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Distinguished Members of the Eminent Persons Group
Ladies and Gentlemen


I welcome you to the inaugural meeting of the ECO Eminent Persons Group (EPG) and express my gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for convening your initial meeting in Ankara. Thus materializing the idea of the establishment of the Eminent Persons Group whose study of ECO and its specialized agencies and resulting recommendations will hopefully contribute to rendering the organization a more effective body and its activities conducive to regional integration and cooperation.

This Meeting marks the beginning of a significant process for ECO for it would pave the way for ushering our Organization into an era of accelerated economic prosperity, would equip it to surmount the challenges of the current times and transform it into a dynamic and efficient vehicle to achieve socioeconomic uplift of the region. 
We are all aware of the importance of the goals of the EPG process. In the main, this Group will study and review the work of the Organization, revise the ECO Vision 2015 and give recommendations to the Council of Ministers to enhance the dynamism, efficiency and visibility of the Organization. At this point, I would place on record my sincere thanks to the Members of the EPG for making themselves available this important undertaking despite their busy schedules. Their varied experience, deep knowledge and diverse backgrounds bring gravitas to the process and raise our expectations and hopes.  

Excellencies
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) in its 26 years of existence has made good progress and has achieved recognition as an important Regional Organization. There is no denying the fact that ECO is embodied enormous potential of regional cooperation. Nevertheless, despite this huge potential, we are far from achieving our rightful status of eminence.  Against this backdrop, the ECO EPG offers an historic opportunity to evaluate our performance. The   recommendations of the EPG would certainly have critical bearing on the future of ECO as a robust regional organization with the capacity to achieve the desired socio-economic goal through regional cooperation. We expect that the EPG’s recommendations would invigorate and energize the organization its ongoing efforts and at the same time come forward with proposals to equip the organization to meet challenges that lie before us.   
The challenges such as the differences and reservations amongst the ECO Member States on different initiatives but hope to find common grounds through multilateralism to move forward and forge ahead regional integration as environed in the Treaty of Izmir. We wish to enhance our understanding of the needs of the Member States so as to better serve their interests. 

We wish to find ways to encourage active participation of the Member States and focus on more essential and effective fields of development in the Region and prepare ourselves to effectively meet the challenges of sustainable developments in the international arena. 
In conclusion, I have full confidence that this Group would identify the factors inhibiting realization of ECO’s objectives, the challenges and opportunities confronting the Organization, expectations emerging from new regional/international developments and their possible impacts on the ECO's future.

I look forward to working closely with you in our common endeavors.
Thank you. 
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