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The Secretary General’s Statement

Your Excellency Syed Ali Mohammed Mousavi, Director General,

International Economic Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Iran.
Your Excellency Dr. György Busztin, Ambassador of Hungary and President of the EU, 

Your Excellency Mr. Bernd Erbel, Ambassador of Germany and the Chairman of the Mini Dublin Group,

Distinguished Ambassadors from the ECO Member States,
Ms. Schumacher, Head of Division from the German Ministry of Interior, 

Ladies and gentlemen,


It is a great pleasure for me to extend a very warm welcome to you at the ECO Secretariat for the International Kick-Off Conference of the EU-funded Project on Fight Against Trafficking from/to Afghanistan with the ECO Member States. I particularly welcome the Honourable Ambassadors of Hungary and Germany in Tehran to attend this Conference and gratefully acknowledge the presence of Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, our friends and partners from the Interior Ministry of Germany, GIZ, Interpol and UNODC. 
Excellencies,


Our gathering here symbolizes our recognition of drug trafficking as a threat to our people, to our societies.  It symbolizes our resolve to address it jointly.  It is a menace of serious concern to us all in the ECO region, in Europe and in the regions around and beyond.  It is not a small challenge and no individual country, no particular region can overcome it single-handedly.  We have to reach out to each other and fight it together.

The Economic Cooperation Organization has made landmark achievements in diverse areas of economic fields. Ranging from trade, transportation, energy, agriculture and humane resource development, we have proved our mantle in assuming the role of a catalyst to enhance cooperation in areas of security and eradication of drug-trafficking and related transnational organized crime. The 19th Council of Ministers and 11th ECO Summit meeting concluded last month have entrusted ECO with a new agenda of accelerating cooperation among the Member States to meet challenges of Transnational Organized Crimes in all its forms and manifestations. The collective leadership of ECO has expressed renewed commitments reinforcing their determination for an all out support to ECO initiatives.


The problem of illicit drugs has always been high on our agenda since the early years of ECO.  The Council of Ministers which comprises the Foreign Ministers of member states set up a Drug Control Committee in February 1992.  It was given a specific mandate to focus on the campaign against drugs.  The Committee drew up a Plan of Action for elimination of opium crops and heroin laboratories and for the control of drug and psychotropic substances.  It would also promote national drug control legislation, exchange of information and experiences, and training of the enforcement staff. 
In 1999, we set up a Drug Control Coordination Unit (DCCU) at this Secretariat which is now Drug and Organized Crime Coordination Unit (DOCCU).  It has since created a chain of National Focal Points in the ECO countries.  

I would take this opportunity to apprise you of the progress we have made for the eradication of drug trafficking and related organized crimes.  We have initiated and in certain cases, redoubled our efforts for addressing the overarching goal of fight against drug trafficking. We are moving in a cohesive manner towards the implementation of decisions of the ECO Interior Ministers who meet every year and the third meeting was held only last month in Istanbul. As guided by the ECO Interior Ministers Meeting, ECO has pursued  speedier national implementation of security plans, mainstreaming such plans into national policies, strengthening of regional police cooperation on illicit drug trafficking as well as better access to the criminal data base of the Member States. We are also in the implementation process of a Joint Regional Strategy on Combating Drugs, Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crime. The DOCCU, as follow up of the recommendation of the joint regional strategy has successfully organized five important events during the last year. 

The mechanisms devised by ECO are focused more on identifying regional and sub-regional projects. Our pilot project on “Fight against trafficking from/to Afghanistan with ECO Member states” is being funded by the European Union with the total amount of EURO 9.5 million. Its implementation by a consortium of GIZ, Interpol, UNODC and BKA Germany and in association with ECO-DOCCU in ECO Secretariat is well on its way. I am sure that with the support of our partners this project would be successful in increasing the political and technical capacity of Drug and Organized Crime Coordination Unit (DOCCU) and improving the capacities of National Centre Bureaus (NCBs) of the ECO Member States. The Container Control and the Forensic Laboratories are also among important components of this Project. 

We believe that the fight against production, transportation and distribution of narcotics could only yield desired results by developing a more extensive cooperation among countries neighboring Afghanistan. The Afghan government, with the support of international organizations has launched a massive effort in recent years to discourage farmers from growing opium poppy and its cultivation dropped by 22 percent in 2009. The Afghan government attributes it to the success of the war on drugs but it could also be for the lower market prices. Out of 34 provinces, 24 provinces were declared poppy-free in 2009. According to a UNODC report, in 2005, 1.4 percent of the adult population was regular opiate abusers in Afghanistan. But four years later, that figure swelled to 3 percent, registering a 53 percent increase. It is by all standards a phenomenal increase. It is alarming as it is affecting the society negatively. Resultantly insecurity, theft and violence have increased in the areas where drugs are easily available.
Excellencies, distinguished participants,

The challenge of drug trafficking is too serious – in scale and dimension, in complexities and consequences.  We have to do more and we are prepared, indeed determined, to do more.  But to make a real dent into this problem, we need concrete, sustained support from our partners of this project including European Commission, the German Ministry of Interior, UNODC and Interpol. This support and assistance should not be confined to technical and financial.  It has to go some crucial distance further, for narcotics is a demand-driven problem.  And countries where more of the demand is generated should contribute that much more to alleviating the consequences.

Excellencies, dear participants,

In conclusion, I express sincere thanks to the European Commission for its support, its cooperation.  Their support is a source of strength to ECO and has been fruitful in effectively addressing the common challenge of drugs production and trafficking. I am certain that our partnership will flourish further in the months and years ahead. I also thank all the partners of the Project including, GIZ, UNODC, INTERPOL and the German Ministry of Interior. I believe that with the valuable contributions, guidelines and cooperation of all partners, we will be able to recommend viable solutions for our noble cause. Let us add new vigor to our existing plans and initiatives and develop synergies and send a strong message of hope to our people - the hope for safer and secure region and a future for a more vibrant regional economy. 


On the part of ECO, I assure you of our full support for the accomplishment of this project. I wish you all a successful conference, constructive deliberations and for taking clear and bold decisions for cementing cooperation in grappling with the regional challenges on combating Crime.  

I thank you, Excellencies.
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