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Statement of the ECO Secretary General H.E. Mr. Mohammed Yahya Maroofi 

in the First Meeting of Heads of Interpol of ECO Member States

(Tehran, 29-30 June, 2010)
*******

Your Excellency Mr. Mohamad Mostafa Najar,

Minister for Interior of Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Your Excellency Mr. Ronald Nobel, Secretary General of the Interpol,

Your Excellency General Ismail Ahmadi Moghaddam, 

Commander In-Chief of the Police of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Heads of National Central Bureaus of Interpol of ECO Member States,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is indeed a privilege for me to welcome you to the opening ceremony of the First Meeting of the Heads of Interpol of ECO Member States. I wish to extend my gratitude to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as well as the National Central Bureau of Iran for hosting this important event which would formally establish a new forum of the ECO Heads of Interpol. I would express my sincere thanks to H.E. Mr. Mohammad Mostafa Najar, Interior Minister of Iran for his graceful presence at this occasion. I owe my thanks to His Excellency Mr. Nobel, Secretary General of the Interpol for joining us in the Meeting primarily focused on giving a new dimension to regional cooperation.
In line with its basic objectives, ECO is devoted to the cause of regional economic integration. We have strong commitments of our Member States to create favorable environment essential for sustained economic growth. The achievement of higher level of economic development is not an end in itself. It is rather, a way forward to address socio-economic issues of extreme poverty, illiteracy, low health care, unemployment and law and order. We believe that regional economic progress could herald an era of prosperity and well being of our people. It would simultaneously, supplement the efforts that guarantee security and stability in our region. 
Excellencies
Let me share with you the broad spectrum of initiatives taken for an effective and meaningful economic cooperation. ECO has successfully engaged Member States in putting in place necessary legal framework as well as creating institutional mechanisms. We have accelerated the pace of our activities for increased cooperation in trade, transport, industry, agriculture, tourism and private sector cooperation. We are well on our way to gather further momentum in major fields of trade, investment, finance, customs, banking and private sector cooperation. Keeping in view the regional priorities, the areas of trade and investment are accorded precedence catalyst for steady growth of other sectors. Our collaboration with international and regional organization is helping us develop desired synergies for the regional economy to sustain its growth process.
 A comprehensive approach for a multi faceted strategy to materialize regional economic gains has been adopted to create a Free Trade Area in the region by 2015.We understand that economic challenges internal to our region demand effective reforms, stronger economic fundamentals, sound industrial policies and rigid financial controls. We have to look for long term collaborations to fully capitalize on the geo-political and geo-economic significance of our region. A more favorable, safer and secure environment for expansion of the ECO economies must be ensured to accelerate pace in all areas of cooperation. 
Economic crimes, pose a serious threat to the development of regional economies. Peace, security and stability are the prime victims of economic crimes. These offences, in some cases have assumed alarming proportions and are threatening the economy of the countries.Cooperation in the fight against terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering and other transnational organized crimes is therefore, an important ECO priority. ECO has set a clear agenda of supporting coordinated efforts to eradicate forces that cast a negative shadow on the development of regional economies. These negative forces, if left unaddressed to perpetuate, not only endanger peace, stability and security environment but adversely affect our progress towards the achievement of our common socio-economic goals.                              

Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates
The Second ECO Interior Ministers’ Meeting considered a number of security issues of common concern to the member states, including economic crimes like money laundering. The Ministers decided to intensify cooperation and increase exchange of information and expertise to better address organized crimes and terrorism.  This meeting also agreed to encourage maximum use of the existing entities in the region for exchange of information regarding drugs, terrorism and trans-national organized crime in particular with National Centre Bureaus of Interpol, and emphasized holding annual meetings among the Heads of NCBs to enhance police cooperation among the ECO Member States. 

We are fully aware that security cooperation will help member countries to face challenges in a friendly environment. Hence, we need to develop cooperation for paving the ground for operational strategies to tackle security problems of ECO region. However, we should not forget that phenomena such as terrorism, human trafficking, money laundering, drugs smuggling are threats to the regional and international security.  
Excellencies, 

The idea of ECOPOL was initiated by the 1st ECO Interior Ministers Meeting and the draft Statute of ECOPOL is also one of the important agenda of this meeting. It was agreed that establishment of the ECOPOL should be considered in the Meetings of the Heads of Interpol and the Chief of Police of the ECO Member States and later on to be submitted to the 3rd Interior Ministers’ Meeting. I am sure that the ECOPOL, after its establishment, would be very beneficial for all the countries of the Member States. 
ECO has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the European Commission in 2009 for implementation of the project titled “fight against illicit drug trafficking from/to Afghanistan with the ECO Member States”. The project is consisted of four components and the second component is related to increasing the capacities of NCBs of the ECO Member States. I am pleased to inform that the European Commission team assigned for the implementation of this important undertaking is already in place and functioning in close cooperation with the ECO. I would request all Member States to extend fullest support for the related activities of this project. 
Excellencies, 

 The Afghan government and its international backers have made a massive effort in recent years to discourage farmers from growing opium poppy, and its cultivation dropped 22 percent last year. Some of the drop is likely due to lower market prices, but according to the Afghan government, it also shows that the Afghan war on drugs is having some success. Out of 34 provinces, 24 provinces were declared poppy-free in 2009. According to a UNODC report, in 2005, 1.4 percent of the adult population was regular opiate abusers. But four years later, that number has enhanced to 3 percent which shows 53 percent increase. We've never seen anything like this in the history anywhere across the world. So it is alarming. Half of adult drug users in the north and south of the country give opium to their children. The increase in drug is affecting the society negatively. Resultantly insecurity, theft and violence have increased in the areas where drugs are easily available.
Excellencies
The number of crimes associated with illegal trafficking of narcotic and psychotropic substances has increased in the region. It is imperative that with the help of international organizations work may be carried out more intensively in discerning, fixing and stopping the organized crime activities associated with illegal trafficking of narcotics and psychotropic substances.

I think that the discussions on increasing links and impacts of the transnational organized crimes and terrorism on internal security & stability, economic growth and sustainable development of ECO member states are in fact guidelines for better future coordination. These guidelines will give boost to our efforts in combating Drug and psychotropic substances trafficking, Human trafficking, Money laundering and Illegal Migration. 

Excellencies

Given the rich experience and expertise the delegates bring to this Conference, I am confident that the deliberations during the two days would guide us in specifying and defining priorities, goals and methods, especially defining of strategic and operational decisions for strengthening cooperation between the ECO Member States. At the end, I wish you all a successful meeting and fruitful deliberations.

Thank you. 
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