achieving socioeconomic development in the region.   The ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA)-flagship agreement to boost intra-regional trade would be implemented soon.  This indeed is a step towards establishing ECO Free Trade Area by 2015.   A sharper focus is being placed on cooperation in finance and economy, trade and investment promotion, Specialized Industrial Zones/ Free Trade Zones and industrial cluster development.  We have commitment at the highest political levels for a more coordinated and concerted effort to gather greater momentum in trade cooperation. 
An exclusive plan has been prepared by ECO focusing on the ECO smaller economies namely, Afghanistan, Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan.   ECO has covered good progress in having identified specific needs of its smaller economy Member States. ECO in collaboration with UNIDO is also actively engaged in strengthening trade capacity through developing quality and standardization infrastructure in Afghanistan.  
Excellencies 

Transport & Communications have a pivotal role to play in creating favorable environment to fully realize the vast potential of the region. Like any other landlocked country, Afghanistan cannot develop without access to regional and international markets.  We at the ECO are making every effort to assist Afghanistan in reviving its historical role as the heart of several important transit corridors. Several initiatives have been adopted for this purpose.  Efforts are afoot to help Afghanistan realize its potential as a land-bridge between different regions.  
Some of these projects which are included in our agenda are those connecting Afghanistan to the neighboring countries. Herat-Mazari Sharif, Shirkhan Bandar-Mazari-sharif, Mazari-Sharif-Herat-Sangan (Iran) and Spinboldak-Chaman railway projects will not only turn Afghanistan to a transit Hub between Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Iran and Pakistan but would also enable Afghanistan to have easy access to the railway network of the Euro Asia land mass. 

Excellencies

ECO’s ambitious proposal for railway connection between Herat in Afghanistan and Kashghar in China through Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan is on top of our agenda for realization of which we need assistance of all regional and international organizations. A Senior Officials Meeting of the en-route Member States plus China has already been set up by ECO Secretariat to assure effective follow up to this project.  I am happy that the ADB has already completed the feasibility study of the segments of this project in Afghanistan. The feasibility study of the segment in Tajikistan has already been funded by the donor partners of ECO and will shortly be accomplished. We are also working on fund raising for the segment in Kyrgyzstan. A ministerial meeting will shortly be held in Dushanbe-Tajikistan to finalize feasibility study of the whole route and initiate negotiations among the en-route countries on financial issues and construction works.

In the road sector, we have specific plans for Afghanistan. The ECO would launch Silk Road Truck Caravan in close cooperation with the International Road Transport Union (IRU). It would start in August 2010 from Pakistan, and end up in Turkey passing through Iran, Afghanistan and the Central Asia countries. The project would prove the potentials of Afghanistan as a land bridge between East and the West.

As another attempt to facilitate Afghanistan's integration into the international transit transport by road, the ECO is promoting the implementation of TIR Convention in Afghanistan. In this connection, we held a National Capacity Building Workshop in Kabul in June 2010 with the assistance of the IRU. Based on the discussion during the workshop, Afghanistan and IRU have decided on a joint action plan for issuance of TIR Carnets in the year 2010. 

Mr. Chairman
Food security is given top priority in ECO’s endeavors for Afghanistan. ECO is working closely with FAO and ICARDA in developing various projects for Afghanistan in the agriculture sector.  Animal husbandry, dried fruits and nuts, handicrafts and cultivation of high value crops and medicinal plants are promising areas for enhancing house-hold level food security and rural income in Afghanistan. Afghanistan had traditionally a great potential in the export of dried fruits and nuts. These fruits and nuts also provide a high level of profitability that can really compete with opium cultivation. But huge investments and political /economic stability are needed to realize that potential. 

Distinguished Delegates
Dealing with the issue of security and its aspects such as Terrorism, Human- trafficking, Illegal immigration, Transnational Organized Crimes, Drugs smuggling, Money laundering are considered the most challenging issues for the international community, alongside other key issues like trade and economy etc.  ECO is unfortunately the most drug affected region of the world.  This area demands special attention in Afghanistan. As a part of ECO’s activities related to campaign against drugs, terrorism and Organized Crime, efforts are being made in cooperation with regional/international organizations to strengthen our capacity to address these challenges.  

Excellencies

   ECO accords priority to developing partnerships with other regional/international organization and relevant non-ECO states to realize its goals and objectives. The Treaty of Izmir-founding document of ECO, guides us in the sphere of external relations.  ECO enjoys observer status with the UN, WTO, OIC and IDB. In addition to this we have signed MoUs with a number of important regional/international organizations to promote cooperation in areas of mutual interest. Among others, UNIDO, FAO, UNDP, ICARDA, UNESCAP, ADB, UNCTAD, UNODC and European Union are ECO's partners in important areas.  With an objective to further strengthen external relations, the ECO has recently adopted a “Comprehensive Plan of Action” which outlines a number of guidelines to broaden the scope of our External Relations.

We are determined to develop long term partnerships to fully capitalize on the vast potential of our region. Backed by the regional and international communities, ECO Member States are closely engaged in fostering regional integration through enhancing cooperation in such areas as trade & investment, transport, energy, agriculture, drugs control etc. ECO finds vast scope for joint initiatives with other regional/international organizations in sharing its experiences for a coordinated regional programme for the Member States. 

Excellencies
The deliberations today would help us evolve an approach to better coordinate our efforts for realizing our common goals and objectives in Afghanistan. In this regard, we welcome the idea of establishing a Core Group of relevant regional/international organization. The structure and institutional framework of such a core group will of course need to be studied in the course of our deliberations today. At this point I would like to share my comments on Option 2 as proposed by the Afghanistan:
ECO would subscribe to Option 2 for the reasons which inter alia include the following: i) it provides a mechanism already built-in in the form of RECCA Secretariat which will be in a position to coordinate monitoring and evaluation activities of the Core Group, ii) it would be helpful as it would be Afghan focused and issues will be dealt by the relevant Afghan officials well aware of the needs and requirements of the country, iii) it  does not entail creation of new mechanism and thus it would be cost effective, iv) Role of the Core Group under this option would be advisory in nature, v) Core Group would consider/recommend the new initiatives in the light of mandate of their organization,  
I shall conclude my statement, Excellencies, by congratulating the Government of Afghanistan for the great efforts exercised in convening this venue for exchange of views and opinions and hope that the communiqué issued for the meeting will have a positive impact on the outcome of the Kabul Conference and its successful outcome.  ECO would continue to make efforts towards helping Afghanistan realize its potential in wide range of fields for the benefit of the whole ECO region. 
Thank you.
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