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Excellency Mr. Abdullah Gul, Honourable President of the Republic of Turkey

Excellency Mr. Hamid Karzai, Honourable President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Excellencies

Distinguished Delegates

It is an honour to represent The Economic Cooperation Organisation at this important Conference on Afghanistan and to renew our firm commitment to the common objectives of peace, stability and sustained socio-economic development of Afghanistan and the surrounding region. It is of particular satisfaction that a founding member of ECO hosted the Summit on Friendship and Cooperation in the Heart of Asia in January of last year and whose generous hospitality we enjoy today to deliberate the second phase of our undertaking to promote regional security and cooperation in the Heart of Asia which encompasses the whole ECO region and beyond. 

ECO holds firm the belief that tension and conflict inflicts irreparable damage on the fragile economies of nations and impedes cooperative economic relations. Peace and security in Afghanistan is indispensable for the stability and socioeconomic progress of the region and a prerequisite to regional integration.

Appreciative of the significance of strengthening and coordinating regional and intra-regional efforts aimed at promoting Afghanistan’s socio-economic development, ECO has forged closer links with various international bodies and regional groupings and participated in regional initiatives such as the Istanbul Summit on Friendship and Cooperation, RECCA, the International Kabul Conference of 2010 and other similar gatherings. We look forward to participating at the forthcoming Conference in Bonn where international and regional commitments in support of Afghanistan’s political, social and economic development will be endorsed.
Excellencies

ECO perceives regional economic cooperation in such areas as trade and investment, transport and communications, energy, environment, human resources development and drugs control and combating organized crime and terrorism as an efficient way of contributing to the peace, sustainable socioeconomic development and uplift of the people within its region.  Afghanistan features in all ECO activities and efforts in these sectors and is regarded as a potentially dynamic member and important land-bridge within the ECO region and between the region and major trade corridors.
Peace, stability and sustainable development cannot be achieved without addressing the challenges of terrorism, human trafficking, money laundering and Narcotics. The ECO region is unfortunately one of the most drug affected region of the world and attention must be given to assisting Afghanistan and the region to deal more effectively with these evils. 

This Conference convenes at a crucial juncture in Afghanistan’s war-torn trajectory. We have a unique opportunity to build on previous efforts and realize an effective follow-up mechanism to ensure that the reservoir of political will generated at regional Conferences is translated into tangible actions on the ground.  ECO reiterates its readiness for close cooperation with the broader geographical area that surrounds Afghanistan, the United Nations and the international community to further the common goals of stability, prosperity and sustainable development for Afghanistan and the region.

    Allow me to conclude by conveying my sincere regrets to Your Excellency Mr. Abdullah Gul for the tragic loss of lives and property due to the recent violent earthquake in Eastern Turkey. I am confident the people of the ECO region share the grief of the Turkish people.  I would like to thank you and His Excellency President Hamid Karzai for Co-Chairing this Conference and to wish him every success at the International Afghanistan Conference in Bonn.

Thank you.
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