The 173rd Meeting of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR)

(Istanbul, 5-7 January, 2012)
Statement of the ECO Secretary General 
Your Excellency 

Mr. Mehmet Gücük, Deputy Under Secretary for
Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

The Republic of Turkey,
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,


It is a great pleasure for me to be attending this 173rd meeting of the Council of Permanent Representatives here in the beautiful city of Istanbul. 
I am particularly grateful to His Excellency Mr. Mehmet Gücük, Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey for having welcomed us in his comprehensive and keynote address.  I also thank the officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey for helping to organize this meeting of the Council and making it a memorable event. I would also like to express my appreciation to the distinguished Permanent Representatives of the Member States and their deputies for their presence here. We appreciate the traditional Turkish hospitality extended to us.  

Its strategic location, its political weight, economic potential and, above all, its very positive and constructive approach to regionalism make it an asset for the Economic Cooperation Organization. Its role and contribution are widely respected in the region.  You may also recall that last year, Turkey hosted the 11th ECO Summit and 19th Council of Ministers Meeting in Istanbul in their special Turkish style. 
Excellencies,


We normally hold our CPR meetings in the Secretariat in Tehran and many of CPR we held in other different cities of Iran e.g. Bushehr, Gilan, Qeshm Island, Chabahar etc. and this is the first time that we are having a CPR meeting outside Iran. We think that this is the good practice and by this the Member States will become familiar with the other Member countries. We proposed that we should keep this practice maintain.  
As Your Excellencies are aware that the CPR is a permanent body of our organization which, except when the Council of Ministers is in session, is responsible on behalf of the Council of Ministers for carrying out its policies for formulating issues requiring decisions by member states and for taking appropriate steps on matters connected with the implementation of the decisions of the COM. Besides its routine function, the CPR has deliberated and made decisions and cooperated with the Secretariat on implementation of many important issues. 

During the year 2011, the CPR has covered a lot of ground on important subjects.  These range from all priority areas of ECO i.e. trade, transport, agriculture, industry, energy, environment and narcotics control. The deliberations and decisions taken by the CPR generated the desired momentum in different areas and added more substance to cooperation among our Member States.  I assure you, Excellency, that the ECO Secretariat would continue taking effective follow-up action on the decisions and recommendations of CPR. We would keep you abreast of progress.  

Apart from normal proceedings of the CPR, today we have presentations by some of our specialized agencies i.e. ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry, ECO Seed Association as also a signing ceremony of ECO–FAO-SEC Project on Seed Sector Development in the ECO Member States as well as EPG Chairman would brief about the progress of the EPG meetings and future programmes. I am sure that the recommendations of the CPR would guide us in going ahead with the activities of these institutions in a more focused and fruitful way. 

 In conclusion, I thank once again my friends and colleagues for providing us this opportunity to be gathered here. 

I thank you, Sir. 
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