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Your Excellency General Ismail Ahmadi Moghaddam, 

Commander In-Chief of the Police of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

Your Excellency Brigadier General Dr. Hossein Zolfaghari, 

Commander in-Chief of the Border Police of Iran
Distinguished Ambassadors,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to extend a warm welcome to you in this First Meeting of Border Commanders of ECO Member States. We are grateful to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for taking the initiative to host this important meeting.  I also thank other ECO member states for their positive response to make a success of this very constructive effort.  Your presence here today symbolizes ECO’s determination to strengthen police cooperation among the Member States. 
Excellencies, 

Economic Cooperation Organization is devoted to the cause of regional economic integration and we have strong commitments of our Member States to create favorable environment essential for sustained economic growth. The achievement of higher level of economic development is not an end in itself. It is rather, a way forward to address socio-economic issues of extreme poverty, illiteracy, low health standards, unemployment and law and order. We believe that regional economic progress could herald an era of prosperity and well being of our people. 

No doubt, security cooperation will help member countries to face challenges in a friendly environment. Hence, we need to establish the ground for operational strategies to tackle security problems of ECO region. However, we should not forget that phenomena such as terrorism, human trafficking, money laundering, drugs smuggling are threats to the regional and international security. Today, it is obvious that terrorist networks supply their financial needs by human trafficking, drugs smuggling and money laundering.
Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates
The Second ECO Interior Ministers’ Meeting considered a number of security issues of common concern to the member states, including economic crimes like money laundering. The Ministers decided to intensify cooperation and increase exchange of information and expertise to better address organized crimes and terrorism.  It agreed to encourage maximum use of the existing entities in the region for exchange of information regarding drugs, terrorism and trans-national organized crime in particular with National Centre Bureaus of Interpol, and emphasized holding annual meetings among the Heads of NCBs to enhance police cooperation among the ECO Member States. ECO had organized the 1st Meeting of Heads of INTERPOL of ECO Member States in Tehran on 29-30 June, 2010 to enhance police cooperation.  The meeting, inter alia, considered the draft Statute of the ECOPOL jointly prepared by the ECO Secretariat and the concerned authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran. We hope that the ECOPOL would be established shortly in close cooperation of the Member States.
Excellencies,

In order to address security problems in borders it is essential to enhance cooperation among ECO Member States. Today the issues pertaining to borders could not be dealt with without considering their features. As the realms of sovereignty for governments and arrivals and departures points for countries, borders play an essential, effective role in establishing national security, monitoring economic channels and providing cultural, social security within countries. Therefore, considering the fact that some ECO Member States have shared borders, we are facing with different security problems like growth of drug production and psychotropic substances, human smuggling and illegal migration in our region.

There is a need to use effective border controlling systems in our Member States. For the purposes of controlling our border areas from saboteurs, illicit drugs, human smuggling, smuggling of goods, arms and historic-cultural articles and other illegal traffics within borders, advanced border controlling systems such as radar and computer facilities and data banks for recognition of criminals may be utilized for the precise control and inspection of travelers deeds.  The law enforcement agencies of the Member States should facilitate the travel agencies and non-governmental organizations which are involved in tourism and border crossing to prevent illegal crossing.  

Excellencies,

In some large geographic area within the ECO region there exist considerable opium poppy cultivation and cannabis harvesting, as well as opium, morphine and heroin production.  While many clandestine laboratories have been destroyed by the National Law Enforcement agencies, new laboratories are being established and the refining of opium into morphine base and heroin, the laboratories in Afghanistan are fast modernizing to produce purer and more dangerous substances. Therefore, struggling with drugs and its smuggling should be considered as the major goal.  Fight against illicit drug related crimes necessitates a joint endeavour and global cooperation for recognizing and terminating the big bands of international smugglers and crimes. Exchange of information regarding practical approaches to control borders, drugs, psychotropic substances, smugglers, techniques and research experiences and prevention of drug related crimes is of utmost importance. There is also a need to promote the level of technical trainings for experts and border police and border surveillance through holding workshops in ECO member states. 
Regional police cooperation in various dimensions is one of the effective elements to benefit from mutual cooperation among the ECO member states. Practical and informative cooperation among the Border Control Authorities in the ECO Member States in different fields especially in connection with recognizing networks of the organized crimes are among the means to enhance security cooperation. ECO Member States can promote educational cooperation to provide necessary standards in the police activities by using capacities of the developed countries for technical and specialized trainings. We should prioritize mutual cooperation through continuous exchange between police authorities and report to the Interior Ministers of ECO. 

Excellencies, 

ECO has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the European Commission in 2009 for implementation of the project titled “fight against trafficking from/to Afghanistan with the ECO Member States”. The project is consisted of four components and the second component is related to increasing the capacities of National Central Bureaus of the ECO Member States. The purpose of the third component of this project is to develop a network of border control cooperation units at Land/Air/Sea Ports of Entry for container control to stem the flow of drugs, precursors and other illegal trafficking. This component will enhance the capacity and creation of infrastructure to assist the law enforcement agencies enabling them to strengthen the container control.

In conclusion, Excellencies, I wish this meeting complete success in its deliberations.  I assure you of the full cooperation of the ECO Secretariat in pursuing the goals that this gathering sets today.

Thank you. 
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