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Statement
of the Secretary General at the ECO Ambassadors’ meeting

 (18 August, 2010 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran)
Excellencies and dear colleagues,

At the outset, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the distinguished Ambassadors/representatives’ from the ECO member states for attending this extraordinary meeting called at a very short notice. My special thanks go to all of you for your cooperation in this regard.  

We have assembled here today to deliberate our response on two extraordinary  situations confronting us in the region: The first one is the aftermath of the deadliest floods in Pakistan, the scale and magnitude of which have been compared with some of the worst natural disasters in our living memories. The second one relates to the situation in Kyrgyzstan.
As regards the floods in Pakistan, I would like to express my deepest condolences at the loss of human lives, infrastructure and the displacement of tens of thousand of people in the country. From the news coming in from different new Agencies around the world, we can well imagine the scale of devastation caused by the natural calamity. It has been reported that 1600 people have lost their lives and 20 millions have been affected. It is in addition to the damage caused to crops, infrastructure, town and villages.  Of these worst hit 6 millions are without food, medical care and any shelter. About 3.5 million children are at risk from deadly water born diseases. The people are in immediate need of assistance. The economic cost of the floods is so staggering that it is impossible for the Government of Pakistan to handle it alone. The UN Secretary General who has visited the country and witnessed the situation himself has termed it a humanitarian disaster. Realizing the gravity of the situation he has appealed to the world community for US$ 460 million immediate assistance to Pakistan, though billions would be required to face the aftermath of the floods.  
We are aware of the efforts launched by the people and the Government of Pakistan as well as the international community to tackle this challenge. I am confident that given the resilience of the people of Pakistan, the country, as in the past, would come through the difficult time and would rebuild and rehabilitate the areas devastated by the floods very soon. 

At the same time, while expressing solidarity with the people as well as the Government of Pakistan in the current challenge, I strongly feel the need to practically demonstrate our common will and desire from the platform of the Economic Cooperation Organization to join the international community in contributing to the relief efforts for the flood victims in Pakistan. In this regard, the Secretariat and relevant ECO institutions, is ready to take every step needed to help Pakistan. We know our resources are limited, but we are also cognizant that ECO can play a catalyst role in mobilizing resources, especially from its distinguished membership.

  

The Secretariat has also discussed the issue of assistance to Pakistan with the President of ECO Bank. President has informed that they had included the issue in the agenda of their next Board of Directors Meeting to discuss what ECO Bank can do for Pakistan both as grant and line of Credit. As you may kindly recall, ECO Bank has recently opened its Pakistan Branch in Karachi. 

As regards the situation in Kyrgyzstan, we are pleased to note of the progress made recently by the country in achieving stability in the aftermath of the unfortunate events in the months of April and June which resulted in precious loss of life and property at a wide scale. The Kyrgyz Republic needs urgent financial and other material support and assistant to stabilize the economy.  At this point, I would like to recall that the situation in the Kyrgyz republic was deliberated in the 160th and 161st CPR meetings and the Council while expressing its sympathy and support for the Kyrgyz Republic called upon the ECO Member States to extend their support and help the Kyrgyz Republic. The Member States were requested to bring the matter to the notice of their authorities concerned emphasizing the need for extending all possible assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic. A Note Verbale was circulated to the Member States on 28 July, 2010 for their active consideration of assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic. I would request the honourable Ambassadors to apprise the meeting about the action taken on our note Verbale by their capitals. 
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